“FTIVEN though the

{ amateur ath-
4 letie officials
ve plastered a
iaunty on the sculp of
"u orts promoter, |
stiil claim that there is
no difference hetween

© professional and amu-

“Thi

pro.

teur sport so far ns the
pubdic is concerned.
ultimate
sumer must plank his
money on the line no
matter if the aport be
Simon-pure or not.
Whether the arena he
a college foothall sta-
dium or a big-lengue
ball  park, there's a
ticket for every seat
a#nd a price on every
ticket, Nomatterhow
amuteur the sport ls,
there is never an unﬁk
tmr gallery.
‘\u!‘t‘zkethomse i
of Suzanne Lenglen,
who visitéd America
twice, (mxl as g ama-
teur and recond iy 1
It wag the same
Suzanne in
stanees and the same
pride of -admission.
The only difference
was that she made-her <
return tour under the
benevolent wing of the o'
famous Cash :'lndI
Carry Pyle, a man
thinks that the
laborer is worthy of

s

who

hix hire—and thie higher the lmf.tnr
the best known sportawoman in the world aw
silver cups did not originate with Cash and
tip came from Damon Runyon one rainy Feb
noon at the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles. |
time the sporting world was bubbling and sim!
the mutch between Suzapne and Helen Wills

France. It was attracting such interest tH Runyon
asked me why 1 didn'i:gmh Suzanne and ex{gbit her-in
America. I wasn't muth interested at first, kit Runyon
kept ribbing me up and Gnally convinced me tdt Suzanne
would be a wow in our big cities. I told RufJon that I
had u hook-up with C. C, Pyle and that i ‘would be

necessary to sell the iden to Cnsh.and Carr
could do anything. On his way Enst, .Runy
off at Chicago to rib up Pyle, who wired m
.1 want to say here that ribhing up s
ters is Runvlm ‘8 hobhy and that some of Te
i t fight cards have been suggested to Tex
von, who never profits a slim dime from G
st does extract keen enjoyment in kee

France,

3 B
iports at a boil.

An Overproduction of Manag

I'THE night before I took the tub for Eurojg

Pyle that it wds a gamble, involving all th
215,000, a lot of valuable time, plenty of snuj
diplomarcy and no guaranty that I would be s
inducing Suzanne to cough up an acceptance
Carry mll me to go ahead and that the resig
page cable Stories would be plenty of divider
My trip was to be conducted in strict secrec
time that Suzanne either signed on Lh(‘ ptﬂku
or threw the inkwell at me.

Two interviews I obtained in New York co
that there wasn't a chance of Lenglen comi
Fdward: Moss, secretary of the Ut
Tennis Association, told me thut he }
T. A. would never'sanction a professic
ring the consecrated ranks of tenni
an did come over, she would be in the }
1t from the time she skipped down th
# mimate she waved good-By on her rett

Ameriea,
lawn

i
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I got the Lenglen :
i villa on the telephone
and Suzanne's papa

con-s !

both in- 7.

\ o

4
A

g
g
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_answered: After talk-
Ting !,nrtwun!ymmutm
he hung up on me. 71
" théh enlisted the sup-
port’of the Assaciated
Press. correspondent,
whoadvised me to deul
with Suzanne direct.
.Monte Carlo is only .
*a suburhan huul froem <
Nicesand I'was 'in &
grand-stand ' seat ob
. Easter Mon(}uy when
Suzanne play&d in an
‘oxhibitionmat\h. Her

skill, grace and\rhyth-
¢ micmovementaon the
court were n'mnz\‘nz. i
figured that she would
be kure-fire in'Americu
and from that moment
never permitted my-
s¢ll to nurse’a doubt
«ahbout her signing the
* books. The Associated
+.’resyman lolc,(mo‘,xhu(
* Suzahne would return
to Nice following the
game. " I'was to trail
h¥r- car and grab an
- . interview. :

Thé last exjnbllu;n
was at' doubles'and her
side won. Hurd}ing
the net, Suzapne
rushed to the side lines
and tossed her racket

PP, e wibs wom e,
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The Lcnxﬁm. Suranne, Her Father and Her Mother, Looking on While Hélen Wills Mas the Court .
0 : : '

The ideabdf enticing

from her

hefore we

to sail for
rt promo-
Rickard's
vy Damon
transac-
iz the pot

S

[ wurned

Cash and
ing {ront-
5 for him.
up to the
tted line

inced me
: back to
ed States
ieved the
al promo-

Even if
1ds of the
rungpluank
journey,

droppo(l :

way up to

at the time, turned on tne cold showers, “Georges urid
Suzanne had been school chums in childhood and he knew
her ag a commuter knows his train. Georges assured me
that if professionulism were an issue, she would never con-
sent.” Those two interviews amounted to zero. I didn't
mind Moss so mud\, but I had w‘mtwl a good cigar on
Georges,

Once aboard tho lugger, I told {hc shlp news rL’p(yr(l‘N

Red Grange and George Wildeat Wilson. I.even showed
them a Granhge autographed: foothall ‘that. Red had in-
dorsedl for the Prince of Wales which I was to slip” the
Prince the first time he invited me up to the family castle.

The first man I saw in Paris was Victor Breyer, editor of
L' Eeho des Sports, an acquaintane ¢.of hicyele-rucing days.
Brever wi us sincerely shocked at my temerity in daring to
\m_;,vqt prc)[('won(\]hm to Lenglen. (1 looked Stemerity up
that night in my vest pocket dictionary. It meant gall,
which made me'a millionaire i in the’temerity business. I
met many other French newspaper men and every one as-
sured me that the prima donna of the racket would never
accept rough American dollars.  Every Frenchmun I met
claimed to be Suzanne's personal representative and cach
one refused his permission when T suggested that Suzanne
+f come to America.
hopeless task and the only way in which I could make cx-
penses was to sign up some hoxers and auto racers.

I finally decided to push all Suzanne's managers inta
| strict quarantine and look for the lady m)s(‘l( She was ut
Nice, on the Freach Riviera. I landed in that town dén
Faster Sunday and found she was to play on Easter Mbon-
day at Monte Carlo. I strolled up the Promenude Anglaise
to mull things over, and after I got tbhem thoroughly
mulled, culled at the Lenglens’ hotel, the Negresco. The
interpreter at the information desk of the Negreseo in-
formed me that the Lenglens were now living in a villa,
but that he* was thoroughly qualified te do business fur
Suzanne. I immediately took the uir. (A Paris edition of
the Herald was the tip-off on the h('.ny increase in the
French birth rate of managers.  Pyle’s picture way on' the
front page, with the 5tm1mg announcement that Will 1.
Pickens was in France to sign up bu?.umo. and i for that
purpose had $200,000 in hig kicks.

My old friend Georges: Carpentier, who was in New York®

that [ was going over to smooth out a Furopoun tout, for

toanattendant, pulles|
.7 acrimson sweater ovhr
S - hertennis costume and
hopped into u limotsgine.  That expensive gondola cheered *
me up, for only amuteurs with large incomes cun affurd
those ears. 1 ran for my rented car to chase Suzanne,
but my newspaper’ friend told me that she had chynged
her plans and was off for a* week-end trip m Im.) with
Lady Wavertree. Monduy is a silly time to sturt a week-
¢nd, so-1 went hack to the Lenglen villa to Xook up papa
and ran Mumh lntn Mafmma Lenglen. o )
The-Manrxger of Suranne

.
(0] U“Jl has ever wrm(- ahout mamma. Tt wus always
Pupa Lvnglon tliis or Papu Lenglen that. She assured

. me that she was Suzunnes business munugvr.\ Mamma

_said that bumnné* would: ‘be back Friday and we could -

Breyer told me that I was over on a .

for not rixing.

seame codiperative,

talk the musical language of the dollurs on that dav.
The Lenglen villa was opposite the tennis courts, which
have since heeti dismantled, a3 only Suzanne’s phi \}m;,

made the Tennis Club profitable. On l-ndd) 1 was re-
ceived by Suzanne hersell. \hc was dressed in negligee,
reclining on a claise )(mmw and) \hnldmg a Pomeranian in .
her arms. Mamma mtrmlm ed us and Suzanne upolomzwl
Her mntor tour with Lady Wavertree had
been very long and tiring. Then Suzanne g.ne mamma one
of those eyebrow traflie signals und mamma left the room,
vheing temporariiy deposed from the position of manager.

- Suzanne was managing herself and I could see that she ivis

no schwolgirl tennis star who could be BJ]\\‘d with one_of
!hnw what-you-owesthe-sport argumf‘nm

I proceeded cautiously, never mentioned the feaaf
|xmf1'~~|nn lism, but expliained that when e was in Amier-
fen she )md‘!)nly seen New York und the tennis eliques of
Long. Island. "She had never given the n-ul American
public an ommrtumt) to judge her playing!! SQzanne com-
plained, inf very excellent table English, that the land of |/

1

the brave and the free was too brave in panning an invalid (

visitpr and too free with its unjust «mumm~ PSSR

logic here was to change thesubjdet, so 1 p.iuml thv Pome- .

ranian and’ it “snapped at mu,,nnlvntl)‘ being one of <7

e

Suzanne’s mitny managers.

AV hery, conversittion meai
I impressefl Suzanne with the
mergt that my associates werd si us gvnth-‘n'u'r‘
would never eriticize her under gny circumstances. 1 there
3 Puge 112, : 1

whu
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worp u?xyg[ doubt about her recopifon In
Amerlen, {hey would not he roady to risk a
farge sum of money In the enterprise,

rst, Iideclared, every plan we had in
& embracod the absolute proteetion of
arateur standing, We were to star her
in & motian pieture which would be shown’
all over the world. [Then we would lsyndi-
e her riewspaper larticles and accelernte
sales’ of her novel and the subsequent

n

her on ghe stage u:%‘ the'star.of a musical
comedy. [T talked everything but profes-
sional tennis and smeared plenty of icing
7 the beautiful birthday cake I was baking
4p by offering her a substantial cash bonus,

with an ‘absolute guaranty of the!entire
. amount to be hamed in the contract.

All this oratory was verbal shadow box-
“ing. What I really wanted was some hint
" from her 03 to the ambunt ofy: 3

exsary to interest her. It's
- that the figure she had in.p
Iy after the‘ﬁumisti \
approschad .by someone who had bffered
“her 3200,000. That's a lot of money, folks,
: even when you say it fast, I spavined my

{ O

t Short

-out in frares. We chirped along for Wnother
hour and then I sent, for a photographer to
snap mamma, Suzanné and myselfibut in
the garden. Suzanne autographed several
gopiea of ber book and many photographs.
Thehi Mumma Lenglen invited me hacel
into the filla, whete she poured the out
some 1847 Oporto: T drew up an optional _
agreement, Suzanne signed it and n}ammn ;
tion by giving me some "
more Opotto, I had interested Suzdnhe in -
an American tour. Her figure wal $200,000,
‘but I knew that old Doc Pyle:would slice

haddie, i fs i

L returried to.the!Negresco and' tartod
‘shooting cables under tho- Atlantic. Su-
zanne.was worth $100,000 for an Arherican
tour, but hot in motion pictures orjon the
k would have to do her stufl on
cqurt. In leas than thirty, min-
a telephong from the Ilenglen
anne must sce me at once! I was
anything with the option paper
yned until she saw me. She was
fer to the hotel and would meet

ladies* library, ||
he Game of Busln'ﬂu!

the tennis)
‘utes 1 go
. yilla. Suz
‘not to do

i foming o
tma in the

Ti
S N
'A‘cco\m r}nnﬂ )
© yoling myrh. .
- "My mhnager)’ said Suzanne swee
" Mujor Charles Wilen.” J o
"The majorwad\in Ametican, and while
he was tdlling md about himself, I was
figuring olit methods of easing this new
- mun:r,gnrin} mpnﬁ'tje out of the picture.
Wilen showed {reat interest in the docu-
ment s;x;rnw.l‘by‘Suzmwe and asked to see it
nt away, Iwas too old a promoter to be
x‘w:m-cnr'pusod’:thnt way and I told him

Y

‘the tennis queen was a

el

tly—

The copy itsell was in the dark foom
multiplied| ‘Suzanne excused hérselt
e major and I got right down to cases,
He told me that he was.
apd that he was' glad to deal with & man-
who apoke dollars and cents. ‘He called
Suzanne back and asked her-to tell me that
“he had absolute! authority to make deals
for her. Suzanne corroborated this and left,

"’ Pickens,” said the maje, “I have-

" planned to take Suzanne.to Ameriéa for a
tonig time. There is a lot of money waiting
for her over there and: I 'am not going to

rallow you or Pyle to put anything over ;
on hee.'t (i, : ! :
“Major,” 1 replied, ("neither Mr. Pyle

-nor myself'is in [the habit of putting anys

thing gvenjon anybody., We realize that
« Lenglen would be g great attradtion
he United Stagesand we want her over
verything will be, on the up-and-
¢ domo to terms the money
.tﬂd: in a weather-proof bank."

hoaks shelwould write. We would also put'

fountain glen trying to figure all that dough -

igh,t'dovm‘ the Enck like aifinnan
| 1= |

ould see a photographic copy the next '

pleased to meet me

& Y el 5 < b lbse g i
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(Continued

‘1 1%e conned: buck nnd forth like n couple
df Tlval ticket sealpers and finally signed o
tentative ngreement which celled for Cash
_and Carry to visit France in August and
gonrlude finanelal * arrangements. There
{vas no doubt that the major was the real
manager of Suzynne. I didn’t mention
outright professionalism to the major, but:

!ﬁ'{i\tod that Suzanne's success in the movies
1

would depend on the publicity acquired by

plenty of tennis playing. .

- | Following the Frenth championships and
the ‘Wimbledon todrnament, Cash and
Carry came to Paris with his attorney,
William Hayward, who is not only a lawyer
but also has the Legion of. Ionor won in the
iWorld War, He is also a battling colonel,
iwhich delighted me, for & colonel is one up
'on'a major at all times. After meeting

iMajor Wilen in Parls, Pyle and Colonel

: Hayward trouped to Pourville, where the -

'Lengleng were spending 2 month with an
uncle—who belied such a close relationship
by not claiming to be one of Suzanne’s
_.'mzmngem.i‘ S os oo

Open Season on Amateurs

Here is where'Cash and Carry did some
of his greatest manipulating.
tour would be a financial bloomer if we had
;to thump ‘around the bush and camouflage
"details of her activities in\ Amerien. Her
ibookﬂ,‘ﬂyndivntodﬁg {
‘and othermethods compounding financial
interest might flatten out. But should
Suzanne, the perennial amateur, blossom
‘out asn good square twelve-by-twelve pro-
feasional, the tour would be a success, and
Pyle, Suzanne and myself would all own
" ‘tickets on the gravy train. o ¢

So Pyle spilled his smoothest line of con-
versational oil. Ile was ably seconded by
Colonel Hayward, whose Legion of I{onor
ribbon was nbt without effect on the
Lenglen jury."conxisting of father, mqther
and daughter, Even uncle sat in ad an
alternate delegate arid kept a keen eyq on
Suzanne’s eycbrows,\which she manipu-
lated to control the situation as a-chairman
uses a gavel. i . i

Pyle caucused the convention from time
to time, but for some reason Mamma
Lenglen did not choose that Suzanne should
turn pro. She was finally won over and so
many signatures were signed to the con-
tract that it looked like a petition,

The next morhing sports writers and

tennisofficials were unanimously astonished
. by the cabled news !i{:xt Lenglen had turned
_prof¢ssional and wou I
“Cash*und Carry’s inddrsement.. After the
cables were verified by Suzanne, there came
a shower of articles saying that she could
come over, but that's}\e would go right
‘back: There was no one in the United
“States to play u
‘teach me the game;’

That Mr. Pyle i3 deeper than a wildcat
soil well. He allowed the officials and sports
“writers ta nibble this negative bait until it

was all chewed up. He haq plenty of an-
- Nouncements to make, but he was milking
rone cow at a time. The uproar over,

Suzanne's signature lasted until we got

back to'America, and then Cash and Carry

bombed conservative dugouts with ‘Phe

statement that Lenglen had somebiody to
. play in America—and that somebody was
Mary K. Browne! v

But where were Mary and Suzanne to

play? That was the next question pro--

pounded by the mournful glee club. When
. Greek meets Greek, the tug of war is all
the fiercer if one of the Greeks is an ask-me-
another boy and the other belongs to Now-
T'lI-Tell-You-One Lodge 463. Pyle _told
them one, for by this time I was hustling
around America, Canada and Cuba, leasing
auditoriums, coliseurns, arenas, car barns
and any other buildings that Bad roofs and
“entrances. -9 el 1
' ,Cash and Carry beat them to the next
.. Question by displaying a huge indo?r

. ,f ACCELERATING S
1 ‘

Lenglen’s.

orjes, stdge appearances

Id tour America under:

nless Pyle intended to .

ENTIMEN

from };al, 1)
u~nnlnlco 1r1t, This cost $10,000 and [wis
made of cork, rubber and canvas, It pro=
vided 4 upiform court on which the players
vcould seamper every scheduled evenink of
the tour. | - 51l
' Thete [was satill another query. Who

would |en

e cnough to sce Susie and Mary
play? |Af]

d the ones who would care aljout
the contests—would they care enough to
pay? This was one question the prafes-
gional |warriers .shared with Pyle But

i Cash and Carry was liké thd ddrky crossing
the riv:ei": He had waded so fg# that he Wag
’~\nwimmins, and it was too late to turn hack.
:Suzanre arrived on the Paris at this time
‘and her afrival was ballyhooed beautifully.
Cash n:nd Carry tossed a_couple more|big
chips intol the jack pot by announcing that
he hnd}signod Howard Kinsey and Harvey .
Snodgrasq. : d .
By t‘his time, even Lindbergh could
have beer|
tennis |ra
prominen
the dotted line, and amateur tennis sor-
rowfully tirned three more pictures toward
- the wall.
But thy

not
photographed unless he held a
ket in his hand, Paul -Feret,

thare was another shock left in|the
- Pyle batteries. He still required a male
tennis étﬁ of the first rank, and opened up
group negotiations by wire, telephone hnd

personal |representatives with the ig-
timcm.] i o
- Three days after Lenglen's arrival onthe

Paris, Pyle gave Suzanne a dinner on that
boat. It Was attended by newspaper men
‘and noted| sportsmen from Canada and|the
United|Stiites. The food was fine, and the
dessert!copsisted of the news that Pyle had
captured Vincent Richards.
Vince anhd his wile got a great reception
when they walked down the main stairease
after a|dramatie introduction by Big Bill
Edwarda.| All the performers were How
signed up| and we were ready to move :out'
- an the majn line. Richards’ decisign to|be--
come g salaried employe really rattled the
crockery. in exclusive pantries.
. The tolr opened in Madison SqﬂJare
Garden on October 9, 1926. Prices ranged
. from two| to five dollars. Suzanne ivas
making her first appearance in Ametica
since that.melancholy day at Forest Hills
" when she walked off the lot. She was back

in a country which she felt to be notitdo

friendly¢ she was a professional; and there-
fore entitled to none of the neutral ¢on-
sideration/which iz an amateur’s birthright.

71’}:9 Main Attraction i

The entire tour hinged on the reception
tendered to Suzanne that evening in Madi-
son Square Garden. Even though I ain a
man who Allowshis' finger ndily'to grow long
when there is a ?ollar to be picked up, I
really felt sorry for the Frepch girl when
I rapped on the door of her dressing room
and told hpr to hustle. The crowd was wait-
ing for the/tennis business to start. Lenglen
was very nervous and had an infported cry
before appearing. Then she braced up and
marched qut under the mammoth arc lights
, like the ddughter of the regiment, while the
' band ripped off the Marseillaise and |the

crowd’ whpoped in the affirmative, !

Suzanne had arrived. I don't
whether it was Suzanne, the Marseill ;

which tune is thrilling enough to make 'a

phantom do the Charleston in a haunted

house-~or whether it was C, C. Pyle, who

lifted the bpsy curse off the old castle, [T

rather think it was Pyle's ballyhooing.| i

Lengler| hadn’t been playing a minute
with Mary K. Browne before her status in
America was declaring dividends. She
amazed the spectators by her, brilliant
playing. The critics were fajr and heaped
her with praise, Howeve#, you wouldn't
have had & doubt s to the reception wait-
ing for Lcﬁglen that eveningif I hnd,s(ix\lrtéd
by tcllihﬂ you that the gate was $38000,
Peoplejdd not pay that kind of mone to
come inside and hoot. e
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French player, tripped over -
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.‘ Then followed
" nino other cltien §
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‘@ anappy tour of thirty.
n the States, Canada and
Cuha, Suzanne's-popularity continued to
blonsom and throw off sparks. Here are the
vital statistles in som
made on the tour:
Chicago, $19,000; Cleveland, $13,000;
Boston, $16,000;! Montreal, $15,000; To-
ronto, $14,000: ;San Francisco, $14,500;
. Los Angeles, $22,000. Many of the other
towns assayed more than $10,000 for one
night's glenning.‘.ﬂroving that the people
did not come to;view professional tennis,
but did come to sec’Lenglen. The ballyhoo
standard established in New York was
never allowed to simmer down to a di-
minishing lullaby. We kept pounding the
dishpans, sounding the cymbals and doing
everything essential to ahnoy the welkin.
Advance men went ahead of the special
train to'stir-up the publicity,
! : : 1
A Famous Partner |
. - p
An expert tennis writer made the grand
tour with Lenglen. There was a woman
fashion writer oh the train. There were
also star feature men. and a battery of
photographers. I'am proud of our efforts
in the portrait line. Alter we got through
posing Suzanne, aft editors fought for
close-ups and fashion magazines demanded
full pages of her in Paris gowns and sport
suits, : ! . - !
Sports writers along the route were
amazed at the gracious manner in which
she received them after an all-day ride in a
Pullman. There was no spoiled darling
about Suzanne, and although Cush and
Carry claims credit, I think that her atti-
" tude was due to the fact that she was a
genuine professional and therefore free of
the’ involved bookkeeping and finandfal
worries of an amateur. Euch week she re-
seived her money and she didn’t have to
hide it. She had also rid herself of 2 thou-
sand managers. Pyle was her manager now,
“and Pickens was his prophet. =G

Only after playing in thirty-five cities
did she miss a scheduled engagement. After
returning from Havana, she got a severe
‘attack of tonsilitis. This caused a shuflling

-of five dates, which were later played.

This tour was spangled with the usual
twenty-four-sheets and other strong billing,
Asin th
the publieup to Len
rich girl. . ) . 5

\Veold-timcsportspromotgmwerot!nunk-

glen, who is now a very

e of the towns we

e case of Nurmi, we had to educate :

ful il newspapers were generous enough -

to run items concerning our sta'rs, for daily -

publicity was the life of our game. But Cush
and Carry was of the new school, which
figured that if a thing was good enough
to print it was good enough to pay for. He
has made a science of promoting and leaves
* nothing to chance. The old glamour has

departed from ballyhooing, for in ‘the oldr‘

days of hit-and-run we old-timers never
knew whether we were going to lunch with
the mayor or have dinner with the jailer, ¢
" My promoting days started early in life
in Birmingham, Alabama, when I went
into partnership with another young fellow
“whom I considered almost my equal as a

. genius. Thé lad’s name was Thomas Edi-

son. He hall'just invented a cast-iron ma-
chine with 'a himan voice. If you had

been in Alabama in the late '30's you .

“would have seen Will H. Pickens standing
In front of one of these machines with a
leather bag'slung over his shoulder. [fe
opened the back of this iron monster with a
key and milked{the interior of five-cent

. pieces, frowging every few scconds as he
‘tossed a worthless lead slag into the gutter,

Having separated the nickel alloy from
the pure unadulterated lead, he snapped hig.

-leather bag, carefully changed the precious -
cylinder records and went moodily on his
way. For the accumulated nickels did not
belong to Will Pickens. All he received for
his labor was four dollars a week and all the

(Continued on Page 116/
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cidédithat a;nickel'in Ala
. hody's property, and, gathering my four
dollars together I hired an iron monster
from n phonograph company in the South
for thiee gpinnors—a spinnor belng: the
robust outdoor word for dollar, The extra
spinner was held bnek for promotionul

purposes; - * - i ;

The busiest corner jn Birmingham was
my area of conquest. ' Until .\Will Pickens
‘started.operations, the busiest day experi-
" enced by that corner wias when the elephant
stepped out of the circus parade and sat
‘down to ‘think things over, The three
spinners merely leased the talking apparn-
tus for twenty-fqur hours, I hud to make,
| kood in a day origo back,to work. I soon’
Pickens dnd Tom Idison were ready to
.present all the latest songs, both com]c and

*sentimental, through the medjum of i the .

iron" machine ' with the human voice., 1
spent my -fourth and last spinner for -a
. huge sign which explrined’ that Professor-
ILdison was the, ipventor!of the eledtric
Jight. Professor X’sckens needed. no intro-
duction, He was 'a home-town product
making good, s <

A D{gr&e for Tho'm}u'EdI:on

¢ That old mechanism played a good many
funes.  Outaide of Sousn's Band, another
performer I remember who fentured the
program was Dan W. Quinn, singing Molly,:
and I, and the Baby. The machine played
nothing but cylindrical records. These
islid over a tube-like frrangement set in
motion by power derived 1rom electricity
“generated in huge wet-cell batteries. In-
stead of the usual broadcasting horn which
featurey the phonograph and radio today,
the old machines were dquipped with five
ear tubes and -all concerts were strictly
private. My first day's’ busirfess took me
off the nut, .~ ;

“The nut’ is another circus expression,
meaning overhead expenses. It is derived
‘through .a logical sequence of reasoning,
The old-time carnivals, which are now
tahoo in many towns, carried along in their
wake a riffrafl of sharpers, grifters and
other doubtful lady., The earnival wagony

ravel with their, sides firmly held.in place
by Jolts and nuts. Even in the old days

itinerant side shows, and it became neces-
Bary to send a man ahead of each show
to buy off law officers who were willing to
submit to reason. This money was-known
as grease.  After the authorities were
greased,' it was possible to roll into town,
unscrew the nuts holding up the sides of the
wagons and start to trim thoe yokels, The
amount of grease paid.out to officials hee
came known as nut money. In\‘thor words,
this graft had to he paid before'the carnival
owner could take off n nut., You jould' be
surprised at the number’ of :ig“%nusino&q
men who use this tefm as a short substitute
for overhead expenses. : L E
My one machine was successfll until

35¢

. some Birmingham crape hanger digcovered

§ that Professor Fdison’s talking automaton

i was destroying ‘the delicate thingumhobs

\ jnside the human ear, | counteracted this

! ‘propaganda by getting a prominent doctor

to write a testimonial stating that the iron
4 -

many towns were hostile to carnjvals and .

{;“ : - e
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It was a mysterious
vening without actu-
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A Free S o;w and No Audience .
F 5

oney in promoting
Just last. summer |
Diego and saw 200
planes swooping and tum- -
. ke tnmc pigeons. It wasa -~
Alahama.” The  free show, hut!w‘ fow citizens were. there to .
waste a glunee <;‘n it. It mude me hark baek
filteen yenrs, when Lincoln Beachey was in
jpromoter because I was deter-  his prime and ;m'y pockets were the gran-
minedito beut him some way. ' aries for a weekly harvest of round
e ae ‘| Now people wouldn’t pay a split ¢
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skies without the

n I sce the
les flonting in the
aid of my aceelerating

However, it was all in fun, and T made
many sincere attachments during my early
.career, the sincerest of those attachments
being furnislied in many cases by the
county sheriff.! And although the most
lasting of my friendships was and i with
‘Barney Oldfield, jthe dare~devil T think of -
oftenest is Lincoln Beachey as he flew up-~
side down over San Francisco Bay with his
wings closing, oné by one, like the shutters
6n a village store at twilight.
| And ' when! hoth  the
rox-oflice: value lay in “folded, Lincolnfhud clos
of danger. dle had no T Editor's Note

ose shutters werg
ed his shop.
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