.. wanted Congress to accept s

. ever put on in thirty-five

: J] was.trying to 1mpresa_»b

Louls Puuf)mn About torfake
Off in His Farman Plgne at

“an aviation fleet bigger

* This flotilla was distributed

8 / : ’Ir’E "‘HTURDJIY :_.VENING POST.

EZE@A‘TI

 ACCE!

I didn't get thinking seriously of avi-
ation, though, until I went to college, I've
only been flying five years, The first time
I ever saw anyone fly was in Washington,

,when I saw Lincoln Bcarht‘y fly. 1 was about “eight ,rnr*v old.
It mndn quite an impression on me,
Cot. CHARLES LINDBERGH, in the ‘
Lm Angoeles P,ummr-r, June'20, '92.

HEN I tbok Lincoln Bouchey to Wuhinhmn

in 1914 it was n t with the idea of impressing

> other eight-year-old boy.
e of the eighty-~year-old boys

s
i

young Lindy oz

Hc was good, but as a promotcr it was my busmess to
make people think he whs better and to keep him in the

limelight. The free flying exhibition at Washington was’

“the result of my publicity campaign to keep Beuchey on
the front pages. The government aviation flyers were game
at that time, but the eqiipment was aé\(iqunted and there
werp not enough planes £o go round. ery time an army

Mydr cmshed I would huqtlc to the nearest press association

e
&

with a lonjdiatribe against

* the House and Sénate.

o 5 For three years we bom-

ii : il . barded newgpapers with

| these eritioiSms.

: Finally' I was challenged
by Waltér Howey, city edi-
tor of the Chicago Tribune.
He wanted to know, if

{  Beachey was so good, why
he didn’t go down to Wash-
ington and show Congress
how to fly. I told Howey
I would be delighted if he

. could arrange it, but that

~ Congress was gore at us
because of Beachey’s cone
tinued eriticisma.

the parsimonious policy of

October 29, 1927

G SEN TIMIENT

By szl?ﬂzz@zm an&m@m Pickens

signed by Beachey, who offered to
explain the njistakes of the Govern-
ment and convince Congress of the
wrong it was working on brave soldiers by compelling
_them to fly in rotten hulks.

On Tuesday, November

25,

1913, the San Diego Sun

obligingly gave us this four-column spread onits front page:.

Government airmen must be protected. The time has ar-

_ rived when the nation can no longer endure the shame of send-

ing its army avidtors to death in rotten hulks called airships.

_ Lincoln Beachey, gpectacular birdman, whose charge, as printed

in yesterday’s qun. that the United States Government was lit-

_erally guilty of the slaughter of its soldier aviutors created a

sensation throughout the civilized world, stood firm in his po-

sition today. Duty is calling Lincoln Beachey. He feels that he

- ean no longer sit silent and see brother birdmen mangled to

death because of the parsimony of Congress. Perhaps Congress

does not understand. But he hopes to make them see things as

they are and to sct aside a sum for aviation which will prevent

many such accidents ag that of yesterday. He hopes to make

" themsee that the United States should no longer be the luughing-
stock of the universe.

Little Business and Small Profit

YOU may consider that I took advantage of cheap ad-
vertigsing at the expense of other people’s misfortunes,
but every dollar used in the intelligent development of the
. airplane in America was being earned- through exhibition
flying. Although the Wright brothers were the first to fly,

~they got no subsidy from the Government and were foreed
On their return they -

to go to France for recognition.
proudud the mom‘y tu to\er the huge deficits of their
;  manufacturing plant by

employing aviators to give

Jamalca, Long Istdnd
in Congress with Amer{ca’y 4 : 2
necessity for aerialépre- d
paredness. At lJeast, I

that view of the situation,

{or my real motive way to ]
work up a ballyhoo for - . [~ |
Beachey snd increase his ; =
box-oflice value at the nu- :
merous pumpkin and state 5

- fairs throughout the coun- By

try. Lindy can consider
himself fortunate, for that
was the only free show [ -

years of sport promotion.

At that time the house of = .

Will-H. Pickens boasted of

than the United Stutes Avi-

ation Corps. I was the *
general commander of fifty- ..
four airplanes and the ad-
miral of six flying boats.

R L A

from the Atlantic to the : i
Pacific and {rom the Great Lakes to thv Gul{ Ihad ret)m!

_ from the Zeppelin ficld in 1910, at which time my- quartet

" of dirigibles were serving as Christmas ornaments on  On the very day that c“oj

-~

_church steeples in widely distributed sections of ;\menm.

The Days ofBamboo and Llnen

Y SIXTY intrepid mmlors also did thmr “share of - ({or the first time in this

bouncing off roofs and tangling up with town-hall.

by other men.: I was always willing to risk a. generous -
dollar provided the other man would chance his neck.
The most daring of my sixty aviators was Beachey, who
was good {or $1000 to $6000 for every flight he made at u
rural squash carnival. He was America’s greatest flying
attraction, and when he zoomed aloft in a Curtiss plane,
constructdd of bamboo and linen hlmc. he caused the farm-

ers’ necks to bend back like reeds in a tempest and also “of War Garrison and Sec-

made whiskers grow straight up into the air,

- wv\u.aun-uwm-( VLW COUPAR T, AT, i %,

Roy, xnabcnum- cnd nw Frlmuwt Dm;wn

. towers, for avintion was a deadly and venomous pastime | Il¢ saw the 'xrmv fivers
inthose years. Which ditin't faze me a whit, for I was known =
.as the gamest and bm\/mt exponent of dangerous feuts— .

The blow-off came in San
Dicgo in November, I‘.IH

army:flyers were killediha
_government machine, Line
coln® Beachey startled
iAmerica by looping theloop

country, = |

ierash in the morning; on
North Island, on the outer
irim of San Diego Bay, hnd
loopcd the loop Lhe same’
aftorhoon. | ;
i1 gave out an interview -
“inwhich Bcncheydemnnded
in Federalinvestigation, and
‘sent telcgmms to Secretary

e e they sold a few machines

1911 and 1912. Sometimes

2 to. the Government, but
: they lest money on these
A sules.
Curtiss was up against
the same problem. Backed
‘by Dr. Alexander Gruhuam
Bell, inventor of the tele-
" phone, he built a plane at
1{ammondsport, New York,
and entered itin the Gordon
Bennett Cup Race in Eu-
rope.

- Just a year before this, in
1908, Curtiss had attracted
attention by developing a

“very light eight-cylinder
motor which he used on a
motoreycle to break a
speed record on the beach
at Daytona, Florida, He
put this same engine in his
- airplane and whipped the
~ cream of Europe'’s ilyers
in 1909.

-vn.mnm WY BAOWS SROTHESS
Louls Puulhcn and Mis Farman Blplano. 1910

,retury of the Navy Daniels,

exhibition flights in 1910, .



sceupant of

aeer,

Twins the soie
=ible, Bieing eng

comand eap

havizg beeome world fimous in twelve months.  During

that time he had established an Ameri¢an altitude record
L itdenuld mot by eseending 11,000 feet. e had pulverized Chicuygo with
a eaptain, D= hisspiraly, perpendiculardrops andloops. Hedivedthrough
wits the spray on the lip of Niagara, winged his way beneath
e of the steel bridge and continued down the goryse

crow,

aferred on

the aret
to the whirlpool, thereby laying the three terrible aviation
ghosts of down trends, air pockets and vortexes.

Up to that time no exhibition flyer would go aloft in o .
breeze. Tests of the wind were mide by holding a drooping
handkerchief between the thumb and index finger. 1 the
air caused the hunky to vibrate the tecniest-weenivst bit
the neevous aviator would dash back into his tent and I
would lose the gate money. One of our flyers, Bud Mars,

Lcould wick up a sixty-mile gale on the calmest day by .

e out afoetin

-rev controiled
e by his ac-
{not yang-
20 fly on the
in the center, hug-
e wanted to
on the gang
ed to come..
he sconted forward
caused the nose of
ible to droop. e weighed
pounds, but couldn’t shake
4 toe without causing his oiled-silk
hippe o respond with a wiggle and

first sensational flight of a
wag credited t0 Roy Kna-

L F oM XE TR TORE VIt COMPARY, INC., R, T

A Pleture of Bud Mars Showing the Expored “m,;:ltton of the Pllot in

Pre:Fuselage Alrplanes

S

Beuchey earned SGS.()UOft)r Curtiss in 1911‘?))%\&:1‘:

exhibition flights, and it was this sum which

Curtiss to stay in business.

elped

[ was touring the country with a string of a{iémo-

bile racers, headed by Barney Oldfield, and joinedifforces. Beachey were accustomed o being the steiiar attraction
with Curtiss in the promotion of auto races’ and; flving on-field days. They were working in their improvised
exhibitions. Beashey, who had dropped out o dight canvas hangars on tune- day which preceded exhibi-
after he quit running the dirigibles in the simjper of . tions, when they henrd a terwific roaring in the sky. Tt

1910, suddenly blossomed out as the pi(mN{r spd ttacu-  rushed out and saw o ghnt piane in theair. Pauthan was
lar nirman.  All that was demanded of other {lyis was flying with the first pas cver earcied in Ameriea. |
thint they wtay in the nir for five minntes. gLl Benehey turned and wd 7 Roy, ovr racket iy dead”

Beachey soon got tired of
slkimming the tops of houses
and amazed the world with
spirals and banks. When
1 say he was running the
dirigibles I mean it liter-
ally. Thedirigiblesof those
days were about forty feet
long und their envelopes
contained 20,000 cubic feet
of hydrogen gas. They
iooked like cigars—uand
Iasted about aslong. There
was a lift of only eighty
pounds to every 10bu feet
of hydrogen und this com-
pelled us to construct the

_Knabenshue and .Bvuu}w

o at:the St. Louls Exposition
. [ arranged a race between
in 1010 to take place in Los
Angeles. Tho meet was promoted.by Dick Ferris, who had
paid.$50,000 to a Frenchman name¢ Louis Paulhan to #y
a Farman plane on the same day. arenshue and

it

Kn
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N

A
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s

crm
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Lincoiln Beachey Breaking
the LoopsthesLoop Record
Ouver the Panama:Pacific
Exposition, fan Francisco,

under-carriage of bamboo. e : : 1915. Picture Taken From
:.» 3 - & i ! a Flying Boat by E. Carl
5 o En . Wallen
Walking the Plank ;',:{‘v ;
* ¥ 3
TS bamboo work was ; 5 -z . blowing on the hanky from

in the form of u steamer
wangplank with a railing on
vither . side.. The 'motive
power was {urnished by an
ordinary motoreycle engine
dituated in the center of the
pangplunk.

the side of his mouth. Any
time we had a difticult ty-
ing contract we would send
Bud out to salve the com-
mittee. - Bud could hold the

the committes “from
sitle of his motth and hlow
the hanky with the other,

one

hanky in his hand, talk to -

[ * tle never flew unless he {eie
i like it. The committes g
!; = would leave, perfectly sat-
i Lincoin Beachey in the Alrship He Flew Before He isfied that they had lived
| 3 Encountered His First Alrplane through the worst tormudo
‘ : s e that ever blew.
’5 Paulhan, of course, Mars flew the Curtiss pusher type of plane, engined with
i cctipsed the dirigiblesduring - a four-cylinder motor guaranteed to kick up forty horse o
‘ the meet, Reachey staved  powerinall directions but the right one. These plines wyre
i the dirigible long noteriously underpowered.  They had n wing :«nn';nl( of
| enongh to i some fair en- twenty-cight feet. The struts were of Taminated wijod.
; szements aiud then entered The tail was made of cloth stretéhed over woad and l\unzwi
thie Curtiss aviation school  to the body of the muchine by four bamboo polex. There
aw o student. He smashed was no such thing as a fuselage. o
up threeof best Curtisg
fwnes and Glenn tricd to A Motor-Driven Rockinyg-Chair
as hewss con-
would never HE tlyer sat out in front of his machine on a bicyeie
But Paul- seat, pushing the wheel backward and forward to work
hizion hud in- the elevators, turning the wheel to manipulate the rudders
153 and moving his body right or left to stabilize the machine. S
The engine was back of him and stightly overhead,
The picture of those carly tlying cotfins can be visualized
ibergh. e car tgday by placingan electrie fun on i wicker porch chair, In =
neeles inside of a facs, [l bet you can get more power out of the wicker chair
o i wd e TOma v OOwranY, ST, M T, ey : : 2 )
\Aud Mars, a Plonger, and Hls Wife in o} Early Curtise Biplane year, under My direction, ’Continusd on Page 135)
! 3. - ; - > i -
: o S . z )
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: (Cantinued from Page 142)
¢er forgave an injury. The only reason
ohn Israel was alive was hecause Mr.
Armit's rifle missed fire a time or two.
Thomas Armit indistinctly saw familiar
faces in the throng about him: he saw.
Gen, John Woods and Judge Addison, Sen-
ator Ross and Major Craig and Gabriel
Dubae, the Frenchman. They were Feder-
alists, favorable to Captain Stenles; but
there were Republicans as well—Doctor
.. Scott and Thomas Baird and James Mec-
.Clurg. They had joined in the huzza. Gen-
. eral Fowler stood shoulder to shoulder with
Tarleton Bates. A storm of satirical que-
ries assniled John Israel: Hadn't he better
close his printing office and Jeave Pitts-
hurgh? How.long, with Mr. Armit gun- -
ning for him, could he hope to live? Would.
he meet the old man in an encounter?
Bates stepped forward. Ile raised his
hand for silence. I have an announce-
ment and a request to make to Mr.
Tsracl,”" he proceeded. ‘‘Lately there have
been in the Tree of ‘Liberty certain un-
flattering references to Captain Mathias
Stenles, ut prosent running for prothono-
Y tary in this city. Captain Stenles deserves
hetter even (rom his opponents. Captain
arenles fought for America, for us, for
‘Pittsburgh, in the sanguinary war :u:ni)mt
. Fngland. He was wounded and suffered
for the cause of liberty. Captain Stenles
is a man of honor; he i3 now rct'urning

| ACCELERATING SENTIMENT

' (Continued from Page 7T

than Deachey or Mars got out of their.
_machines. The position of the engine was
, ' rosponsible for the high mortality in
crashes. The motor always fell on top of
the aviator. v
It was in this type of machine that
Beachey gave his exhibitions, and I still
shiver when 1 think of him {lying through
the air in that flimsy contraption, resem-
biing nothing quite so much as a monkey
" ¢linging to a zooming trellis. - Every stunt
he accomplished added a new item to the
science of aviation, even though that stunt
. was for the edification of the whpat binders.
guzing skyward from the state and county
fairs, which were early aviation's proving
grounds. Instead of Beachey's stunts be-
ing encouraged by Curtiss and other deans
of flying, he was severely eriticized and
threatened with ostracism by the clubs
promoting air tournaments.. They called
him a flying fool and aerial maniac, who

was bringing ridicule to the sport of avia- -

tion. Thereris no doubt that dozens of
gamesters were -killed trying to emulate
Beachey's hazardous feats, and Curtiss ab-

- solutely refused to build a machinein which
Benchey could loop the loop.

The first loop the loop accomplished:in
publicwasmadeby the Frenchman, Pegoud,
at Issy, France. But thereisno doubt that
the idea germinated in Beachey’s brain., In
fact, | had advertised him in 1912 as lodp-
ing the loop at a height,of 5000 feet. The*
reason why [ sent him up to that distance
was because his loop was nothing more than
a vertical bank in a 100-foot circle. It was
a loop all right, but it was a ring-around-a-
rosy affair and not an up-and-over somer-
auult. Ilowever, you can get away with a
1ot of stufl when you are 5000 feet in the air.

Beachey knew that he could loop the
loop but didn't want to try it in a bamboo

from Cincinnati; and when he does return

" of him. as an individual and a citizbn.

freedom. 5

, shaped, eight-cylinder aviation motot, ino

. that the engine would resume op atiorj

_ of the air service and two sisters

54
3

1
= P

i ’

he will demand personal satisfaction from
Mr. Isracl. Captain Stenles is a lion in
spirit but wasted in body, and a number of
gentlemen have joined mein the resdlution
to prevent him from engaging in i duel.
Mr. Israel, if the present attacks on Cap-
tain Stenlés continue in the Tree of Liberty
we will insist on meeting them in a body.
We will insist upon Captain Stenles not
acting. I may add that some of your mk}st
distinguished political supporters are Yin
agreement' with me."” :
John Isracl was amazed. He had noth-
ing personally against Captain Mathias
Stenles, a gentleman of the highest repufa-
tion. Hehad merely written in the intergst
of the party. Mr. Tarleton Bates well knpw
that political controversies often took onfin
appearance of bitterness which had no hnse
in actuality. The Federalists could .tlot
possibly. elect their. candidates” and ‘he
would he delighted to accord Captdin:
Stenles the fulleat expression of his opinion

There was a {resh and louder huzza. Jarjes
McClurg took the place of Tarleton Bates.
He wanted, he said, to emphasize. all that
M¢. Bates had expressed. ‘The Republitan
Party honored the men who had had a phrt
in the great struggle for America :t d i
Thomas Armit didn't hear him. He wjas’
dead. ;

b
"

;

2

cage that was little stronger than a lir- |
rowed umprelia. He gave out intervidivs |
for two years, stating that his next grpat !
feat would_be the loop, but Curtiss refuged
to construt_p more powerful machine!in
spite of Bd¥fhey's pleadings. Having baen
deprived of his prospective thrill, BeacHey
got disgusted, quit flying #nd’ entered the
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dollars moré and own the finest. - %y

Shehtly higher mest
o the KisEics
CUNSOLE CABINETS BY CASWELL-RUNYAN

Thndlr Copponation

Priced from $60. upwards

real-cstate business in his home towntof

NEW YORK

San Francisco in the winter of 1912.° %
When news was flashed that Pegoud had:
looped on September 13, 1913, using a
rotary Gnome motor, it was a great blow
to Beachey. Both Curtiss and Wright
claimed that Pegoud’s loop whs nothing
mbre than an optical illusion and that
Pegoud had merely accomplished Benchvfy's
vertical bank. But Beachey knew thay it
had been done and wired me to meet }im
at Hammondsport, where we arranged with
Curtiss immediately to construct a pline
from designs that Beachey had submitted
two years before. The engine was a \V-

rotary Gnome of the type used by Pegoud
being available in this country. : .
Curtiss built the machine under protgst,
claiming that the upright motor Would stop
at thé apex of the loop and thaf Beachey
would finish the loop in a hearseA Beachey
pinned his faith to his theory th centrifu-
gal force would carry him up and¢jover ind
on |
the downward arc. - :
While .Beachey was landing fiafter his’
first flight with the new machine, vhich was
2 biplane with a wing spread of tenty fl:t,
he miscalculated the speed of the midget
craft and swept over the roof of a canvas
army hangar. There were two licutenahts
pﬁ'rched;cn
watching
hs. -The

the ridgepole of the hangar
Beachey's- first flight in ten mon

Worin roofs =
‘made watertight ..

T'S -casy now to keep your roofs watertight.
Rutland No-Tar-In Roof Coating makés an old
roof zs good as new. It'sno troublearall toapply—
costs little—and protects you against water damage

costs and annoyance. It makes a
maintenance expense.

Rutland No-Tar-In
1

coverrng. Nota droY)oftu in it

sag, harden, peel or

proofing foundation walls. .

Save money—year after year

T will pay youtoinsiston Rutland

™\ Coating (or No. 4 Paste) at your hardwareor paint
store. Save money by mailing the cou
Rutland FireClay Co,,Dept. B-38,Rutland,Vermont.

Roof Coatingspgovidesaperr
fece roof of asphalt and asbestos—a fough mineral :

lister. Forany roof or surface.
It also has over thirty other uses,

lusting job—no
twill nbt crawl,

such as’ wager-

No-Tar-In Roof

on today.

‘Rutland
ROOF COATING

RUTLAND FIRE CLAY CO.

., Dept. B-38, Rutlaad, Vermont.

Without obligation, please sead_me more informs.
tion about Nu-Tar-In, with name ot nearestdealer. .
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* . taining locally both renewal and new

i1 stepped out of thé machine and
i retired from avihtion for the

Wash your face to|re- -

ove dust and dirt, apply -
_ MOLLE “ith finger tips,
: th‘hye;o'xicc-'over and then

It's’ wravelation in quick,
%'a.:y having with perfect -
B ;)fiiée( comfort.. One tube
- will convince you. :

i

: ’ It will pay you to~
investigate our pleasant, casy plan
by which even a small ‘group of
_workdrs'¢an quickly carn the efera

_ money neededfor improvements or
other special purposcs.

- $100.00 or Morc

Many church organizations have been
able to raise $r00.00, or more, by ob-

subscriptions for The Sarurday Evening

Post, The Ladies’ Home Journal'and The
Country Gentleman. We will pay you gen-

crously, in cash, for this seryice. Write
. today for all the interesting details.

. The Curtis Publishing Company
254 Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa.

FILMOLENS

The Unéug'ahablc Tail Light| |
i One size—tYims to fit any tail lunp. ‘
Standard.an Chevrolet, Oldsmotule, Stag {

Six. Oyer. 4 million sold, At your dealer’s.
Filtholens Sales Co, '*3} Fard Bthine

—.

ol The ParAfinder. Ainet- 2
s Hyrliet, Mumt unibjue, mest 8
entertatningwerklv magazine. k- ullof
wit.huor, lotmution, newsevents, ple-
7 turcs. spectal leatures, heat fetinn, Cnee you
rewet FHE PATHFINDER yougwilt ne 1 %
b ont 1t S yamir narme and | %ISR DIATELY
THE PATHFINDER. Dest. G-221, WASHINGION. D. CC

zx’l‘ :N' 2 Witte far free Guitle looks and
£ . "RECORD OF INTENTION BLANK .
Senit model afsketeh of invention

A for Tnspection & Instogs one £ ree. Terms Reanonsbie,

Victor J. Evans & Co., 727 Ninth, Washington, D. C.

and one was killed. It was the
* first. time in his pareer that he .

:310,000, for I had such’faith in
! Benchey's, loop that I had or-
i dered .that amqunt of lurid

! twenty-four-sheetlis an immense

i ograph. Asit wak winter, [ had

i San Diego. and that town was

e e e e i e

| v
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licutenants Inupo%l. hut the sis-
ters were struck: by the wings

had ever injured akpectator. e

second time.
That faced mefwith a loss of

twenty-our-sheet] posters. A

advertising sign just two dozen
times thesize of an ordinary lith-

intended starting Beachey off in

plastered with cirpus posters: in-
forming San Djegs that Beachey
wouldflyupﬁidgt awnon Thanks-
giving Day, 19}18. - Even the
;ickcw were :wilhh: in advance.
‘ |

A New :!'tunt

!
I had a hook-up with the Al
Bahr Temple Shriners and it was
under their auspices that
Beachey was going to (ly.
Beachey mooned |around . Ham-
mondsport fora week and Imade
no attempt to persuade him-to .

were twenty-four-sheet stunds

o every wall and fence in Cali-

seaing every man, woman, and

Tspring wanted tosee Beathey.
.

All GrandStand Seats

We leased grounds which
would recommodate 50,000 peo-
n'le and threw open the gatex.
Every gate had an armed guard
seady to protect the siiver har-
vest which was to tlow into our
moneybags. But no crowd ma-
terialized, nor were any dollars
paid tosee Beacheylooptheloop.
Selling tickets to see Beachey
to0p the loop in mid-air was like
selling pasteboards entitling the
holders tosee a free eclipse of the
sun. The crowds numbered up
to 100,000, but they didn’t crash
the gates. They stayed outside
the fields in the roads and mead-
ows, where they could get a fair,
impartial view of Beachey in his
aerial convulsions. It was then

" 1 realized that Barnum had a
canvas over his cireus to prevent
the public from stealing free

. looks at his animals. We lost a
ton of money on the four towns

" and Beachey suggested another
retirement, I vetoed this, ns [

reconsider his decision to re-
tire. But one morning when he
opened hig eyes the first thing
he saw was a twenty-four-sheet plastered
on theside wall of his bedroom. The poster
depicted him flying upside down—a thing
he had not yet accomplished. The next
day we were on!| our way to San Diego
with the new airplane crated away in the
baggage car. :

Beachey madel his first trial loop the
same day that he saw the two army Tads
crash. ThenIsent the telegramsto Garrison
and Daniels, and the House of Pickens was
back in business. I+ s
The telegrams| drew sparks. Beachey
came to me the next evening holding two
telegraphed responses in his hand. The re-
plies invited him, to come to Washington
and show Congress how the Government
should be run.  He couldn't understand the
telegrams, because he knew nothing of the
wires I had sent to Garrison and Daniels.”

Mr, and Mrs, Xnabenshue

When I told him that he was geing to
Washington, Beachey retired from avia-
tion for not only the third time but for all
time. I talked him out of that and he was
in Washington in a short time, spending
four hours with Garrison and as much time
with Daniels. . i

Once again the name of Beachey crashed
the {ront pages of every newspaper in
America. Ile called attention to the fact
that while France had spent $7,000,000 on
aviation in 1912, the United States had ex-
pended a miserable $125,000.

[ immediately rushed Beachey out to the
West to reup in the golden harvest of dol-
lars which I knew would follow such terrific
publicity. We played Fresno, Stockton,
Sacramento and Oakland on four successive
Saturdays and Sundays. I had the public
steamed up' to the whistling point. There

couldn’t retire without the per-
mission of @ referee in bank-
ruptey. [ asked Beachey to
reconsider his retirement until I could think
up a plan o outwit the public.

The idea came to me that same night. I
wired Barmey Oldfield, who had also re-
tired from automobile racing, and asked
him to brirg his fastest car to join me in
San Francisco. In figuring out the failure
of Beachey’s exhibitions, I realized that [
had made a mistake in having the lithog-
rapher depict Beachey turning loops in the
clouds. This tipped the public off that they
could spot him from any section of the state
and canceled the necessity of buying tick-
ots. 1 discarded the twenty-four-sheets
showing Beachey high above the earth and
had 2 new batch printed in which he was
shown skimming the ground directly above
a thundering four-wheeled avalanche. In
that avalanche were the familiar features of
(Continued on Page 149
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. mey Oldfiedd, smoking his fumous cigar,

file he drove n Cyclone at the loitering

© ipeed of 100 miles an hour. The legend on

the poster informed the amazed public that

the Demon of the Sky would race the Dare-

devil of the Ground for the championship of

* the earth, air and water—which were three

© very necssary elements for the comfort of
man.

Then hefore I launched forth on the
greatéat bullyhoo that Oldfield nnd Beachey
ever got, I hired fifty carpenters and built
the fences ten feet higher. If anybody was

‘going to see my next show free he would
have to find a knot hole in the fence. Old-
field had no idea of my object in asking him
to come to San Francisco, and his first
inkling of the acheme was when he lopked

" out of his Pullman window and saw him-
self twenty-four-sheeted on ‘the side of a
barmn. When he saw himself in a racing car
with an sirplan® riding on his neck he re-
alized that Will H. Pickens had evolved a
new method of endangering the lives o( re-
tired dare-devils. .

The posters were beautiful cxnmplm of
the pnmt factory’s. art. There are only’

‘seven pnmnry colors in the spectrum, but
my taste in posters had graduated from the
prim class years before- When I selected
poste: was in the high schdol.
had only one objection to the bombastic
pictures, and that protest was based on the .
fact that'the posters.portrayed Beachey's

plane perched on Barney’s cap. Beschey ;

had an uncanny judgment of distance
which was sotcertain that I advertised him .
to land a wheel ‘on the butt end of an egg,
bump the egg just hard enough to break its
shell, and then zoom upward into the sky
agnin. He did this on Easter Sunday in'San
Diego. I selected a nice, [resh egg from
cold storage, showed it to the ten officials of
" the meet and then placed the egg in the
center of a white sheet on' the landing field.
. i 2 i

'I'oo Many Loops l(
!

z Beachey rose 900 or 1000 fect nnd then.
‘dropped in a nose dive straight for the egy.
He.leveled off sbout. filty feet from t
ground, continued .on toward the égg an
. skimmed lightly across the sheet amid the
cheers of the crowd. I ran out and gotthe
egg, bringing it back to the committee, who
«uw the shell was slightly cracked. That
made good copy f{or the newspapers and we
* pulled it right along at small fairs,~ I forgot’
to tell the committees that on my way out’
to place the pearl of the farmyard on the
sheet I tapped its shell lightly with a foun-
“tuin pen, thereby being sure of a cracked
" egg even il Beachey should miss \t—-whlch
he always did. 4

The new ccmbmntlon of Oldfield :md
Beachey was oue of the greatest outdoor
amusement combinations ever known. It
wnga purely a hippodrome, Barney winning
one day and Beachey copping the next.
Whenever Beachey wanted to win, all he
had to do was to drop his plane in front of
Barney’s car and Barney would be forced to
coast in second. This combination cleancd
up $250,000 in its first year,

Oldfield and Beachey were equal attmc—
tions. I used Barney to get the reluctant
spectators inside the gates, for he broke the
travk records day after day. After the
\thrilling race Beachey would go up and
loop the loop,

At first ayingle loop was enough to make
the weed benders gasp out their gold bridge
work, but ns the novelty wore ofl he was
compelled to break his own records. He
worked up from one loop to two, to three
and finally up to nine.

One day in Sacramento he d‘(r;en amid
the plaudits of the Western coast. - The
Sucramento newspaper which screamed.this

news to the world the next day also ran a .

small item about an Englishman named
iamel who had accomplished twenty-seven
\oop-, the same alternoon.

.The next Sunday Benrhey was forced’

to do twenty-cight loops to retain the
upside-down laurels for America. Then
some jealous Frenchman did sixty-four and

. mysterious Englmh flyer who was eupposm

Oldfield -

“Oregon- later on in Chicago, St. Louis. |

- American sa\lom, ’I‘he majority left in a
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Bmz:hf-y tppped this with sixty-five. He-
was finally doing cighty loops in an after-
noon, but by thrt time the rubes wern
yawning. ;
A daredevil feat shou‘d be vcomplmnw‘ I
but once an afternoon, provided it is em- |
bellshed with proper ballyhooing. The |
minute you do it twice in the same spot the .
spectators think they can do it themselves. |
Eighty loops meant nothing but a mllr,‘
waste of time and gasoline. Hamel cer-
tainly apoiled a good racket when he did ;
twenty-seven in one fling. Hamel was '—v\

to have been lost in the North Sea at the !
start of the World Waur.

| Remember thq Oregon!

I took the OIdﬁold~Bcnc"ey .combination
into every city in the country, big and littie.
There was one city I was very anxious to
_play and that was Dayton, Ohio, home cf |
Orville Wright, who still insisted that the
loop was an optical illusion, even though
Beachey had been doing it for six months.
We gave Wright his first view of Beachey
on August 1} 1914, Wright watched
Beachey through his field glasses and then
admitted that, if his eyes ‘mdn t deceived
him, his opera’ glmes were cheating. e
shook hands warmly with Beachey alter
the loopmg and admitted that the loop was
2 fixture in aviation. We collected $22,000
in Dayton that day from a crowd of 30,000.
The net was $18,000, which was divided
three ways botwé‘cn Oldfieid, Beachey and
myself,

Bcnc.hcy s biggest alternoon was the day
he blew up the battleship in San Francisco
Bay before the Panama-Pacific Exposition
opened. [again put.on a magnificent bally-
hoo, with twenty-four-sheets depicting
Beachey bombing the battleship Oregen.
The picture was a composite photograpn
‘made up by newspaper artists. The battle-
ship was the Oregon, all right, but the
smolke and flames of the explosion were the
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upper half of a photo of a burning oil wei

which had been struck by lightning.. The
fragments of iron and steel flying through
the air, which made the poor old- Oregon
look like a bursting junk yard, were bor-
rowed from a picture of a collision between
two locomotives at a state fair in Arizona. |
The affair was such a success that ['sank the

Brighton Beach and many other places.
Both Oldfield and Beachey complained
that they had a difficuit time being as
brave and us reckless us my twenty-four- |
sheeta. The actual battleship sunk was the l
Gorgonzola, and it was made of wood ard
painted canvas, about 200 feet in length.
This structure was erected on two barges
arld topped off with masts and funnels. It
was placed in position a mile {rom shore and
80,000 people gathered on the exposition
grounds to watch Beachey sink the boat.
There was a crew of 100 sailors on board
vhe Gorgonzola. I borrowed: them' from
the training ship at Goat Island. There
were six young fellows up in the crow’s nest
and women fainted when a puff of smoke
from Beachey's plune indicated that he had
dmppcd his first bomb. There was an an
swering explosion from the Gorgonzola, for
Beachey was a sharpshooter that day. The
men: started to faint, too, when Beachey
dropped fifty bombs in quick succession
and made fi{ty dead hits on the decks of the
battleship. i
The crowd was in a state of pamc. be-
*cause they did not think that Will H.
Pickens would massacre a crew of 100}

?
|
|

_daze, but the morning papers etpl:u"cd
everything. When the smoke of the explo- . !
sions hid the wreck, a tug took off the crew. {
Bcnchey then continued his ruthless de- | |
gtruction. But he never dropped a bomb. ; :
The only ammunition he had aloft was E [
some black smoke powder which he touched i |

It

off in a pApier-miché gun. l :
i

B

i

1

The Gorgonzola was decorated with a
series of smoke pots, ground bombs atd
dynamite, rugmented with mortars. These |
ﬁrewnrkn were hcyokcd up by electric wires |
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to a tug lying back of the Gorg;‘r:;\fn.
Every time Beachey touched off his paste-
board cannon a man on the tug pressed a
button, which exploded the dynamite on
the battleship. By pressing other buttons
he could ignite smoke pots, ground bombs
and cause the mortars to eject a shell known *
infireworks circles asan aerial salute, which

: )'whizzed into the air for 1000 feet and then

exploded with a terrific noisé that rocked
the shores of San Erancisco.
Even when Beachey was two miles away

| from the doomed craft, he continued to

| make direct hits on her superstructure. Her
guns, turrets and mnsts all were blown to
" souvenirs. That year's medal for the best
gun crew in the Navy should have gone to
the man who pressed the buttons on the
tug. He didn’t miss'the Gorgonzola once.
The exposition authorities paid. the ex-
penses: of lining the battleship with dyna-

‘| mite and bombs. That cost $5000. The

take at the gate was $16,437.60. It would
have been larger if the exposition authori-
ties hadn’t limitéd us to charging twenty-
five cents for adults- and ten cents for
children. Beachey got 650 per cent of the
take, which gave him.a profit of $8218.80
for the afternoon.

This stunt was one of a series in my great
aerial and military-preparedness spectacles

| which I had outlined for Beachey during

1915.- I had Beachey ballyhooed all over
the world and he was the outstanding fea-
ture in aviation: I got the preparedness-

paign idea following his qualifying six
Curtiss planes after the army experts had
said the Curtiss planes would not come up
to government specifications.

The plancs were about to be tumed back
to Curtiss because.the army flyers could not
climb 5000 feet in five minutes. Curtiss
‘wired Beachey in the West :md told hint* of

| his predicament.

Dlplomatlc Publicity

Bcnchey flew all the planes, and as he
came down in the last one he went through
a series of evolutions and aerial gymnnatics
which were looked upon as demoralizing
“to the young army aviators. His most out-
.rageous stunt was to dance a jig with his

t—anding wheels on the flat roof of an army

hangar. The official ward was passed onand
Béachey was barred. .

* ‘It was up to me to get Beachey back into
government favor, for my preparedness-
spectacle campaign -called for an initial
flight in Washington, with its sure-fire
front pages of unpurchasable publicity. It
was up to Will H. Pickens to start a bally-

sheets. Instead of the usual hooing and
shilling, I purchased a pair of rubber heels,
and throttling my exhaust within the city
hmlts, 1 went to dlggmg tunnels like a
mole.

I enhstcd the qupport of Chance M.
Vought\_associate editor of. Aero and
Hydro, a Chicago aviation weekly which

| had been‘forcing a campaign in an endeavor

to cause Congress to donate adequate ap-
propriations for military aircraft. I sug-
gested to Vought that it would be a great
idea for the future of aviation if Beachey
were invited by government aviation offi-
cials to demonstrate man/s mastery of the
air to the country’s lawmhakers. But, I ex-
plained carefully, Beachey would not go to
Washington if there were -suspicion
that he was doing it to gain persor}ni capital

hooing and a shillabering that would get.
results. This time [ used no twenty-four- -

oiit of the exhibition. In proof of this, he
would cancel the trip if any announcement
leaked out in the newspapers. Vought wrote
to the chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics,
who replied that he appreciated the value
of the suggestion. When I saw his reply, -
I traded my rubber heels for 2 bass drum
and prepared to make some noise. Science
hath its victories, as weil as brute strength.

Seeing Is Believing

Beachey was to fly on Monday, Septem-
ber 28, 1914, and he was to be watched by
President Wilson, his cabinet, members of
Ccrgress and everybody in Washington
who could bend a neck to the rear. On the,
preceding Saturday, Beachey gathered in.
$8000 flying on a percentage basis at the
Illinois State Fair in Springfield. While I
was checking up this money, Beachey got a
wire {rom the Bureau of Aeronautics ask-
ing him for permission to publish his name

- in Monday morning’s Washington Post. It

was to be a dignified announcement which
would in no way detract [ron Beachey's
prestige.

I told Beachey to wire back and permit
them to publish his name, This was a great
personal sacrifice op my part, for by now
you can understand how I hated publicity.
When that wire was.sent it was the first
time in my life that I missed the presence
of a paper hoop or aomethmz else to jump
through.

Beachey was in “ashmgton Monday
morning and the dignified announcement
consisted of a-{ront-page story in the Post. -
Beachey made two morning flights {rom*
the Polo Field, which was one of the gov-
ernment fields that had been-barred to him.
He made the first flight for the members of
Congress and then put on a special show
for President Wilson. He looped the loop,
tore off sizzling vertical drops, flew upside
down, demonstrated numerous roll-overs,
side slips, tail spins and other maneuvers,
which were as startling thirteen years ago
as an Atlantic flight is today.

Then we packed up and left for Brockton,
Massachusetts, where he flew the next day
and collected $7500. I had arranged his
exhibition so that it would not interfere
with the practical side of aviation. The
deluge ol publicity which swamped us after
the Washington flight was tremendous.
The reason Beachey wasn’t all on the [ront
pages was because the make-up men in the
composing rooms had to break up the story
and carry it over into the inside pages. Ire-
signed from diplomatic ballyhooing and
went in strong for the robust outdoor brand.

Beachey became such a national name’

that on the editorial page of the Indianap-
olis Star for Wednesday, July 22, 1914,
there- appeared. this sentence: “It's a
{ront-page story every day that Lincoln
Beachey remains alive.”
. Beachey was to be i {ront-page story for
but eight more months. We went back to
the coast after the oytdoor season in the
East and he ‘bombed the Gorgonzola on
New Year's Day, 1915. Then he opened the
Panama-Pacific Exposition on February
twentieth and flew every day until the four-
teenth day of March. On that day he flew
for the fourth time in & monoplane of his
own making, modeled after the German
Taube. He had made three test flights in
this plane, but only at very low altitudes.
His first' public flight in «the Taube was
before 50,000 people on. the exposition
: (Contlnued on Page 154)

Cing.
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(Cantinued from Page 150)
grounds. It was a small light monoplane
with a wing spread of only ‘eighteen [eet.
He'seemed as coo! and calm as usual, but,
oxponded some care in tuning and tlghten-
ing up his wires and braces.

e got off the ground in the ﬁ'st fifty
feat; flow out over the bay, came back at a

4+ height of G000 feet and started to loop the

loop." Then he did a long vertical drop and
turned over for his upside-down flight. Ile
must have realized that he was close to the
water, for he suddenly tried to whip out
from. his inverted posmon The terrific

'stram he put on the wings caused his left

wing to break off and_dangle by its upper
supporting wires. Then the right wing
snapped and fluttered in the air. He might
as well have been astride an-anvil in the
clouds; for the Taube dropped like a plum-
met into San Francisco Bay, plunging into
the water between the army transports
Crook and Logan. -

The machine embedded itself in the mud
under thirty’feet of water. Beachey was

‘hopelessly strapped in the only fuselage in

which he had ever ridden. A launch and
sixteen divers were: sent over from. the
battleship Oregon—the same boat which
Beachey had so often bombed in canvas

‘effigy.- It required the services of a derrick

on. a lighter to‘lift the Taube out of the
mud, Deachey was still fiemly held [n his
seat by Safety straps.

. The editor of th¢ Indianapolis Star was

{ wrong sbout it being a rfl;ont-pa;ze story

! every day that Beachey re

! was a front-page story the day after

8~ his death. Beachey had retired four times,

nined alive. He

but each time my twenty-four-sheets had
pulled him back. But he would have come
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back without my ballyhoes. e was a pro-
fessional dare-devil, and no professional
dare-devil ever quits. It is the same spirit
that keeps Walter Johnson on the pltchmg
mound alter twenty yearsof servicein front '
of the public. Barney Oldfield retired a half
dozen times and always returned. If you
think that old Barney is through, let me re-
mind you that only last July he drove a
1000-mile test against a speedway record in
Los Angeles and broke it. Jim Jeffries came
back and Benny Lcon:xrd will make the nt-
tempt.

It's in the blood. One of my dare-devils
was Jake De Rosier, the pioneer of motor-
cycling in America. He held many records
for motoreycle racing on board and dirt
tracks. . He retired on the average of once a
week, but couldn’t withstand the lure of
the flaming billboards. He was severely
injured in an accident on 2 board track in
1912 out on the coast. It was necessary to
amputate his right lez. and when [ visited
him the same night in the hospttal he
smiled up {rom his pillows and said, * Blll
I'm through for good this time.” :

I knew he was, for the surgeons had told
me before [ entered the room. They. al-
lowed me to stay for a scant five minutes,,
but I saw he-was following the pacemaker
who leads to eternity. Jake must have
thought. over his retirement during those
five mlnu:cs. for when [ arose to leave he
smiléd again and whispered, ** Bill, ballyhoo
me as the only one-legged motorr) clist in
the world, will you?"

But Jake never saw the twenty-lour-
sheets.

Editor’s Note~This is the firat of a series of ar-
ticles by Mr. Pickens. The next will appear in the
November twelfth issue.
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