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_ thatthebillboard ishalf °

“glamour from the sci-* -
ence ol vigorous out- | : -

liant statements had to

reliable witnesses. We

‘up twenty-four-shects

!‘c? CC CLER
HErlaws of grnvi-
tation and pure
food have ex-

look like the third day
at Gettysburg. The re-
sulting twenty-{our-

tracted the glory and .

door promotion. The S0
oid-time promoter
druwned his conacienc
in his imngination, ang
when facts” interfe
with the truth, he dis-
carded thbm both. 'We
helieved ourselves to be
honest, but we never
investigated too per-
sonally. Our books
were'open to the public,
hut aas these were
twenty-four-sheets on
the sides of barns, we
were {orced to muke the
statistica attractiveand
the totals atupendous.
There was no delib-
erate attempt at hood-
winkery. We simply
ried to make the pablic
helieve things thut we
hoped were true, [t
was [ortunatel{or us
that none of our bril-

be indorsed by three
operated on the theory

the circus and never
inaisted on ench of our
bill posters being ac-
companied by a notary

|

sheets depicted
Richardson in an eight-
colored battle with the
forces of sudden obliv-
ion. The descriptive
legend heneath the pie-
ture was both educa-
tional and vitriolic, and
when the villagers
seanned the result their
eyes popped out so far
: that they would. have
been as easy to pick as
berries on a bush.

Barking Bicycles

HOOKED up as per-

sonal ballyhooer {or
Richardson in 1896,
when the bicycling
eraze was at its zenith
and the bloomer girl
was causing the re-
former to polish up his
vocabulary and his
specticles at the same
time. Up to that time
I was ballyhooing my-
self, for I held the Mis-
sisgippi velocipede
records {or all distances
up to a mile. I also
won the Alabama
quarter-mile record in
1894 from a high-class
ficld of neighbors.

Cycle racing was the

public. Wewerepasting - FeoTO. 01 soBarm A Mannom
and not affidavits.

The ancient flaming blllbonrd has [uded under the re-
strictions of supervised advertising until it i3 now an
anwmxc thing of pink, white and lavender. When a mod-
ern mannger gets a diamond in the.rough he proceeds to

“polish it off and round it. When [ got a diamond in the

'_ thropist wishes to perpetuatd

rough I always made it rougher. and.when I got through
)nllpostmg a suburb I, could make you think the sun was
setting in sixty-seven “different places. I{ some -philan-
an important branch of

American aft and literature, hd should build a wing on the

“ Metropolitan Museum of Art and dedicate it to the hous-

ing of the twenty-four-sheet. Its classification will be diffi-
cult, asit was profane to the ethical but sncred to theyoung.
Not only has the color faddd from- the poster but the

- .accompanying legends have lodt their

© at the wool-bleaching speed of

authority and sting under thb close

Sy~ ngh\lrvlng Landing

{e held a world's record for riding a bicyele backward
forl one mile without stops for rélreshments. He could
alsh ride with both hands off the handlebars, ‘hoth feet
off{the pedals and both eyes on the fair sex in the audi-
ente. s best stunt was spinning on the back wheel with
thd front wheel raised s dizzy sixteen inches {rom the
graund. It was this feat which I selected to capitalize and
my} lithographers were instructed to emblazon Richardson
as the Angel of Desperation in the Spin of Death.
Th!s whirl of horror was nothing more than a few dozen
lutions on the back wheel of a bicycle, with no more
ce! tn(ugal force involved than that generated by a Japag-
ese| waltzing. mouseron parade. But a good sincere litho-
gra )h. il mishandled properly, cun make a school pumc

o
.

on the Roof of the Tanforan Race Track Grand Jtand, San Franclsco, 1917
) E

star attraction at all
Southern state fairs and
Will . Pickens was o

_dreaded competitor until a tendency to overeat slowed him

up considerably. [had prepared for this contingency, how- -
ever, by having myself appointed traveling correspondent
for Bozeman Bulger, then sports editor of the Birmingham *
Age-Herald. The slower I raced on the track, the faster [
spurted toward the telegraph office, and the Birmingham

- Age-Ilerald never lacked for victorious tidings of Birming-

ham’s favorite son. ] won many telegraph victories over
the greatest in the land and might have been world’s
champion if a check-up by the conscientious Bozemun
Bulger hadn't curtailed my career.

I went to Atlanta in 1895 to ride aguinst a young fellow
by the name of Dobby Walthour, who filled a spot in
Georgian hearts now occupied by Bobby Jones. There
were about thirty starters in that race
and [ wired my usual victory to Rir-

m’orwoﬁig of earnest young secretaries.

of chambers of commerce and the de-
mand for the finer things of life. Where .
Rarpum/|billed the hippopotamus:as

the bluod-sweating behemoth of Holy
Writ, Mr. Ziegfeld would take the same.
animal nnd placard it as Miss Africa, = ¢

The Spin of Death.

1\/ Y FIRST practical valuation of

thetwenty-four-sheet wasglenned
while ballyhooing {o? Lee Richdrdson,
the most reckless and daring|comet
who ever hurled fleshund steel forward
thirty
e been
uck of

most.
by Lee

miles an hour-—whxrg might ha
a thrilling performarjce on the
a razorback leopard. RBut, th
dangerous:animal eYer ridden
was a b\cyrlc' 'and{n blcycle was no
novelty, even in 1896, so it was up to
Will H. Pickens tolpaint a l'ienzlcd
halo o('heronsm around Lee’s head that
-would donvince the pliable pub!nc that

mingham. The next day the Age-
Herald carried this news of my victory:

Will Pickens came very close to winning
his race apainst Bobby Walthour and a
field of thirty yesterday in Atlanta, and
woulil have made a very creditable show-
ing if unforescen circumstances had not
compelled him to inish last.

The unforescen circumstunces were
my slowness and the fuct.that Bulger
was suspicious of my monotonous tri-
umphse So he hud uppointed a reliable
Atlants newspaperman to relay the
correct summaries to the Agetleraid,
That was my finish as an athlete and
my start as a ballyhooer. 1 strung
‘along with lLee Richardson and the
Spin of Death until he lefe for a tour of
thovorld in 1899, °

The day of the bicycle was nearing
its finish anyway, for a factory in
Waltham, Muassachusetts, was minu-
facturing a tandem equipped with
2 small one-und-three—quarter [{. 1
motor made in France. This wius not

Richardson was the pathfinder for the
man who carried the mensage to Garcia.
i

10 Fanw mevaIONE

Willlam - X. Vulndorbll' Jr.. (at Left) Watching the 1000 Vanderblit Cup Rn(.

1 mutnrr)«h’ for the riders on the
tandem were forced to pedal and




tery of these machines and made a tour

contraptiont. Onewasin Cleveland and

heard of their names— Alexander Win-

-~ how long it took to build

- some months, I left and
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_pedaling. The motor, which was
_# Dion one-cylinder affair, simply
celerated theirefforts and made more
hoise than progress. I bought a bat-

of the country with a troupe of [amous
pace followers, among them being
Ailler and Waller, noted six-day racers.

The De Dions made such a terrific
racket that audiences would leave their
seats and the building. It was neces-
sary for me to spiel a long ballyhoo
Hefore each race, telling the crowd not
Lo he frightened at the unusunl noise,
which was simply an explosion of gas-
oline ignited hy an clectric spark. .It
was all now to the crowds in those days,
They never did become accustomed to
the barking bicycles.

Promotersmust keep pace with prog-
ress. Just when I had figured that
there could be nothing more danger-
ous than motor-paced cycling, I heard
ahout two fellaws in the Middle West
who were tinkering around with n new

the other in Detroit, and you may have

So we cooked up a scheme wherehy
Cooper and Oldlield would both make
money and Will H. Pickens would also
gt his share of the plunder, Cooper
wold the 999 to me and made a deal to
manage Oldfichl, [ had the 999 but
no driver, for [ was too busy trying to
make a living with a erippled head to
take chances on a crippled body. |
finully signed Dare-devil Hauseman
to pilot the car. The combination
hegan to function as per schedule and
I publicly challenged Oldfield aj
quivkly as [ could get out the twenty!
four-sheets. :

Early Hood Styles

QOPER accepted in Barney's be-
- half and the first race was pulled
at Savannah, Georgia. Oldfield won.
His reputation was growing rapidly,
having been enhanced a few days:be-.
fore the Savannah race, when he
defeated W, K. Vanderbilt, Jr., driving
his $40,000 racing car over the Daytona
Beach course. We toured the country

[P
ton and Henry Ford. Tom Cooper, :
who had bheen the star of a cycle-racing 7 |
team- which I managed for Chicago manufacturers of
wheels, returned {rom Europe.with wild tales of great
speed shown by racing automobiles in France. e claimed
that these cars could go a mile n minute. :
Cooper brought back a motor which he intended to
place on a bicycle and break all speed records. The daily
papers carried descriptions ol this wonderful thingum-
ajig, and Henry Ford, being intercsted in anything me-
chanical, called on Cooper and examined the motor. Ford
asked Cooper what he intended' doing with the engine and
Tom told him. Ford didn’t care much about bieycles and
informed Cooper that he was building an automobile that
was hetter than motorcycéles for {rightening horses.

The Last Word in Speed

NOW.Cbnper was a showman who had made plenty of
money in cyele racing and he asked Ford why he didn't
make a racing car that could be used to break records in
front of hig profitable crowds. The result was a partner-
sifip, Ford to, build the machine and Cooper to drive it.
While they were building the car, Cooper sent for me g:xd
asked me to ballyhoo the first modern car of Juggernaut.
I got all steamed up over*
the possihilities, but my
ardor cooled when I saw

the car.

The casting was
bad in those days,,each
cast taking several
weeks to make and the
work being crude. The
metal was full of sand
holes.and air hubhles
which would not be dis-
covered until the cast-
ing was being dressed on
the lathe. Realizing
that the job would take

opencd an amusement
park in Alabama. But
the persistent Ford man-
aged to finish the job and
challenged Winton, who
was then the recognized
American champion.

A date was set for the
race, but on the eve of
the contest Cooper was
stricken with appen-
dicitis. There was 2
young fellow in the Ford
amp who had made a
wood reputation as a
daring rider.of motor
tandems on the bieycle
track. Like all young
fellows, he was eager to
do anything dangerous,

‘An Early Pf(c!ugr’dph of Henry Ford
the wheei. The youngster made good, heating Winton's
famouk car, Bullet Number 1, and hanging up a world’s
record] on the Grosse Point track in Detroit. An old rail-
rond engincer was one of the big crowd which saw the race,
and ad Ford's car scooted by he took off his hat, wiped his
brow dnd said, *Boys, she runs {aster than the 999.”

The 999 was the locomotive which had drawn the first

“Empire State Express between New York and Buffalo.

She was looked upon as the last word in speed. And that's

how? Ford's first car came to be named 999, which meant

‘glory not only for the carand for Ford, but also {or its first

driver, Barney Oldfield. -
Oldfield sprang into instant fame. After driving the
999 in a few exhibitions and races, he hooked up® with
Wintan. to drive the Bullet Number 2. Cooper bought out
Ford's interest in the 999 and qgnin sent for me to manage '
his interests. Realizing that the automobile was a going
concern, minus sand holes and air bubbles, I sold the
amusement park and came North with plenty of money to
promgtc Cooper. We figured that the new car
Wintoh was faster than the 999, and that the Bullet Num-
ber 2 |would win all the silver cups and cash prizes in
matchiraces.

built- by ~

and Oldfield never lost a race. But
my disappointment was assuaged by
|" . thefact that I got my share of the gate
money. The 999 began to develop spavins and we dis-
‘catdedit. I signed to manage Oldfield, for I realized thut
he was destined to be the greatest figure that the racing :
game cver knew. We formed a partnership in 1904 and
it has survived wind, storm-and quarrels through almost a
quarter of a century. During sQat time nearly every man,
woman and ichild has pnidr#f; cents to see Barney race
*around the motordrome. IT there is anybody who missed
him, that person can send me the fifty cents.

. After being out of Ford's hands for mor® than twenty
years, the old 999 is back in his possession. I allowed it to
be sold for freight charges in Los Angeles and one of Ford's
dealers bought it in. Very few people know that Ford was
once a dare-devil race driver and held the world’s speed
record for:one mile. He read one day that H{enry Fournier
had covered a mile in forty seconds in France.

In December, 1903, Ford borrowed the 999 from Cooper
and took it to Lake St. Clair, near Detroit. The lake was
{rozen solidly, and, after the ice had been sprinkled with
hot cinders which would enable the 999 to get traction,
Ford drove the car a mile in 39 2-5 seconds. *

During a practice spin before the big attempt, Ford dis-
covered that the intense cold would freeze the carburetor

in an open position and

it would be impossible
for him to shut off the

throttle. It looked as il

the attempt would have

to be abandoned, until a

young feltow called

Spider Huff Yolunteeredl

to lie over the top of the

engine and shut off the
carburetor at the end of
the drive., The car was
nothing but a chassis,
_ the engine being set on
aframewith four wheels.
. There was no hood on
the engine and Hufl was
warmer than Ford, for
‘theSpiderwas a-strhddle
the hot cylinders. The
only protection Ford
had was a thin board,
which he used as a wind-
shield. ( :
_ Ford’s mile rebord
stoord for three weeks,
when W. K. Vander-
bilt, Jr., lowered it to
39 seconds tlut on the
Ormond-Daytona
Beach drive. Ford's
performance is the more
meritorious of the two,
for it was made in zero
weather under adverse
conditions. The 999
really belonged to me
when Mr. Ford made

i

and Ford selected him
totake Cooper's place at,

o1, a1 enown suhimens, @, V. |

;
!

Erbstoh and Herdemann in the Baskef,

[ g i
Jockeylnz for a Jtart in the St. Louls Balloon Race,

(Continued on
Page 204;
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his record, for I had hought it from Cooper
‘about two weeks before that: but Cooper
- had promised M}, Ford the use of it for the
-8peed trials on Lake St. Clair. The 999 was
“a remarkable pidce of fast junk, .
+ Ballyhooing Ojdfield was very profitable
.and had but one|bad feature. Barney had
. the habit of accumulating a huge bank roll
- and'then retiring from the dare-devil busi-
ness. This retifing from active warfare
would cause Will H. Pickens to revise his
‘plans and think up other methods of con-
tributing to scidnce and sport. I never
worried over Oldfield’s retirements, for I
knew that Barndy would get back on the
track the day some other dare-devil broke
his mile record. But in the meantime, dur-
ing these intervdls, I kept abreast of the
times. -. 2 <
Grass has grown under my feet, and I
admit it, but I
grabbed a scytheland made hay out of that
grass. At the end of the outdoor amusement
“senson of 1907, a/year of financial panic, I
fourid myself broke in San Antonio. I had
" just finished staging motor races at the big
fairs in Texas and had fifteen styr drivers
under contract. | Farmers and promoters

in Texas, but in the summer of 1907 my ruin
was accomplished by heavy rains on Satur-
days, Sundays and holidays. Times were so
difficult that most of my drivers and me=
chanics were reduced to a hot-tamale-and-
chile-con-carne diet. I dishanded the speed
circus in San Antonio, and when I got
through paying ‘off the boys I had just
enough money [or a ticket to Chicago.

I broke the jump at St. Louis, where the
James Gordon Bennett International Bal-
loon Race was Heing held that fall. The
right to hold the|race in America was won
by Lieut. Frank| P. Lahm, of the United
States Army, who had finished first in the
Bennett race of| 1906 in Europe. There
were nine huge BHags in the contest and .I
was impressed by their size and beauty.
Another item dear to the heart and pockets
of a promoter whs the fact that nine na-
-tiong were represented in the race, thus
making it a worl championship.

This was Ametica's first big aerial con-
test, for 1907 wag long before the day when
nirplanes flew arolind in the air like chipsin
n lumber camp. [The heavier-than-nir ma-
chine was still an uinrealized dream and vot-
.ernn balloonists lgughed at the secret flights
of the Wright brothers. 3

in WHhite or Green
Gold Filled
$1.50 in White Metal

At your Jeweler's i

o THE SUREFIT Metal
A Watch- Strap is a dainty,
stylish bracelet made of this’

- remarkable flexible ‘material,
in which no springs nor links
‘are used. It holds the watch
securely and is comfortable—
always. Your jeweler will -
-show’ you several models.
" .Made for men’s watches, too.

' A Blow tb Patriotic Pride

" . There is something mysterious and awe-
inspiring about a/ monster balloon. People
saw it rise and soar.away at the mercy of
the air currents.] Nobody knew where it
was going to land—Ileust of all the occu-
punts of the basket, whose one dread was
that they would{be blown over the same

and others. » .
The St. Louis race was won by Dr. I. Erb-
| sloh in ‘the Gétman balloon Pommern,
which landed at gubury Park, New Jersey,
876.76 miles from the starting point. This
.was a new world record and the contest
aroused great interest all over the country.
I knew that the nbxt Bennett race would be
held the following year in.the country cor-
.| Tesponding with [the winner’s nationality
-1'and realized that/it was a staggering blow
to the United States. It meant that Amer-
ica must go through the yenr 1908 without
a balloon race, and being a seion of a proud
old Southern family, I determined that this
glorious nation would have a bslloon con-
test in 1908 if I had to make balloons out of
paper bags and Ylow- them up mysell,
1 had counted|the gigantic cotton-and-
“rubber bags and knew that there were nine
batloons to a rack. Outside of that infor-
‘mation | was still 8 pedestrian. St. Louis
alrendy having sden one race, I decided to
confer the honor dn another city. My ticket
read” from. San

vSafc‘t'y Claxn’;‘ Iruu% Security

nusiiny. Absolwtely ciren, |
Hewtt M wl{or yrumg nadoly, )
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{Continued from Page 27)

couldn't go back to San Antonio, for that
half of the ticket was already canceled. I
have never confided to a single Chitagoan
that his town's choice of the famous balloon
race of 1908 was decided by the railroad
company whigh sold me a ticket to Chicago.
Another point in favor of the lake metrop-
olis was that Will H. Pickens had unlimited
credit at the Stratford Hotel, now torn
gown, 80 you can give eredit where credit is

ue, . .

If you will follow me atep by step, I will
show you just how a promoter promotes. 1
took the train for Chicago and figured out
my hattle maps on the way. I didn’t have
adime and balloons cost about $2000 apiece,
uninflated. Anybody who has ever dropped
fi-quarter in the cellar meter realizes how
much gas would ¢ost to fill a balloon of ap-
proximately 60,000 cubic feet capacity. In
the first place, I needed a man who would
ride the white horse in front of the proces-

sion. This man would have to e a sincere |

amateur sportsman along the typeof W. K.
Vanderbilt; Jr.—a man who didn't call for

his lawyer every time he saw his picture in !
the paper, and a2 man who would take a ¢

sporting chance. There was very little

maltey involved in the initial steps, but the i

man on the white horse was expected to
[urnish that.

In ;he Best French Manner

I finally selected a well-known Chica-
goan, Charles Andrew Coey, for the honor.
Mr. Coey was a leading automobile distrib-
utor and an amateur -sportsman who had
frequently raced against Oldfield in open
speed tournaments in the Middle West. A
promoter’s idea of an amateur sportsman is
2 man who is satisfied with a silver cup in-
stead of .50 per cent slice of a $10,000 gate.
No sportsman could be too amateurish in
that respect for Will 1. Pickens.

Upon arrival in Chicago I called on Mr.

Coey and outlined my plan for filling the .
yacuum in American balloon racing for the

year of 1908. I told him what a wonderful
sight a balloon race was and how much one
meant to.the fair town of Chicago. There
were also commercial possibilities in the
scheme, and under proper direction, Chi-
cago could soon he the bailoon center of the

universe. Mr. Coey wns very enthusinstic :

and agreed to finance the promotion. The

first installment wag a check for $250, made *
payable to Will H. Pickens. This payment '
is what alpromoter calls front money. [t
enabled me to live in my necustomed style, !
to mingle with the best people and put up |

2 good {ro\;!t. It also enabled me to flash a
hank roll with a wrapper consisting of a
$100 bill and = filler of ones, fives and tens.

The next step {v&q organizing an Aero-
nautique Club in the best French manner.
As 2 comic opera needs at least one joke to
make it comic, the Aeronautique Club of
Chicago required one practical member who
knew something about ballooning. We
found that man in Octave Chanute, whose
writings on ballooning were recognized s
international authority. Coey called on
Mr. Chanute and had no difficulty in per-
suading him to join the movement to make
Chicago home port for the world’s run-
away balloons. With Chanute as the nucleus
of the organization, Coey called together
a group of thfluential friends in- commercial
and financial circles and the Aeronautique
Club of Chicago was launched.

The charter was procured. handsome
stationery engraved, membership cards em-
bossed, and, most important of all, en-
graved announcements of membership
were ordered. Coey was clected president
at the first meeting, and in his acceptance
speech: he painted the picture of the won-
derful panorama of the St. Louis balloon
race of 1907, and proposed a resolution that
the Chicago club sponsor a similar race on
July 4, 1908. The resolution was carried
with the proviso that it would be possible
to ‘procure ,the services of a competent

—
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if If your church could use some extra
money for improvements or other spe-
cial purposes, why not investigate the
tasy, pleasant plan which The Cureis
Publishing Company offers?

[Tt has helped many church clubs to
raise $100.00, or more, by obtaining
locally both renewal and new .
subscriptions for The Saturday
Erening Post, Tae Ladies’ I{ome
Journaland Tre Country Gentle.
man., Ynurpmﬁt.twi”bcliberal, :
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munity a service. Write today
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Fill up the crack

ITﬁ no trouble at all for you to make
cracked walls or ceilings as good as new.

" Rutland Pacching Plaster makes a.per-:

atch that's as lasting as the wall’
inclJ‘Ru(lnndncanertouscthnnplaucr
of ps is because it does not gct hard or
5ot msmml). Also, it is |
“‘more satisfactory’ because
it will not crack, crumble >
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Paint, wall- -paper and hardware
stores sell it H yourdealerhasn'e |
Rurland, we will-mail a E-ck:xc
dircct and you can pay the posts
man 30¢ plus postage. Rutland
Fire Clay Co.. Drm B-39, Rut.
land, Vermont.
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promoter to hnm”n the details. W Iu i

Pickens was very much at leisure. Coe ywas

nuthorized to engage my services. Ho.h sl
no trouble signing me up. .‘

I estimated that it would require 3203000
to stage the race. The next step wag to
raise the money. That's where the fim-

| portant engraved announcements of mpm-

hership eame in. We realized that
were many sportsmen and prominent
throughout the country who would ngt be
able to sleep nights il Chicago spx[] pred
from a dearth of halloons. Therefopp we
didn't slight a single citizen in our cfforts
to line up a strong brigade of volurtfeers
who would struggle for science and sport.
The announcements were sent forthiilike
doves from the ark, and soon our mailjbag
was full of accéptances.

There were 300 members in all, and §fter .
a reasonable period .we forwarded, fuch
member his bill for his first year’s dues.
The nssessment was $100 a hund nnd this
filled our coffers. &~

Remember that'there was nothing s
about this stunt.  Every member o
club was an amateur, pure and simple. {The
promotion was on the level and no cif¢ or
club ever got a greater run for its m“\ney
than Chlcngo in 1908. The only merce
person in the orgamzatlon was. Wi ‘
Pickens, whose activities were professi
and whose efforts were to be rewarded |
coin of the realm.
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Realizing that few of our new mengers
knew anything about, science of brysh-
ing the clouds in sphdrical blimps, wq de-
termined to furnish them with |n(orm3 ion
by publishing the first bajloon m‘xgx zine
in the United ‘States. We stuffed jthis
rdu- -
cational matter to enlighten the menghers
and enable them to carry on an"intellifent
balloon conversation with persons whothad
only themselves to blame for bringingg up
the subject. This magazine was calledgthe
Aeronautique Review and was printed in
lavish style on heavy calendered paper.¥fhe
date of the first issue was bebrunry. 1 08.
There never was a second. |

An obstacle developed at this sfige
which didn't worry me, but greatly ®er-
turbed less-experienced members of {jthe
club, This hurdle was furnished byfthe
Aero Club of America, headquarters Hew
York, which declared the proposed radd to
be an-outlaw contest and forbade any qf its
members or pilots entering or participaging
in the race. This meant that we wguld
have to procure our own bailoohs.

I immediately started on a, hurr up
tour of the country east of the Mississ ppx
for the purpose ol organizing aeto Qtul
other cities. After plapting the je 'I
returned to Chicago, and President (ley
issued n call for all loyal ballboriaty! to
meet in Chicago for the purposyg of oraun-
izing the Federation of Ameritan Jpro
Clubs. The original Aero Club af Amd
had but around six affiliated clubs. When
our outlaw banquet was held in Chicagp a
few weeks later we' found that'we §ad
thirty-six cities represented and each thwn
pledged an sero club. This took off jthe
outlaw stigmn and caused the bajloon ¢hn-
ter of America to travel overn, ght { pm
New York to Chicago. :

. Needless to state, the race was immgdi-
ately sanctioned by the new f{ederation gnd
Will H. Pickens was appointed diredtor.
general of contests. Everythmg nbou\} he
balloon race was going along. fine e iy pt
that we had thirty-six balloon clubs nd
not a single bnlloon. ¢

There must be nine hnl!oons in ovgry

an expert on that one detail. The time

now ripe for the big ballyhoo that wi

get ‘the people of Chicago and other cif
in the federation interested in t esscr’
industry of ballooning. Preside:
the Aeronautique Club came t
byordering\‘,hehiggestballoonin ]
capacity 100,000 cubic feet. "Hg
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i ; :
down $3500- and made a trial fight that
qualified him as a legitimate?and experi-
enced pilnt., He flew from Quiney, Ilinois,
to Clear Lake, South Dakota, a dumnm of
atiout 600 miles.

5Lnoys flight was widely exploited and
stimulated interest amony other. «nnru-
men. I splattered the country with a’
twenty-four-sheet showing him in halleon- |
ing costume with his balioon Chicago in the
bhckground,
Dick Ferris, of Minneapolis! Norman G.
Km-nnn. of Cincinnati; and Dr. Frederick
J| Fielding, of San Antonio, built halloons
at their own e‘pomc und entered’ thu-m in-
the hig race.

! That made five in all. We were sull four
shy of the correct number. The Aeronau-
tique Club decided to ﬁnnnce the building
off the riccessary four bags. The “entries

}.rc now complete und, like home-bréw,
the only thing lacking was an internatiomal
flivor. One'day a chap walked into.my-

* oflice and introduced himself,as Captain

Muller, of Alsace-Lorraine.
me

He furnished
with the missing link of the race. -

decided that Captain Muller would !

represent France, and cabled Louis Strang, .!
one of my nutomohxle—mcmg protégés, who .

wis in France racing over. the Dieppe cir- |

cuit, to eable the entry of his balloon, the

Ville de Dieppe, and nominate Captain.:

Mhller as pilot. I next took the gallant
captain to a éostumer and invested five wise
ddllars in renting a French army officer’s

iform, rank. captain. I could have made
hi a general for three more dollars. Then
I hustled him to the barber and had his’
straggly mustache turned upward’in.mili-

for the privilege of printing Captain Mul-
fer’s picture-on their {ront pages.

With Europe taken care of, we next’
turned to Japan. While trying to get hold
of|a Nipponese pilot I went down to a Jap
curio store and ordered a polite anunmﬂ
printer to make up some stationery on rice
piper heyring the insignia of the B‘\Hoon—
Club of Tokio. This title was in the
or] ;,mu! Japanese. Then I went to another
Japanese shop and paid an industrious Jap’
schoolboy to write ‘a letter, hegging the
hdnor of being permitted to enter Taro
Wiasaro, champion balloonist of all Nippen,
in| the honorable contest against so many
worthy competitors. He closed by heping |-
thiat the race would be won by the most
aurageous of all the.seckers after celestial
scjence and by atfixing a signiture purport-
ingz to be that of the dean of the aeronauts’
of| Tokio. . . 3 e

[}

.

A Balloon. Bur No P!lot

1 (ully intended to hire a an'\nmo pulot
guide a balloon in the contest, but was
able to get one. That’s where complica-
ns set in, for, after showing the letter to
other sport editors, - had foolishly left it on
a {lesk in the sport department of a'Chicago
ndwspaper. I also left a press story ex-
plhining the contents of the J'xps epistle,
When.the sporting editor came inhesent
a famous football player to a real Japanese
stiident.. This student translated the let-
tel and pronounced it authentic. Ife went
me one better by claiming to know the illus-
tr
W
wi

to

ous Japanese balloonist, Taro Wasaro.
hen I called on the editor the next day I
hs astounded to learn that he had pre-
dred a three~column layout of the letter
d was going to run' it the next'day. By
tHis time it was too late for me to confess
that it was a {ake and the layout appeared
¢ following morning. The Japanese stu-~
nt may have been right and there may
actually have been a Taro Wasaro.- But [
cquldn’t discover him or any otheér Jap whé
whs willing to take a chance in‘n strange
balloon. .

- {I issued a statement to the press, saying
tHnt Taro would be unable to appear: Then
1 lassigned the balloon I had intended to’
dddicate to the Land of the Rising Sun over
td the Aero Club of Winnipeg. We painted
olt the Japanese inscription and lettered
m{ the auguat name of King Edward, mon-
arch'of England. Wecalled our thxrdbnlloon

Colonel_Scott, of St. Paul!

t.lEy fashion. The Chicago papers {ought |-

T
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thrills—a whirlwind of furf and hilarity
to the tense. surprising chmax' Men and
women both enjoy its quick fuf and excite-
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fortune. <
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the Columbia. The fourth one was chris-  Doctor Ficlding, of San Antonio, who stood
tened th U'kilmd States. six feet|four inches. Captain Muller was
That ¢omp oted the nine entries and the the next broadeaster to take the air. Ilis
race had taken definite form. All Chicago compa 5on was George Schoeneck, a boy of
wos balloon mad. I had even been infected seventegn with a reputation for dare-devil

by the spirit of sportsmanship, and when automobile racing. :
Z 1 1 heard that another promoter was plan- Mull@r's Ville de_Dieppé plunked. right
o o . ning to stagg a balloon contest in Ohio 1 into thé middle of Lake Michigan and only
s - < . A denounced him as an outlaw, I made a  hisneryeand quick thinking saved him and
i 2 e i ] plea that the sport be kept free from the - theboyfrom drowning. He climbed into

- Hundreds of our ; i 1

profit-sharing element who would taintand therop rigging, pulled the kid up after him

workers will en

joy $50.00 o
more_ - =

injure the m%ious pastime of meronautics. and cut the basket loose with a pocket

i & : ? But I dién’c o g0 {ar as to relinquish my knife.
: Stmas contract, which entitled me to 25 per cent  The ille de Dieppe shot 5000 feet into
) - & | of the gate receipts. ; the air| and the captain should have been

= N We rented a plot of ground on the South pronounced dead right there. But through
5 T first reading of the question above you Side and, erected temporary stands which some mysterious method he brought the
i may murmur, |' No such luck.” But waita would ay mmodate25,000 people. Another bag down in 2 beet field in Northern
i1 minute—it may easily be true! If you will but | 25,000 could be parked in the standing . Michigan. The kid now knows that Cap--
- = ask us—yoday—wd will promptly send you full | section. “Board {ences were slapped to- tain Muller had never been off the ground
details of three dure ways to profit: (1) For- | gether arotnd the inclosure and everything before but is convinced that he was then
warding the renewals of present readers in | was ready for the race. The gas was tested the greatest balloonist in the world. The
your locality fpr. The Saturday Evening | and declared to be the'most buoyant of any seven other balloons got off rapidly and
Post, The Lhdies’ Home Journaland | municipal gas in the dountry. Final prepa- sailed over the lake. C
The Countty Gentleman; (2) sccuring | rations; were wompleted and we sat back ! g
*new subscriptions, ar;‘d 3) .acceptmg and waited (or the big day. . e i Hero of the Alr
i the orders of folks "’h o desire '?r““d 1 hadworkeg a total of eight months on S |
subscriptions as Christmas g! e th(:i contcstna:&d (ilt wns t!:\edbiggest thing I The crowd went home thrilled to the
= s s had ever taekled. It ha gathered mo- marrow, for it had witnessed Chicago's bid
. N 9 ExDerlence : mentum : like “the well-known anowball. for the supremacy of the air. The spectacle
N Necessary Although I was the recognized ringmaster, was over for the spectators, but it had just

; ; I was smartzenough to exploit the big begun for the pilots. They came down all

; thil:'::r:rc?:ioz:l:jtc;,::gt‘!c:ssaggi;:?; names in the Acronautique Club and to over the map. The next morning wires
convincc' N how casily you may win keep mysgll in the hackground. °Coey's drifted {n from the vagrant bags. Four bal-
i trial flight in the Chicago was the turning loons hhd dropped in the province of On-

point inour publicity and we got more tario, hhving covered distances {rom 300 to

- an extra|$50.00 between now nnd;
i 5 ime is short. So take '’ S s 5
e %€ newspapegspace than any other sporting 600 miles. You know about Muller. Three

ili h s
. ) u?:-\ﬁ it ) ep by matioe the c_o'upm event ever Held in the Middle West. more linded in Michigan. Only Doctor
i - AEnfme s i July Fourth dawned clear and hot, The Fielding was missing in the check-up. It
. : R o . - .. | balloon-inflating zone was wired off and was impossible to get news of the San An-
3 . There Are So Man}’ Th"ngs $50~O Will Bu}’-’ guarded hy militia to prevent smokers from tonio and it was feared that it had selected
— e S T - g : flipping lighted cigar butts into the danger one of the five Great Lakes as a landing

! ares. . Pictur¢ nin® mammoth balloons station) :

swaying like inflated elephants in a gentle Then came a flash late the following
breeze. The seats were graded from a dol- afternoon. It had landed in West Shefford,
lar to two dollars. Standing room was fifty province of Quebec. I hastily consulted an’
cents. When the crowds started storming outline 'map on the wall. I measured the
‘the gates, I might as well have been alone distanc& between West Shefford and Chi-
L R : ; : A | on a desert island, for I was fascinated by ¢ago and realized that the doctor had cer-
= : rri B e 2 e e |81 the nine big balloons. No less.than 50,000 - tainly }{opped tar and wide on his maiden
" i i | people jammed the park and another 500, jump. [ didn't know how far it was until
000 surroundesl the park and atudded the I had ired the United States Geographi-
streets and the lake front. We put both cal Suryey office in Washington and the
Chicago baseball games on the bum that Canadi n officials in Ottawa. They verified

‘THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY
i 275 Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pennsylvarjia

Please send.to me by first-class mail everything I'll need to make an extra fifty
before Christmas. . ;

o

o e——— s —— TS = j day. . my suspicions. Doctor Fielding had cov-
: smseninss s T —— S ——— ] | ered 8[? miles and broken the world’s
) S e Nine Balloons—Count ‘Em record! 58

5 s 2 s I.B(glgmif wfgmn- : : He hid beaten the previous mark es-

v

aee, Subniard ahors e e e 1o | But for once I forgot that I was a pro- tablishell by the Pommern in St. Louis the

'{,"ﬁ‘i’_:"'"{{’.{(L’;ﬁ'}‘.’.ﬁﬁ?ﬁflmfdmnlwr-i moter and kept staring at theswaying bags. year before by almost twenty miles. He
T aion 1» a et couee 1 | N0 matter what happened, no matter it came bdck to Chicago and was acclaimed

Ntermturt and fo m used by somme of Ameee s .

lensleu :.;m,‘nv;_r;::'.;ﬂ,c;'m-;.‘v..v. the race.was a success or a disaster, I felt ahero. |llewas tendered a big banquet and

B DA'V'"')VE CLARKSON e ook | vindicated every time I checked off the becamejan intefhational figure in balloon-
Tiii LARKSON BLDG. “mg‘\'}f(’,"‘,{‘:,’,‘. i bags, for there were nife of them and it re-

: ing.
BU c Ns quired nine balloons to make a race. Ihad When the returns were all in and the hal-

learned this in St. Loyis when my balloon- loonistsjwere safe on earth, I became a pro-
Quick, saferelief fram Bunion
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s mait myment plax. Wv:u‘mmqurq;:lm{.,:.';mt : < C. s . ; posing f g % s | o
i whatreer, St time § you act wine, [ateras : : ne on—t
Prenange, 134 W, Lake B, Departmes) 1109, Chissgs, shtvnlll Y sz"p £5 ‘“"n"f:" :o = l' . | : | =
3 - {
« 3 y . i
Clark’s Fdmous Cruises ,% — |
{ - i v ¥
By CUNARD-ARCIOR LINES| new oil| |* sl ! Ll
burners, Rates indlude hotels, guides, drives, i
¥, fees, ** Most valuel for your money!’ by un- AL
disputed testimony : foas i : :
2 . ; : : : 15 P =
The Electric Whisk Broom Round the World ' -4 L ! T :
'g"c Lical Xmas (3"" Amazing , 1285 day=, B1250 to $3000 il < e
uper-Suction! Goes everys~ . ;
where for dirt and gets it! In G 88 Caledonja’ sailing Jan. 16 . . ;, £l b
your autn, furniture,bedding, Westward, calling Feb. 2, at Los Angeles S . =
drapes and’even dainty fith crulse over a deligh) {ul itinerary under the auspices 4 L = e
i precest Already—the fa- of the originatorrof this fascinating {orm of de luxe A =
vorite cleaner in many travel; specially reservid liner run like a private yacht. by W - i3
thousands of homest Includes Havana, Pamima Canal, Los Angeles, Hils, A TSP [P/ -Lm
3 Honolulu, Manila, Jave, Burma, Ceylon, Exypt. [talv, i A 5
Light, Durable and Sald the Riviera, ete., with ypecial em vhasts on the visits to 7 Sy 5 s
on Money-Back Cuar- Yapan and China, [ndip, Egypt, Palestine and Greeee, e & ‘ e :
antee! At your nearest Kiop-nver jonger in Eyrope in the spring season. Wt SR ) 5 AL o
duh—v'-—« write us 3 z 5 G 5 e e e o & o "fj“ = Y&
digect! Medilerranean e S : “
a8 days. 8800 to $1700 i s oo
(13 - A e S P 3
: FREE Ronklet “The s 8 “Transylvahia’® sailing Jan. 25 St | A i
o Rerush of 1000 Uses™ sent f| | 24k crulse, specially (Paturing Spain. 1§ days Pales- | ‘ ke | 3
') o ) - upon request. ! tine, Exvpt and Rome AMany other imppriant visits J " Mo
. ; o trus, Stopeover in Eurppe if desited. i i
St O"KB/,!,.ACHI;:’E ,S?prNY f 4N Asenal S--uf %n&s;'ﬂmn‘v“- Wnllﬂ oanwa 95 w10 f1LTIN = | Rdltiony® WA
; el © Mrditerveneas: ¥ o 300 . n .
v? 'ﬁ& 411 Poplar St., Fore Wayne, Tnd. L iaf Jueej 303 s 103 " How'F That? Every One of Tham a Priceless Fira¢ e at's Thig«

FRANK C. CLARK, Times Bldg.. N. el ‘One All Alone Over Here?*™ “"Oh, That's the One I've Read.”* .

|
|
! |
i
|

e e g R~



ot

. V "HAT a trangformation Aluminum Paint will bring
about in your cellar! How bright and clean it will
look. How much lighter the whole cellar will be.
. Begin with the jfurnace. See how you can make the
ugliest thing in the| basement positively good looking.

You ,will not- want to‘»smp-theﬂi‘. You will go.on, to
the hot water tank, the pipes, the ceiling beams and .
the walls—so that your entire cellar will be bright, light,
clean and attractive as you have never imagined a cellar’
could be. : : : ’

-Moisture will ngt affect Aluminum Paint.

It protects wood and iron wm:fc from the attacks of =
dampriess. 1t wears and wears without rénewal.’ [t does
not rub off on your tlothes. Lt is easily cleaned by wash-
ing down with. the hose or by using a damp cloth. :

" Being a lustrous, silver gray color it does not show .the
powdering of ashes, so noticeable in unpainted cellars.
- Alliminum |Paint is not expensive. Ordinarily only one
coat is required. It is easy to apply and when the job i
done you't l)o;: proud to show it to your neighbors.
i L . §

ALUMI

NUM COMPANY OF AMERIC:

2326 Oliver Building, Pittsburgh, Pa: .

_Oﬁ_r?: in Eightee 4 Principal 4n{rﬁ(nn Cities

8 Aluminum Cbmpany of Canada, Ltd. 5
Toronto, Montreal, Canada

/I‘/umi'{tum in Every Commerc

ial Form

THE SATURDAY

CQAlways keep 2 can of
1Aluminum Painthandy
iabout the house. Use it
ito dispel dinginess of
‘every sort. DBrighten
‘clascts and dark stair-
ways with its cheery
sheen.
CRefurbish pipes, radi-
‘acors, the iron frame of
'your sewing machine,
‘the metal parts of your
Jkitchen sink and metals
‘of every character that
show aigns of age and
irust. :
(C.Paint the garage inte-
or, the rims of your
‘tires, the window
frames.
QI you would have your
‘home reflect 1 bright,
‘cleanly, checrful at-
'mosphere call on the
magic sid of Aluminum
Paint.

Mark

The pigment base for
the better grades of
Aluminum Paint is Al-
bron Aluminum Bronze
Powder, made of pure
ALCOA Aluminum.
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(Ca;ﬂlmnd from Page 208)
Federation of Aero Clubs to sanction meet-

.ings and provide the balloons for races in
" their towns. I determined to give up auto-

mobile contests and devote mysell to the
acience of neronnutics. After visiting many
towns and playing one against the other, I
selected Columbus, Ohio, for the next Sky
Derby. All contracts were speedily signed
and the race wa8 'scheduled for August 29,
1908. In the meantime I studied the rule
book and discovered that it was not neces-
sary to have nine balloons in a race. Sol
decided to limit Columbus to five.. The
city was all smoked up, for by now batloon-
ing was the great American sport. I plas-
tered the state with twenty-four-sheets and
an’enormous crowd paid to see the spec-
tacle.

The balloons were inflated at “Driving
Park with gas piped from a main several
blocks away. The bags filled as usual and
everything looked auspicious for the grent-
est contest ever staged. The five pilots and
their aids had equipped themselves with
enough food to lust a week. The word was
given, the ropes were thrown off and the
crowd cheered itself hoarse. But nary 2
balloon budged an inch. Some of them
wercnoddingsléepily,1ikeroundahou1dered
clerks on a hot day.

I rushed out and told the pilots to un-
hook their bags of sand ballast. This was
done, but still the balloons hugged the

November 12,1927

ground affectionately. Then, I ordered the
five aids out of the baskets. They dropped
out, but still the balloons acted like sick
lollipops. The week’s supply of food was
dumped overboard wjthout effect. Not a
balloon lifted its chin,off the ground. The
cheers of the crowd changed to hoots. Fi-
nally all the batloons got off the ground and
sailed hack and forth across the city like
Inzy buzzards, Twojof them managed to
sail out of sight, but the three others hung
over Columbus the rest of the afternoon.
The trouble was in the'gas supply. Air
had leaked into the pipes and was pumped
into the bags, diluting the lifting power of
the gas. o

Of the two balloons which got away, one
landed in Lake Erie and the other dropped
into a railroad cut at Niagara Falls.

I left Columbus rather hurriedly, de-
termined to give up the science of balloon-
ing and stick to automobile racing, for
motor enthusiasts are unable to hoot so
loud and so long as balloon {ans. That was
my last halloon race, although I had made
a fair profit at Columbus, and I'had pro-
vided tHe city with the greatest spectacle
ever seeh in Ohio up to four o'clock that
alternoon—which was the time that the
balloons| were supposed.to get off the
ground.

Editor”

articles b
the issue

Note—=This is the sccond of a acries af
Mr. Pickens. The third will appear in
{ November 26th. -
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