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A Modern Barmusm By William Hickman Piskens

‘
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HE saddesat words of tongue or pen
are oral. They are not contained in
i ?ho etilogics delivered when a nation
, ¢rumbles and (alls, neither are they to be
dircovered in the lachrymose squawk of
the dying gladiator. Though these words
seem sad enough in McGuffey’s . Third
Render, they are screaming subtitles com-
pared with the ones which have dripped
from my gloomy lips_at various times
when the time, was ripe and the setting
was appropriate. In order to squeeze the
[ull eanence of sorrow from the dictionary
of sufferinlg you require the proper en-
vironment and circumstances, - °
First, you must have an expectant mob
of 20,000 spectators who have gathered
within the gates of an outdoor hippodrome
to gaze with strained optics upon the
marvels promised them by Will H. Pick-
ens. Lured by the flamboyant twenty-
{our-sheeta, these 30,000 people have paid
from fifty cents to two. dollars each for
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she must swing to and fro on the rope .

“ladder as the plane bears her trium-
phantly past the grand stand several times
nsthe malespectators gasp and the women
faint. She is swinging dizzily on her pre-
carious pendulum, holding on with one
hand and blowing kisses with the other.
Then the plane whips up into the clouds
as she finishes her climb and disappears
safely within the fuselage. &

The Audience Sends Regrets

THE brown-haired girl blows kisses to
the audience because that is the eti-
quette of the show game. Lady trapeze
performers and all professional women
athletes twiddle their toes and blow kisses
to the spectators. But I have given you
a condensed version of the brown-haired
girl's stunting, for she did not catch the
ladder on the first attempt. Another item

toved,

: the privilegé of seeing the collapsible air-
2 ;

in the strict etiquette of ballyhooing is
that no trick shall be successful on the

plane ecollapse or the folding automobile
fold. They. wait for the advent of the
+ mechanical monsters which will cause chills to run up
their hopeful. spines. When a yokel pays two dollars to
pipe a mechanical monster you have to do more than chill
hin shoulder blades with fear. ‘Ile wants a fright that will
{reeze hia hat, 17 : ;
The reason he apent the two dollars is because he has
implicit {aith in the pretty pictures painted on circus bill-
bonrds, “Once inside the grounds, his mental attitude does
not whittle a whit. He wants to see everything you have
advertised, and you had better produce, or else amuse
yourself by glancing over thé:-humorous passages in your
last wifl and testament. Multiply that one spectator by
- 30,000 and you have the words and music for a tense
{situation. Thay have paid to be thrilled, and gosh, how
they dread i;{ 5 [

5 The Fas{esf‘ in the World

F‘JF‘,RYTI_{ING runs ofl smoothly until the big event of
A4 the aftprnoon. The racing camel beats the trotting
oatrich by /a foot and several tropical odors. The Arabian
acrobats twist-and bend themselves in sinewy pretzels all
over the lots and the mob applauds politely. The clown
policeman on stilts walks over the heads of the pretty girls.
Aunt Mathilda and Uncle Jasper, the two elderly rube
“comies who make annual pilgrimages over the big-fair cir-
cuits, go through their thunderous dialogue with parasol and
exr trumpet. Their act winds up with Mathilda catching
the errant Jasper talking with a painted Jezebel, who is
also an actor in the skit. The laughter is loud, but not
enthusinstic, for the mob is saving its steam for the

key legw, an the running horses of the fair circuita
w1 to outdoor showmen, complete their final heat

e crowd starts to Jimber up. The big event is next
and the daring aviator is about to flash his mechanical
monstdr before the amazed populace. The propeller is
twirled and the big plane hops across-the infield and takes
ofl, flying in low circles around the track. There is another
pulse uickening as a ponderous racing monster glides
from the cover of the stands and roars around the same
track.| It iz the famous Blitzen-Benzine Red Devil, the
fastest{ automobile in the world —that afternoon. My cars
were glways the fastest in the world—that afternoon.
The| two metal demons buzz and grumble around the
egg-shaped arena and the crowd watches them with an in-
terest that is sincere but not vital. The roaring from the
exhausts is the Joudest that money can buy, for noise is
i the mpin dish in a ballyhoo, both before and during the
" performance. A pretty brown-haired girl runs (rom under
the grind stand directly in the path of the speeding auto-
mobile. The 30,000 fans cheer wildly as she blows kissed
to them with both hands. The cheers increase as the
automobile stops and she climbs in beside the driver.
Off they go. The plane swoops down after them and an-
other [burst of cheering breuks loose as the mob spots a
new development. The pilot of the airplane has dropped a
rope ladder from the fuselage of the machine and it dangles
to and fro ag the plane swings after the hustling motor car.
This is the big event of the day. The little brown-haired
girl in the automobile is to perform a stunt that will make
Daniel's trip‘into the lion's den look almost effeminate by
comparison. -
When the airplane and the automobile have synchro-
nized their speed, the airplane will dip until the ladder is

and th

. within reach of the brown-haired girl's grasp. She will

then clutch the lower rung, and pulling hersell out of the
automobile, will climb the Indder slowly—not too fast, for

initial attempt. The first and the second
endeavors must be flops, as they say in
showdom. These two attempts are build-ups for the third
and Successful one.

But this afternoon something happened. The first two
tries have been successful failures und the brown-haired
girl blows- kisses to all within a radius of fifty miles.
The plane swings up and out and skitters around to get
another fuir shot when Will I1. Pickens hears the motor
miss. The flyer is so low that he has to make an emer-
gency landing outside the park. The brown-haired girl is
still speeding around the track in the auto. The crowd
thinks this is part of the show and waits for the plane to
comeback. Sodoes Will H. Pickens. Afteradelay of about
five minutes, the crowd begina to get restless and curls up
on the edges like gummed labels. Meanwhile the brown-
haired miss is still scooting around blowing kisses, but they
seem td have loat their sting. Mr. Pickens runs hurriedly
out of the park to consult his aviator and discovers that
he has cracked up his propeller and undergear in landing.
This takes another five minutes and the mob is simmering
sulkily like boiling glucose. There isn’t a chance of getting
the plane fixed that afternoon. So Will H. Pickens has
more perspiration on his brow than he can handle. Ie
strolls sadly back to the arena, picks up an emergency
megaphone, fills his frightened lungs with air and broad-
casts the saddest words of tongue or radio:

The management regrets to announce

Which is all that is necessary. This mourn{ul ballyhoo
is an apology of 700 words which I know by heart. I have
tried to make it in full detail on 4 hundred different ocea-
sions. But I never get any further than: :

“The management regrets to announce

Bang! First come the heavy seat pads which we have
been foolish enough to rent to the mob at ten cents a
cushion. Then come all the movable sections of the grand
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Attned, After that, the seats are ripped up aikd von) Juxh'ﬁ
K¢

out into the field, Thia heautiful shower of gifta ks i
# combined celebration of wooden, lenther nnd glidh wed-
ding unniversarien, for the deluge of presents fis spngled
with empty pop bottles und drinking glasses. Th crowd
ja keonly aware of the menning of: .E

“The manngement regrets to announce ——--"" P

. They alaa nre cognizant of the fuect that Will 1T, chonw
is the manugement, and although the band strikel ‘up The
Stnr-Hpangled Banner, it does no good. 1t does ngy bring
the erowd to its feet, for the mob is nlrendy on itd feet —
chasing the manngement which regretted to announce.

Fortunately for Mr. Pickens, the hrown-haired  girl is
still whirling around the track blowing kisses to o rioting
crowd.  As the car comes hy, Mr. Pickens «wmgv ot the
running bonrd and blows a mental kiss to eve ybody. *
There is no more scooting around the truck, for the auto-
mobile is headed straight for a weak spot in the fel e nnd,
muking its own exit, disnppears across countty. Ihu crovd
checks its impetus, reverses its line of march and hmul% for
the hox office to get its money back. B

Here is another pointer for young promoters, The box
office contains very little mongy, if any. It is.impossible

- to refund money to 30,000 indignant patrons. The pro-

moter has already given each customer u rain cheble with
his or her ticket. - This stub entitles the holder to pnother
performance in case there is anything radically wropg with
the one he is supposed to see. 1le can also have the choice
of exchanging the stub for his money the next duy at a
tdowntown oflice, But you cannot do business in No
Man’s Land when the shells are screaming cverhead and
the mob is bursting underfoot.
along a man who is known as the milker. O /

Jldelracklng Trouble on a Bonrd Track

V HEN the ticket sale starts at the' ho~< office, the mnﬂmr

makes hilf-hour trips to the ticket sellers and collects
all the cash in his milk pail. I1le deposits this'rich cream
in the sufe inside the office, which is usually in an obacure
spot under the grand stand. It is not agtually a secret
rendezvous, although there are no green arrows pointing
toward it. The crowd has already scen half a performance.
Therefore there is riarely any money refunded.  The show
is usually given a week later in the same spot“.mﬁ the svme
spectutors show up again equipped with their rain checks:

On a second performance like this, there is no etiquette.
The girl in the automobile grabs the lndder the firat time
around and climbs rapidly into the airplane. She never
wastes any more kisses on that crowd. g

You can never realize what it means to have Iovod and
Inst until you have been a management which regretted
to announce. FEven the brass band fails at this crucnl
moment, and brass bands hhve quelled more r)th ‘than
the police and state militin combined. In un ordinury tur-
moil or minor hrawl, the promoter signals th hand leader
and\ he crashes m'.o 'I‘h(' Star-Spangled B.\nner. This

So a promot(‘r/c(lrrleq ;

tune hits excellent goothing qualities in Maine, Michigun
and North Dakota.” When south of Mason and Dixon's
Line, the bedtime blare is Dixie,

According to Bobhby Burns, the mice often nibble at th
best laid plang of promoters and men, The promoter
spends his money building up his star ay a feature atteae-
tion, wastes his time, labor and more money steaming up
the ballyhoo, and then sees an accident or unforeseen cir-
cumatance deprive him of anywhere from $5000 for a
aingle show to $100,000 for a nationnlly arrafiged tour.

IThe preliminary expenses for lithographs, the nularies of

advance men, the rent for billboard space and advance

deposits for leases of race tracks and fair grounds in fifty

cities -all are swept overboard without u chanee for his

white alley. Ilis marbles are gone, with no 4omc|mrk
Quick  thinking

will often sidetrack

’ }

of July race, even though it would require plenty of
umoking up to overcome the failure of the home-town
promotars. Three or four other interests were alter the
sume track, for it wus looked on as quite's plum in the
outdoor-promotion racket, The present owner was willing
to lease the outfit for $3000 for one performince on the
Fourth. The money must be planked down on the line,
and it was quite a lump when you figure th:\t one show
moeant a gamble ngninat the weather. Tut 'the lease also
gnve me the option on all the other racing dutes of the yeur
und would freeze alien promoters out of K. C. So after a
long-distance tulk with my \vunk which seemed to grow
more distant with every syllable, I decided to gamble.

1 took nnother turp around the track the next day and
it made me wish I had my $3000 back, Walking down the

-

disaster, but it is
linble to get back
on the main track
aguin.  Just a fow -
vears ago I was
running a circuit of
automobile races
through the Mid-
tle West. I picked
up a Chicago pu-
per and read that
ah auto speedway
in Kansas City had

been sold by the
sheriff. Now K.C.
had always been
soft pickingy for
my auto-race pro- - *
motions in the
carly days, when
Barney Oldfield
held ull world rec-
ords for crashing
through fences and
turning turtle on .
oiled turns. I rat-
tled down to K. C.

and looked over
the plant. Itwasa pmv«hcurd
truck and the pine weevils o
had been holding an Old
Home Week on it for at
least fifty weeks.

The track was so rotted
on the surface that you
couldn’t get traction on it
unless you wore snow-
shoes. However, it could

be repaired at reasonable
costand I visualized a Fourth

!
loft in a Captive Balloon;

on the Right

Wil H, Pickens
\

010, £R0M RLTBIORE VI O,
Lincoln Beachey in Mis Dirie
gible Balloon. In Clrcle—
Flying a 'Taube Alrplane
Quver the Panama+Pacific
Exposition

homestretch, my foot went
through the boards. [t
\ looked as if somebody had
selected that spot to drill
But the

WOorse

' a wildeat oil well.
upper turn  wus

. There were so many holes
” in this section of the track

that 1 expected,prairie dogs

to pop out and laugh at me.

I never bothered to look ut the
lower turn. The heavy under-

way sunk.
massaged by its lust racing car. The track was u wreek
and so was Will . Pickens —~which guve me the idea 1
needéd. What K. C. really required for a biy jolly Fourth
of July celebration was u wreck--a head-on collision be-
tween two giant locomotives. I had seen my first one
about twenty years ugo at Brighton Beach, New York.

1 had never put ‘on one of these wrecks, but I had often
lookcd at_them with envious eyes, for they were surcfire
and drew big crowds. K. C. was a great railroad center
and thousands of its citizens were inerailrond serviee.

R

Come Ona, Come All, at a Dollar a Head

N CON\IP CTION with the wreck I steamed up u biyg

barbecue and picnie for the heroes of real wrecks, who
would bring their families along and enjoy the sight of o
head-on collision without danger to themselves. The
people who had never been in genuine smush-ups would be
anxious to view one. Before the star performance there
.would be a field day of sports - baseball, tug of war, potato
races and all other athletic forms of encournging sun-
strokes. Admission was to be a dollar to one and to all.

The engines used in these artificial wrecks for exhibition
purposes and the movies are not the majestic sort you guze
ut with ndmiration when you detrain from the Century in
Chicago or the Sunshine Specinl in” Dallas.
(‘n“nm ure required in the railrond business. The brand

(Continued on Page 184) )

pinning timbers were just as bad. 1

That perforated serubbing hoard had been

Those good *

.



There is no need to hunt further—
this new ship model speaker combines
all the latest developments in radio
acoustics, Due to the guper-powered
armsture type unit, L reproduces
voices and music in full] clear, natural
tones, Add beauty of appearance—

. a real full-rigged ship model, finished
in OLD IVORY ~al dve the
ideal cone speakersiijility plus
beauty. A demonstftion is all that
is necessary—ask your dealer, g

Created by the ¢ i

TOWER MANUFACTURING CORP,
122 Brookline Ave., Boston, Mass.

“a lamp that is
1007 ADJUSTABLE

; - TR0\
. JT'HE Edon 100% Adjustable Lamp
. laces the light exactly where you
" need it Abyolutely adjustable to all
iti home, study, office, or
1% veqts eye strain, Hand-
somely finishedSp black Duco. Mail
1he coupon raa'.:?)&‘)ur Edon Lamp will
-come C.O,D. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Dealers: Write for full information.
Many tertitories open. Edward Holt
Co., 6915 Sourh Chicago Are., Chicago.

1

Edward Holt Co., for1 S Chicaxo Ave.. Chicsgo

Plesse send me ¢.0.0. Edon Lamp: High( ] $7.45;
Low () 3451, Fwill pay postman on recerpt of famp.
Noaws :
Address
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(Continued from Page 29)

the railroadssell to promoters represents the

b | asthmatie wheezers which can no longer

pull their own weight and are so old and
delicate that they must use a beauty parlor
for a roundhouse, (It i3 dangerous to fire
these old boilers, because they are linble
to blow up in the engincers’ laps.

I went shopping for the engines in
Topeka and picked out twd daclle old bers
which had long gray bedrds where their
cowcatchets should have been. The fore-
man of the roundhoule wept bitterly over
the sule, as those enginea had been with him
80 long that they were like kinfolk. They
cost me $2000 apiece on.the hoof and I ran
them into K., C. over the Sante Fe and
Missouri Pacific. The older engine of the
two had often seen Jesse Jarnes, and the
younger was no springer, cither. I wasnow
in the bag for $7000 and there was no turn-
ing back. . :

.Then the ballyhoo began. Twenty-four-
sheets in'spnamodic colors soon depicted the
‘educational advantages of a train wreck
from every fence antl wall in Missouri and
Kansas. Three miniature locomotives were
built up on the lram;ewoi-k of flivvers, each
one run by a man in regulation engineer's
uniform who introduced-himself to pedes-

trians by ‘saying; “‘I'm Casey Jones, the .

brave engineer; in 4 hundred wrecks and
never lost a button.’

I offered $1000 in gold for the best article
written around theIwritor‘s personal ex-
perience in a wreck ind the greatest act of
personal. bravery witnessed therein, An-
other $1000 in gold was to go to the engi-
neer of the locomotive who stuck to his
post the longest, for euch ane of the old
locos was tosturt with a man at the throttle
and they would stick in the eabs until the

‘moment preceding the crush.

The amount and color of the purse’is an-
other pointer for embryo promoters. Never
offer’less than $1000 for any prize or bally-

‘hoo, und always offet it in yellow gleiming

gold.' 'In addition td the prize, each engi-
neer was to get $100 for his services, They
were good men who pulled throttles for
rival ronds and each had his following., The
result waa daily arguments between their

ndherents over the ¢comparative gameness:

and sticking ability of the two [avorites.

Cautlous Valor

! *The next step was to.huild a track inside
the grounds. I was forced to hire 150
laborers at [ifty centd an hour. These birds
claimed they were working ten hours a day
and managed to lay the track in threedays
under the lush of Will H. Pickens’ sneering
comments. I was the surveyor who laid
out the right of way| with the result that
the trick looked. as|if it had contracted

colic. The engineers later claimed that the-

track was so wavy they got seusick. The
track was a spur running from the main

line into the speedway and dcross the in- -
field, three-quarters qf a mile in length and

built at a cost of some $2000.

. We backed Engingd 88 into the grounds
and parked her up lagainst the far end.
Then Engine 102 wag trundled carefully in
and bedded down for the night at the other
terminus of the Pickens Short Line. No
promoter could ask for a prettier day than
that Fourth of July. The crowd started
jamming the turnstiles at nine in the morn-
ing. The big barbtcue was served at noon,
and various sports octupied the day up to
four o'clock;,which was the time set for the
spectacular crash of the giunt dreadnoughts
of the rail. Steam was up in the two old
relics by three o'clock and the crowd forgot
everything' else in anticipation of this
nerve-curdling event. o

\ These exhibition crishes are made all the

. better as spectacles b"y doging the engines
| with dynamite as invalids are charged with

quinine. An expert lis imported for this
purpose and he supplies the real punch,
Barrels of gasoline and keroscne are
poured over the engines. The utivk«l of

|

. the screaming twenty-four-sheets.

.cook up much momentum.

dynamite are planted all over the rusty
iran horses, connected up with wires and
electrically operated caps. In order to in-
surce the chances of everything going right,

“an éxtra stick of dynamite is fastened to the
‘fose of each engine. Some weak-henrted

promoters use only fifty sticks of explosive,
but I was liberal and told my dynamite ex-
pert to quadruple the dose. A few minutes
before the engines started, this expert came
to me and implored me to get the crowd
back, as the force of the explosive would
probably blow Kansas City loose from its
municipal charter. ;

Promptly at four o'clock an aerial homb
was shot into the sky and exploded with a
reverberation that shook the state and
curdled all the milk in Missouri dairy farms.
This was the signal for the engineers to step
on it. Each engineer jerked his throttle

* wide and opened the whistle of his engine

ag a shrieking warning of the catastrophe
about to happery” All the spectators were
shivering in tho%tnnds as the engines gath-
ered speed. The boys at the throttles must
have had the wrong idea about the nature
of the prize and tho(ght that the grand
went to the firstAellow to jump. They
leaped together. (It was a dead heat.

The Management Regrets

The riderless steeds continued, but not
in exuetly the rame manner pictured on
They
seemed to wander aimlessly in an attempt
to follow the meanderings of the Pickens
Short Line, The smoke was pouring from
their stacks, their enrs were luid back flat,
and their driving rods were anapping back
and forth like elbows in a crowded street
car. But somechow they didn’t 'seem to
I wasn't wor-
ried about that, us I knew the dynamite
would more than atone for the lack of im-
puct. When the engines were ten feet apart
1 put my fingers in my enrs, for I knew
what was coming,

They crashed! It was a soundless greet-
ing, like the meeting of twin souls crossing
the Styx. Instead of cotton in my ears,
what I really required was an ear trumpet.
Those'two truiny kissed without a sound,
like maiden aunts. Then they ran buck-
ward a few feet and sat on their huunches
like u couple of Airedales. - . :

There was no noise except the gentle
whisper of escaping steam. It seemed that
those two patriarchal curios were hissing
each other—J'he tender of 88 jumped the
track, byt tlat was the extent of the catas-
trophe. (OId 102 was 18 good as new. The
crowd started a community chorus of cat-
culls and derisive buzzers. Three special
cameramen who had .come on {rom Holly-
wood in the hope of getting a sensational
picture of a wreck to be used as the climax
of a six-reel thriller quit grinding in disgust.
Then they got a happy thought and turned
their cameras on me, for by this time the
crowd wus moving out ih my direction.

They were disappointed on this wreck’

picture, also, for I started to go away from
there, Iscooted under the grand stand and
met the dynamite expert, who seemed-to be
training for the Olympic Marathon team.
We chatted pleasantly on the run. I
learned that he had forgotten to connect
the juice with the caps, but that it would
surely explode the next time I tried it. I
suggested that we go back the next day and
give it u [air trial, one train to be engi-
neered by the dynamite expert and the
other to be chaufTeured by Will H. Pickens,
neither man to jump until after the explo-
sion. ' X

I run him into Kansas City, but couldn't
catch him. It way an even contest, for the
crowd couldn’t cutch me. There were only
two casualties listed, One engineer had
gprained his ankle and my professional
pride was shattered into bits. This was one
time I didn’t have to make n regrettable
announcement.
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CHRISTMAS NOCKABOUT —

the quality sport jacket all
men like to own. Individually cut:
shaped shoulders; double bar-
tacked buttonholes; reinforced
pockets; full sizes; guarantee tag
in the pocket—read it, then buy
with safety.

&Y )

Also made in exclusive velour
stripes and krinkle fabrics. |

Retail up to $10.00.

At your deuler’s, or uvite us for
descniptive tllustrated folder.

GRUSHLAW & SICHEL
345 Broadway . Dept.S  New York

A $10 BILL

huyes Newand Improved Inanrance Policy
With mioat hlweral Coveruge —fof you i
your family for o whole year. Protects up to

$10,000

No Dues or Assessments
Reliable Old-tine Insurance againet

ACCIDENT
s

Anyone 16 to 70 Years Accepted

310,000 Principal Sum
$10.000 Luas of Hands, Feet or Eyesight
$25 Weckly Benctit for Stated
coeldent or Sichness
Doctar's Wile, Hospltsl Benciit, Emees
'ency Henefit and othernewand Pherat
eatures to help In time of need—all
clearly shown in policy,

LOOK OUT! scrtoue automotite ana
many ather kinde of sceldente happen every
minute - tew vscape them —sujipxomse yoir meet
with an ucendent tuntght o o, would youe fn.
come continne? Paeumonta, appendicis and
many other s s the policy, which sre previ-
W I, Catn caae ettos ihanclal e vy
Loprepare Now,
overtuke you,

MAIL THE COUPON NOW-—====
North American Accldent tnsurance Company
99 Bonnell Bldg, Newark, New Jereey
Gentlemen:
AUno cost to me, send detaile of the -
CNEW 310 PREMIER $10.000 POLICY ™
Name..

Jon't walt for imisfortune 1o

Addresn, .
Cley.....
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AGENTS WANTED for LOCAL TERRITORY
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/" Ies hard;

to go wrong |

. TODAY you can get a fladless,
{adeless, full-fashioned 'Iron
. Clad hose ~-pure sheer sitk to
“the hem —powerfully rein-
forced with mercerized foot.
and garter top—in the sea-
son's latest lovely shades—
with an Iron Clad guarantee
on every pair—for only $1.50! .

It's hard to go wrong .when
you buy an exquisite, fulls
fashioned, sheer silk stocking
with: features such as these—
at a price as 10w as this—with
an absolute guarantee of satis-
factory -service —and behind
it all a 50-year-old reputation
such as Iron Clad's!

- 14‘000 STORES sre selling Iron Clads,

1f your desler can’t supply you,
mall us your remirtance of $1.50a palr, with
2 requess for stvle 907, and we'll mail your
hose divect. Stute size (8 to 10'3) and color
(hleck, white, gun metal, mauve raupe, . .
French nude, parchment, stmosphere,
champagne, hlonde, xrain, silver grey, moon=
Light, skin, peachbloom, Aloma. sandust,
rose blash, pearl blush, pustel parchment,
tiesh, pink, evenxlow, Manon, light yun
metal). We'll pay the postage !

y
COOPER, WELLS '& CO. " ! :
212 Vine Street, St ;.,..p\n.. Mich.

opes into an addressing machine.
one by one!—Get a demonstration of
this wonderful new popular-priced ad<4
dresser.—It automatically feeds envel-
opes into itsell as fast as you can turn
the crank.
DOES A DAY'S WORK
IN .5 MINUTES
Four times faster than other addressing
machines of similar size and price.

For complete information and a FREX

BOOK on Direct-Mail Advertisingd, pin

this ad. to your business letterhead and
mail {o uve. i

NO more slow hand-feeding of cnvcl-"‘

| correct.

- Hel b
Yourself

hia

aulc rion tepersentatives are doing.

Just clip and mall me1o Tae Cortlr Publithieg
Usmpeny, S18 lndeprndrace Sauare, hiladel.
(hia. rnoa., with your name aod addrres, and
1 =il trit you baw you can help yourself to big
sarrtime (qutiis, —ss his of pther Curtie

THE SATUEDAY

Another promation which was o Rucress
from the financinl end, but from an artistic
standpoint must he written in red ink on
debit side of the ledger, was the Milwaukee
Greater Avintion Moet, starting on Docortta
tion Day, 1912, and lasting:thros days.
The first day wia to bo good, the second
day hetter, hut the third and Inat duy was
to be the greatest gathering of nviators ever
seen under onesky. For that purpose I had
collected the Curtiss-Wright aviators, num-
bhering cighteen in all--more avintors than
had ever been' crowded into any previous
exhibitions. The great Sure-shot Kearney
and Farnum Fish, the first aerial muil
earrier, were among them. Among the
remainder were several students with new-
mown diplomas from the Pickens School of
Overhead Disaster. ) : v

There was a big crowd the first day and

they got a run for their money, for seven of

my roughriding pilots smashed up their
machines on cow harns and telegraph poles.
Nobody was killed, but the. accidents
created n sensation. Managers of big Mid-
wesatern fairs wired me for first eall on my
remuining avintors and notified me they
were coming to Milwaukee to sign con-
tracts. They wouldn't arrive before the
third and last day, which would bé a red-
letter date for gate receipts.

I started the second day with only eleven
flyers, but the immense audience didn't
mind, as they were lured in by the charita-
ble hope of piping u crash., They got their
wish, but my lads overdid it somewhat, as
ten of them flattened their planes out in
landing or trying to get'up. There was
every kind of flying accident that the heart
could crave. And to put a bonnet on the
climax, the crowd was treated to the sight
of two airplanes smashing into each other,
while attempting to land. - g

The crowd was delighted, but Will H.
Pickens was in the bag again. {The third
day of the mpeet was about to dawn and he
was reduced to one aviator and one plane.
Thi horde’of fair managers who'would ar-
rive for the final dny would see only seven-
teen wrecked planes and the expected

i crowd of 25,000 would see nothing, as my

loné surviving aviator got cold feet from
flying too elose to an lce fuctory and re-’
signed. It was n tough spot, as the reputa-
tioih of the House of Pickens was at stuke.

';. ALJ‘uf;’éringJ From Sudden Ideas

TThe only avintion that Milwaukee would
sce on June 1, 1912, would be the near-by
Wisconsin kids flying kites. The thing that

worried me most was the loss of reputation

which would result when the Midwestern
fair managers got to town and found that I
had nobody to fly. 1 went down to the
taproom of the famous old Plankinton,

| Hotel to figure out the answer in a manner

made historic by more illustrious Southern-
ers than mysell. Along about the fourth or
fifth tap I heard a newshoy shouting an ex-
tra in the street. I bought a puper to get
line on the scandal and found that Wilbur
Wright had just died. b

Twenty minutes later the same paper got
out another extra stating that, out of defer-
ence to the memory of the father of avia-
tion, there would be no flying in Milwaukee
the next day, My respectful attitude was
commended by all and I was able to sell
contracts to the Midwestern fair oflicials
when they arrived. They understood—or
thought they did—why I had eanceled the
meet, and I convinced them of my flyers’
ability by taking them around town and
showing them the pretty pictures on the
twenty-four-sheets,

It was a nurrow squenk, but an outdoor
promoter must do some quick thinking.
Now quick thoughts are not necessnrily
1 had suffered from some sudden
idens the year before, when I went after the
Hearst prize of $50,000 offered for the first
airplane to fly across the country before
November 10, 1911, That was too much

money for Will H. Pickens to overlook and .

1 went after it, lock, stock and barrel. 1
figured thut the most reliable overland
flyer in those baby days of aviation was

. monoplune at Pdu, France, had won the

EVENING POST. :

Yhil Parmelee, the crack flyer of the Wright
firothers’ compuny. I entered into a con-
tract with the Wrights on August 25, 1911,

whereby I purchased two Wright pusher |

hip{:mm und secured the wefviees of Pars
mefee, Then 1 hegan to ballyhoo Parmelee
for the flight, . ;

In 'the meantime Cal Rodyers, couxin of '

the lute Commander John Rodgers, U.S. N,
had started in a Wright pusher and had

nuffered several smaskhips, but might make .,
the coust eventually il the _\{v'righl factory °
didn’t run out of xpare pagts. Rodgers' .

1

i
i

flight was exceedingly grammatical,- being :

punctunted at frequent intervals by aeei-
dental commas, unfortunade parentheses
and inevituble Questio marks, e was in
the repair shops on idn average of three
days out of four. Whila Rodgers was mak-
ing this turtle tour westward there came
some sensational news from Boston. Earl
Ovington, who had learned to ly a Bleriot

Boston Globe prize of $10,000 for a 150-
mile cross-country racg, starting {rom the
Squantum  Field, near” Boston, then to
Nashun, on to Worcester, to Providence
and back to Squantum. I{e wired me, tell-
ing me that he was the 'man to win the
_transcontinental flight and that his Bleriat
was far superior in speed to the Wright
pusher. : : :

&

.

, By«Productsof Flying.:.
7 i

That's where my qiick thinking went
wrong. I switched from Parmelee to Oving-
ton overnight and the awitch plunged Will
H. Pickens into plenty of grief. The flight
would cost aboat $30,000 to finance, and I
enlisted the support of Mr. McCornick, a
New York banker, interested in aviation.

I chartered a train on the New York :

Central, consisting of three baggage cars! a
hotel car and a sleeper. This train was to
follow Ovington westward with two extra
monoplanes stowed away in the baggage
cars. The third baggage coach carried

spare parts dnd » machine shop. The tops |

of the coaches were painted black with
_white stripes, enabling Ovington topick the
special out while he was flying at a high
altitude. This special was not made up by

the New York Centra] until I had planked |

$7500 down ‘on the line. It was parked on
the tracks alongside the Hudson River.
Newspapermen, mechanics, chefs, waiters
and surgeons were living on this train, the

engincer had steam up ready to pull out at |
the signul and everything wis rendy --but

Qvington. -

Ovington'ran irito some obatacle every
day. It wasn't his {auit, a3 he was anxious
togetoff. Buteveryday was getting closer
to the zero hour for competitors hoping to
grasp the $50,000 prize, the conditions
clearly stating that thestart must take place
before October 10, 1911, After starting,
the flyer had thirty days to complete his
journey, otherwise his effort was invalid.

The Reriot was a faust machine, once it
got off the ground. The delay grew exas-
perating, for there was big dough in sight.
The Hearst prize of $50,000 was the least
part of the profit. This may sound con-
fusing to the reader who knows nothing of
the by-producta of promotion. By the
word *“'by-products’ [ mean_ the money
derived from hook-ups with companies sup-
plying equipment. - There were also other
sources of income not generally known to
the public. s

The biggest money involved was that
gained by the aviator’s.appeurance in ex-
hibitions after the successful flight. Then
we got $20,000 from a big shoe manufuc-
turer, Ovington was to deliver o pair of
their shoes in every town he struck on the
wny. e used a certain brand of gusoline
which meant a bonus for his backers, Iis
oil, his wearing apparel and even his gog-
gles were highly subsidized. "He got $1000
for carrying a certain fountain pen. I can-
not remember all the by-products, but
there was $250,000 involved. Chambers of
commerce in cities along the route agreed to
pay from $200 to $1000 to Ovington in re-
turn for making their towns a port of call,
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cock appointed Ovington the first trans-
continental mail avi t\tor and authorized the
plane to be designated United States Mail
Airplane Number (. If Ovington com-
pleted his flight he would be the Lindbergh
of the year 1911, But he didn't finish. He
‘never even started. Accidents kept pop-
ping up until the final day arrived, He
must qualify on October tenth or quit. ITe
got off the ground late in the afternoon
amid great cheering from crowds on Nassau
Boulevard Field on Long Island. He cir-
cled the field for about three minutes and
thén straightened cut\townrd the twttmg
sun.

,Ovington made only one record in that
flight. He set before the setting sun.  His
monoplane fluttered like a scorched moth,
shook .its wings wearily and decided to
prove that Newton's law of gravitation
was more influential than Will I, Pickens’
idea of quick dough. The plane jabbed its
beak into a well-kept lawn in Garden City.
I rushed over in the same speedy roadster
which was to have carried me to the waiting
special on the New York Central tracks.
One look told me that Ovington was out of
the-race. It was too late to assemble an-
.other plane, the txmc limit was almost up,
and $250,000 profit was shot to pieces.

Cal Rodgers finally completed his flight,
but not within the thirty-day limit. e
didn't get the prize, but had the consola-

the conhnent He crashed a few weeks

‘later 'at Long Beach, California, nnd was
killed -

QOccasionally the wheel atnps on a win-
ning number and the promoter cashes in on
‘a mistake. I contrhcted with a St. Paul
‘newspaper to furnisi aviator Luddie Laird
to perform a upique-stunt in broadeasting
the news of the Hughes-Wilson election in
November, 1916, before radio was in gen-
.eral use. Laird was to go aloft at ten in the
evening, fire an aerial bomb to attract the
attention of the populace and then ignite
‘colored magnesium flares, red signifying
.that Wilson was elected and green convey-
‘ing the news that Hughes was successful.
i ;

A Lucky ./'Icc}dent

. This was an innovation and T went to
St. Paul to supervise it. The sum involved
~was $3500 for the single flight. I wason the
roof of the newspaper building with. the
_publisher.on election eve. A blinding snow-
storm came up.' It looked as if Laird would
he unable to fly; therefore no chunce of
‘collecting the money.” While I was on the
roof the news came -in that Hughes wys
elected. This information was flushed to
‘Laird at the flying field. I also heard the
news from al reporter who had climbed to
the roof to consult his employer. We were
ahout to descend, as there didn't seem n
chanee of Laird flying ih the blizzard, when
the boom of un uerial bomb caused us to
‘jerk our heads upward. The intrepid Laird
was flying somewhere overhead. When we
heard the explosion, the publisher and my-
sell shook hands in the dark and waited for
Laird to break out the green flare in honor
of Hughes. .-

i The only color illuminating St. Paul that
evening was red. The mechanics had made
a mistake and attached the wrong color
magnesium flares to the plane. The pub-
lisher was panic-stricken, as Laird's error
would make him the laughingstock of the
town. I realized that Laird had blown the
$3500, and escaped from the building be-
fcre the indignant publisher could take a
_punch at me..

The next day was different. They added
up the election totals with another lead
pencil and discovered that Mr. Wilson was
the proper President. Red was the right
color and the mechanics had made the cor-
rect mistake. Laird and I went into the
publisher's office with, our chests stuck out
like bay windows to collect the money. We
collected.

The huge aerial preparcdness spectacle
which was to feature Lincoln Beachey had
not quite reached concrete form when

In h’ddlélnn. Postmaster General Hitche'

tion of being the first man to fly across .

EVENING POST

Bénvhoy plunged Into San Franclaco Day

In March, 1916. 1dldn't drop this scheme.
Instead, I looked for-another flyer to carry
on the work. This man would have to be
ballyhooed to the public as a superairman,
as good as Beachey, a stunt flyer, coura-
geous, but with judgment. In other words,
1 was selling recklessness, but I wasn't
buying. it. . It would cost .me $50,000 to
build up this’ man, before I turned a cog
in the wheel of profit. I found the man
in De Lloyd Thompson, a young chap from
Washington, Pennsylvania, one of Amer-
ica's pioneer flyers.

‘The War College had just installed a
powerful searchlight to light up the night
and protect the capital against enemy raid-

ers. Thompson approached ‘the officials’

with the idea of testing the new beacon.
He was to fly over Washington at night
and the War College was to endeavor to
spear him with its blinding beam. This
would be a good~test of the light, and
Thompson suggested thatif the light didn’t
locate him, then he would simplify matters.
They could hold thd beam steady and he
would fly through ‘it, making everything
serenc and official. The offer was accepted
and the dateset. I placed a photographer
on the roof of the Mung€y Building with a
camera trained on th¢ Washington Monu-
ment. ; %

A Sharpshooting Bomber

The War College's new all-secing eye
stabbed the heavens in n vain effort to pick

" out Thompson's plane, which was playing
hide and seek far up in the clouds, with no'
* intention of getting tagged.

He was wait-
ing for the theater crowds to come out on
the streets. Just as they emerged, a wel-

come huzzing told me that Thompson was.
skimming down over the city. He dropped.

an aerfnl bomb that shook those happy
theater crowds loose from their enjoyment.
It wis an echo-cracking blast which rattled
all the loose teeth in the District of Colum-
bia and caused the equestrian statues to
rear up on their hind legs.

Thompson let another aérial shell loose,
then another and another. The panic was
on. Nobody knew what it was. The bombs
kept on bursting every few seconds for fil-
teen minutes, It was the loudest racket
ever heard over any unsuspecting town,

Only the War College knew that the
noise was an airplane laying eggs in the
aky, until Thompson cut on his white mag-
nesium flares directly over the Washington

Monument. With the magnesium flares.

trailing him lika blazing ostrich feathers,
he looped a((;?vz of fantastic convolutions
in the sky, Apdn 2 weh of sparks around
the monument and ricocheted through the
clouds like a crazy comet trying to escape
from itsown red-hot tail. Then he blacked
out just as suddenly. 1

e left a hewildered District] of Columbia
in his wake.
hibs, not knowing why, how or what it wag
all about. On Saturday evening, April 15,
1916, an American city was first raided by
a bomb—tnrrymg airplane.
= When early risers went to their doors to
collect the milk the next morning they
found one of the bombs on their doorsteps.
Venomous black fuses protruded from these
bombs, which were paper bags stuffed with
excelsior. On each bomb was printed:

Tis “BoMn” 18 HARMLESS
Strrose 1T HAD CoNTAINED NITROGLYCERIN
AND Was HUnLep vy T ENEMY INSTEAD
OF DY
DE LLOYD THOMPSON
Who Furie] THE AMERICAN FLAG
* WAKE UP AND PREPARE!

It was the general impression that
Thompson, by careful sharpshooting, had
managed to drop these excelsior missiles on
every doorstep. Instead, they had been

placed there by Will H. Pickens, who can- |-

vassed Washington that night in a fast
rhotor ear. They were dropped on the front
lnwns of the consulates and toassed over

porch railings in the exclusive residential -

(Continued on Page 190)

The city was shaken to ity”
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(Continued frem Page 188) Lo thut Blakely's pauseniger nlso had heen srgi)
district. Washington was rather dizzy the ously {njured. The passenger was De Lioyd
next morning, but had-a comprehensive Thompson. .

{dea of what a hostile aviator could dotoa -1 went to the hospital to see him and
city during the night. 1t delighted Army found that he had just gone up to oblige
and Navy officials, who were plugging for 8 friend, [lis ankle was crushed, his arm
| preparedness, and happened at the, right was hroken, he was internally injured, but
moment. The Army gave Thompson: the he wasn't half so;badly hurt as my fec‘—
use of the Governor's Island flying field as ings.* The Sheepshead Bay carnival was
a base for ' night-bombing raid over New - postponed indefinitely, for Thompson wits®
York. Tt was a [ront-page story alloverthe in the hospital for months. All of whi
country and editorial writers added red and - proves that you shouldn’t count your eg
white pencils to their blue ones, It was until your omolet is scorched.
a big boost for preparedness and Thomp- A joy ride in n pal’s plane had ll:\ttonoil
gon’s name became 8 household word. We' the greatest and most successful ballyhoo
raided New York and Chicago in quick . ever staged in the world. In my judgment
sucecssion’ and rolled back Enst with en- there never was a publicity stunt in the
thusiasm, gathering compound interest by _annals of science and sheer impudence like
the minute. : .~ De Lloyd Thompson's raid on Washing-
The time had arrived for Will H. Pickens _ton. - . oy -
to cash in on the publicity. The ballyhoo = The carrying power of that raid is illus-
was over and profits depended on quick ac- trated by the fact that the preparedness
tions. The nut, which is outdoor showmen's - spectacle didn't get into swing until foyr
patois for overhead exptnse, was terrific. 1~ months later. Then Thompson staged the
had arranged to show the preparedness first one in Boston and we swung a success-
apectacle from coast to)coast, a corps of ful trip through the West. . My bunged-up
press agents were workihg in twenty differ- star was on.crutchies for a year, but flying
ent cities, crews were anging up twenty- inside of four months. s
{our-sheets on-every flat space where paoste His injuries kept him out of the wat.
would stick, and the initial expenses had Ile did his.share by tenching others to fly,
swelled to more than $607000. The first . and it was in De Lloyd's plane that Eddie
show was planned to ta place at the mam- Rickenbacker, the future American ace,
moth Sheepshead Bay|Speedway on May * had his first flight. .
5,1916, only three weeks after the Washing- The reverses I have spoken about in this
ton raid. .We figured to play’ to 100,000. article indicate there is no such thing 83
spectators at each per{ormance, for patri- winning without losing. The promoter who
otism was hotter than iron on the anvil. gambles for big dough must be ready to
Two days before the grand opening I was shake off his bad breaks and start all over
awaiting the arrival of Thompson {from . 8gain.. :
Mineola, Long Island, Picking up 8 New - Everybody must take the good with the
York paper I read of the crash of an aviator “bad.. My advice is not to mix them.
: - > . ‘| by the name ‘of Blakely, whom .l knew Tpaitor's Note—This i i e
- T A § i alightly. He didn't interest me, for my life Edors ot R wil spnear
L e o = - : was bound up in Thompson. Then I read the issue of December 24th.

Cﬁqo;;(’* AMITY g’f” : g L ¢ THD SATURDAY EVENING POST

‘AMITY wallet,
Key Kaddy and
‘gigaretle case of ,
imported steerhide.
“Tool embossed,
hand-colored pomd T
ldeed. Gift hox [
handsomely ’le.
2.50. 4

. ' —matched sets
Jof durable, luxgz‘i(z'ozzs Jeather

i

(More Than Twn_Ml‘lHon‘.Huo_w Hundred and Fifty Thousand Weaokly)

1S fully protected by copyright and dothing that appears in it may be reprinted,
either wholly or in part, without special permission. The use of our articles or
quotations “from them for advertising promotions and stock-selling schemes is
never authorized. & ?

A

. Cinusmyai gifts are fun to give—but they're a
problem: For women they should be smart. “For
= : ! .
men Hiey should be sturdy. Forboth they should
e friendly —and lasting as frivndshi])jils‘(-lf.

Table of Contents
Phal i : 5 e ) ; December 10, 1927

lvhx'\l i% w}\_v you Tlmul(.l choose Anu Ly Christ- L aicm
C<mas gifts this year. Made of only the most per-

fect leathers obtainable, they come in matched S{CRTEIORIES » PAGE

T

il Sommenlni 9 S 4 e ol 3 The Hardvard Square S!;ulcnt—vj. P. Marquand . . 8
sels. Some plain, some trimme (} with gold, others Detns b, : g
Sr nphly tooled and hun(]-h\(‘(-d, Up for Glory— Richard Howells Watkinsl &0 - .14
i Z g o v : Gun-Shy—Charles Francis Coe . . il e e E .18
- Amity gifts have a quality of m;hm-ss hat de- S G e B e g S .20
3 T . sibr Yyorrt 3 N i Countcrbulnncc"—-A. ¥ .Somervilfe- st O )
'hghls ol 'hom the .\ ery he gining. As lime Mol The Van Landingharn Diamond — Richard Qonnell : e & 26
on the \«»atherusuﬂons-—mellows—:md they be- - : :
: . . . ARTICLES
come one -of the most precious possessions of ' ‘
5 N o 3 e The American Book of Wonler—Garet:Gartell . oie e s s a8
- their n\_vnvrs, ¢ 4 Hardships of New Mexico—Kenneth L. bty 0 g 10
B B \v & e o coen 3 g 2 s What Can a City Afford?—Albert T Atwood - 0 L o 1h
: " ] or.men )()11 can h“,\ W ‘\“( ts, blu[“‘dst I\(‘.\ American Travels of a Gem Collector—Dr. George Kunz . . . « - = « = 22 ‘g
] Kaddies and cigarette cases, while there aresmart Aecelerating Sentiment—William Hickman Plen ol 28 i
s . . . . European Trade Barriers—Alfred Pearce Dennis . . . e e 3 \
| hand-bags Tor women. They come 1 silk-lined : :
gift-hoxe, and make Christmas gifts you will be. ' SERIALS A ‘
as proudtto five as you would be hﬂpp\- to receive. | The Stranger at the'Fcust (Yr} six parts)— George Agnew Chamberlain . . 6 ||
- z f( ; ; & < y The River (Conclumon)—-’l‘nsrram Tipper = - o0 34
There is af Amity display at your dealer’s. Or . >
_write us for our booklet No. 4. Amity Leather Edimrviﬂh e 30 i
2 YT o i ..........v.‘..--..w....tA.... i
/’ ; ‘PTOd\IC(S (/()_’ West ]}cnd’ Wisconsin. 2 Short Turns and Encores . .« - ol S e s T U & i
A REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF ADDRESS ust reach us at least thirty days )

before the date of issue with which it is to take effect. Duplicate copies cannot
be sent to replace those undelivered through failure to send such advance notice.
With your new address be sure also to send us the old one, inclosing if possible your
address label from a recent copy. ‘
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