" Llinked, and then ambled
around the running track

N SATURDAY af-
‘ternoon, April 25,
1925, more than
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twenty-four-sheets to
soak in for twowecks, and
then through the sport

45,080 people sat in the-
L Angslea Coliveum, »
iaygnificent concerete
dedieated by South-
ery California toamateur
sports,/ The crowd rose
and ted wildly as o
iwggyi}ﬁ(kinu figure
ptepped out of un arched
tunnel into the sunlighty

in a prictice lap. The
figure was well bundled
1p in the loose colleginte
sowvant uniform, and as it
ran it lifted its knees like
a Rurgundy peasant
stamping wine grapes.
That rhob of 48,000 had
paid to see Finland's
greatest runner, and as
he went by them, lifting
hin {eet like a high-school
hotse, they yelled:
C“Nurmi!  Nurmi!”
1 the bnggy athlete
was Nurmi, he didn't nd-
mitit. e completed hig
prim, concise trinl jog
and then went back into

i

1

BEIL: hs
S D

pages began toask,” Who
is Nurmi going to run
against?"

: That was something to
i nibble over. Nurmi had
trimmed all opponents in
Amerien with the same
case that a lighthouse
keeper trims a lampwick.
There were no distance
runners in the West
whose records compared
with Nurmi's. There is
nothing more eritical
than a youthful athletic
critie just out of eollege.
The result was the ereat-
ing of the general im-
pression that Nurmi's
exhibition in Los Angeles
would be just that, and
not a contest.

Opponents

VEN Charley Pad-
dock, the great
Olympie sprinter, got
into the controversy and
wrote an urticle in an
afternoon paper in which

the tunnel without wast- i

ing u.nod on his enthu- :

sinstic admirers. You'

constd shout praises in Nurmi's ear all week and he wouldn’t
tirn his head until Saturday’ night. It was practically
impossible to snap his picture, as he ingisted on turning his
back on the cameramen!

Nurmi wasajuite a puzzle to me. Yet I took that per-
sonality of Nurmi's and utilized it to attract the greatest
erowds that ever saw amateur athletic meets.

You might say that Will 11 Pickens deserved no credit,
for Nurmi is the world’s greatest pathfinder. Before he
hud arrived in Los Angeles, he had left guiding
footprints for Joie Ray, Lloyd Hahn, Willie

Lieutenant Locklear Changlng Planes in Mid-Alr
|

year. Ihad two months, which is none too long, to smoke
up the ballyhoo. |

The first step was to plaster Los Angeles with twenty-
four-sheets beuring the legend: Nurmi is Coming.

This information wasn't necessary for the real athletic
fan, but wus intended for the populace who didn’t know
whether Nurmi was a new soft drink or an antiseptic
toothbrush. Soon the man in the street car began to ask
the motorman about the identity of Nurmi. I allowed the

'

he deplored the lack of

f] real competition for the

Finn. Paddock's article

was so well written that T decided he was the man [ wanted

to see.  And I was right, for Paddock’s head moves as fast

as his feet. I asked him if he could dig up any distance

runners who could be used to smoke up Nurmi and still

be good enough to make the allair a contest and not a
{arce,

e asked for a little time to scout around, and the next
time I heard from him he was up at the Shermun Indian
School at Riverside, California.

Two days later I was enthused to read one
of Paddock's articles extolling the

CTORS-

Ritola and other great tunners to follow. Ie
hud busted every clay pipe in the shooting
wnllery. 3 d

L

Rallyhoo for the Sudden Finn
ITHIERE is an old saying that figures do not
i lie, but figurers do, My crowd of 48,000
wne authenticated by official check-up. Let’s
see what the great Nurmi had accomplished
Lefare that,  Aside from an attendance of
11,500 in the old Madison Square Garden, he
toured the United States and Canada, drawing
crowdi of from 2000 to 5000 people. Up to
Nurmi's appearance in California, the nverage
attendance for field and track meets in Los
Angeles was about 4000 or 5000.

The sudden leap in attendance figures was
stimulated by the hypodermie of professional
Lalivhooing.  Before that, Nurmi had simply
run on hix merits, I made hifm run on his ec”
centricities.

My radieal style of publicity resulted in fre-
quent run-ine with the fundamentalists of the
amateur athletie sehool, whose method of pasy-
ing the hat at front doors clashed with Will
T, Pickens' style of grabbing his coin at the
gate. Lerashed into the amateur rucket under
perfect auspiers, “The Los Angeles Post of the
Rairbow Division had enaged the services of
Paave Nurmi ut the suggestion of Harry
Pollok, a New Yorker who had promoted the
series of Marathons hetween Johnny Hayes®
und Dorando, immedintely following the dis-
puted finish at the London Olympies of 1908,
Thee oflirials of the Rainbow Division got
Mourmis apreement to run in their benefit
sibletie meet and enpged my serviees to ex-

co
=0y

country merits of the Far-West Indian, the
only native American who stood a chance of
showing Nurmi the way to gallop overa land-
geape. It took an amateur star to provide a
professional promoter with the pith, bone and
marrow of the steam-up for the Nurmi bally-
hoo. The faculty of the Sherman School wis
most enthusiastie over the idea and immedi-
ately started agroup of twelve of theirsturdiest
Indinn athletes leaping and hopping all around
the mountains. These Indian Lulds from Sher-
man were real scooters who thought nothing
of running from breakfast to dinner just to
work up an appetite for supper.

Paddock volunteered to show the Indians
how to muke his quick starts and thishing fin-
ishes, I sent a press agent out to the school
and every day the California papers got a new
load of information. One day the boys would
train on pemmican, The next day they would
run in moceasing. Then they would discard
the leather ground-grippery and skip around
barefoot. They did everything hut scamper in
rubber hoots. They ate jerked deer meat,
which endowed them with such superhuman
running powers that we were foreed to spriin
their ankles inorder to get them to hed, They
disearded the orthodox methods of training
owing to the luck of ahle pacemakers. They
warmed up by short sprints after juek rabbits
in the desert and, for a longer jaunt, would
run down a wild horse or a mountiin goat.
Los Angeles began to wonder, where these
phenomenons had been hiding all the time.

When the startling news of these ever-
ready Muarathoners hegan to filter Bastward
it was time to hear from Nurmi, at this time

it it und make it the biggest thing of the

N
{
|
i

Tex McLaughlin Changing Planes While Hanging Head Down

gradually working his wuy Westward,  Now
(Continued on Page 87)
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Nurmi apoke no Fnglish and rmul Nno newn=
paper Howaxnsimple, democratie citizen
of Finland, His only informutioniwus de-
rived from perusing forwarded copips of the
Alio Turun Sanomat, ar some other Finnish
paper printed the morning after un Arctic
aix months' evening.

vo didn’t know a thing ahout the
e Indian competition and therefore
wian't worrying. So I had to send another
preas agent Fast to do Narmi's personal
waorrying. This publicity muan sent news
hack to Los Angeles telling how Nurmi was
enjoying sleepless nights after reading of
the ruthless red avengers who ran with
tomuhawks in one hand and scalped their,
defeated rivnls at the finish line.” Mean-
while the ticket sale opened. The next item

wag that Nurmi dreaded the trip over the

Western deserts, The intense heat would

anp his vitality, making him easy prey for .

Indians used to running under a boiling sun
and sn equally blistering moon. That press
agent got too enthusinstic and did every-
thing but quit for Nurmi. . :

i

A Lvnon for Podcsfrlan:

We dmcm ervd that it would be'i impossi-
hie for the Finn to obtain his favorite diet
ack bread and fish in Californin. That

was a problem; but we figured one way of
ogvercoming Nurmi's fear of the heat. The
rmanager of 4 blg cold-etomge plant offered
to put a bed in an ice box. Nurmi could
Jlive there during his stay in California.
iyon’t forget that the newspapers were
" printing this stuff every day. We played

the heat wave up so.strong that the fire-

proof Indians were made {nvontes for the 3

race. '

I forgot to inform the Cuhformnnn thx\t
thig taciturn IFinlander had won Olympic
contests on one of the hottest Parisian days
known in history. While Italians, South
Americans, Greeks and other tropical ath-
letes keeled over under the blnzing skies,
this puzzling northerncr, {from the 1cy de-
tours, branched out in’ full bloom. He'ran
the greatest of all his contests and took
quinine at the finish line to ward-off a chill,
1 didn’t think it was necessary to impart
this information to Californians, as I con-
giderad it to be a secret between myself and
the government weather bureaus.

A week before the race we brought the
Sherman Indian students to town to try out
the cinder track. After trotting a few feet.

- on hostile cinders, the barefooted lads de-

cided to wear shoes. We gave them the best
rooms in the hotel and that started another
batlyhoo. Theyrefused tolive indoors. We
could only pacify them by erecting tribal
tepees on the roof of the hotel.  All of which
made fine news photographs. A survey of
the firat week’s meal checks convinced Will
11. Pickens that his aborigines had canceled
their anceators’ diet of pemmican and jerked
ment and were investigating the caloriesand
vitamins in sirloin steaks, saddle of lamb,
ham and eggs, artichokes hollandaise and
other kinds of expensive foodstuffls. When
one of them ordered a meal he simply
pointed his finger at the nuty items on thc
menu and said “ And coffee.”

J.03 Angeles was right in the throes of
what the citizens called a foolish law. All
street corners had been marked out in white
lines like tennis courts. Pedestriana wero
forced to stand on the curbs until the traflic
officers blew a whistle, the signal for them
to scurry across the street. Up to this time
the native Californian had been accus-
tomed to do his own thinking when crossing
rivers, oceans or boulevards,

I hired a lot of motion-picture extras,
dreased them in running suits and sent them
ail over the city in crews. Each crew of
aoven was chaperoned by an official starter
with a cap pistol. These runners would line
up on the curb with their hands on the

d like champion athletes, When the

officer blew his whistle, the starter

o his cap pistol and the: runners

rcenunuoa from Paye 24/

would run Jike a congresd of idiots acroas
the utreet. Thon they would line up and get
ready to rprint in the opposite direction.

This wau great fun for pedestrians and
newspupers alike, and nlso amused the
police, IRemember that we were getting all
this nonsense into the daily pupers. No
ballyhoo is useful if it is kept a secret. And
every one of those cross-street leapers had a
sign on his back udvxmnz readers that
Nurmi would soon appear at the Coliseum,

These crews were augmented by un nuxil-
inry team of ten young Indians, also dressed
up in athletic uniforms. They were scat-
tered all over town, with instructions to
keep running. These Indians had no signs
on their backs, but they were Indians, and
by this time everybody knew that.Nurmi
was going to be defeated for the first time
by the red men. You couldn’t go anywhere
in town without spotting a young Indian,
plodding along scriously, Euch oneof these
lads received five dollars for a union run-
ning day of eight hours' duration.

It was now within a week of the Rainbow
Division’s big day at the Coliseum. So we
sped up on production. {
milk delivered in Southern California dur-
ing those seven days had a tag hung on it.
This tag read: ** What makes thc slim Finn
win? Milk!"”"

Hotels, clubs and rcstaumnt.s were
startled when real rubes walked in ut all
hours of the day and night.. These rural
visitors were escorting sixteen-ycar-old boys
dressed in running trunks and jerseys. They
told the world that they were from Bird
Center, Ioway, and that they were in town
to match their boys against Nur-Mi.

1 will say that these rubes worked hard.
They would ask foolish questions of police-
men, go into banks at the rush hours,
squeeze ahead of o long line of dépositors
and ask for change for a dollar, mostly if
nickels. They were willing to bet anything
up to filteen cents that their boys could

. whip Nur-Mi, their only proviso being that

they be perniitted to hold the stakes,

This was all supplemental to the twenty-
four-sheet ndvertising, other printed matter
in store windows, banners on street cars and
the mvplunble spreads on sporting pages of
newspapers. There were also twenty big
banners across main streets, telling the
Western world that Nurmi was on the way.

Trick Phot:ograp hy

Nurmi was now making the perilous'trip
over the dreaded desert. My man kept
California informed of his progress.' His
first sight of an Indian was obtained at Al-

‘buquerque, New Mexico. We had enlisted

the support of & New Mexican publicity
man. When Nurmi alighted on the plat-
form to stretch his legs he found himself
in the middle of a dozen Indian braves,
naked except for breech clouts, They circled
around Nurmi, ran around the train, looped
around the station .and galloped out over
the flat distance in ever-widening circles,
whooping and yelling like sea lions.

. I don’t know what effect this had on the
Finn, but my press agent was exceedingly
worried. We got plenty of publicity with
this stunt, even though Nurmi never gave it
a rumble. Iis face was what showmen call
a dead pan, with no more c!pressxon than
an artificial lake.

During all this time I had beén asleep at
the switch, for I had overlooked a madst im-
portant detail. This fact was brought home
to me by a newspaper man. Iscurriedinto
his office one morning with a picture of an
Indian breaking the world’s record for a
nose dive into a California grapefruit. Ray
told me that I had worn out the Indian
racket, and if I wanted to keep up my repu-
tation I would havetogetapicture of Nurmi
‘ posing with a girl,

This was a tough job, a3 Nurmi was’

known as a woman hater. During his entire

“timein America, no newspaper had snapped *

a picture of Nurmi talking vi}rith & flapper. I

Every bottle of -

met Nurmi'k train out at Rarstow and made
u proposal to HHugo Quist, wha was Nurmi's
munager, that we try to get.this snapshot,
Quint told me theré wasn't a chance, { had
my photographer with me, and when we got
to Pnsadena I asked Nurmi to pose with
Quist during the ten-minute stop, The
photographer plnced Quist and Nurmi side

‘by side, about two feet apart. While he wus

ostensibly focusmg his camera, a beautiful
girl came walking up from the rear, elhowed
her way into the spuce between Nurmi and
Quiat and then suid *‘Pardon me.”

Nurmi turned hid head to see what it was
all_about, the beautiful girl fluttered her
eychds and smiled, and that'a when we
snapped the p:cture.

I gave the pncture to all the Los Angeler

-papers and it was a riot. The first pictare

ever taken of Nurmx suggested a budding
romance and the rumor that Nurmi was s

‘woman hater was dissipated. Fortunately, |
Nurmi confined hid ronding efforts to the |*

Abo Turun Sanomat. Otherwise he might
have refused to run.

.ﬂn FlImlnallon Canfcxl

Only three days mmamed until the dste
of the race and further ballyhooing took
care of itself. Nurmi was there with his

“black bread and fish and the managing ed-

itors turned loose their star reporters. How-
ever, I got one good moke-up in those three
days. The first question asked by Hugo

Quist was about the distance to be run, I

told him that the Indians wanted to run
from sunup to sundown. Quist asked for &
two-mile race, oth(’rwme Nurmi would re-
fuse to participate. Then the Indians
agreed to come down to ten miles, Quist
held out for two. ‘The Indians chiseled
their bid down to seven,

No champion fighters ever squabbled
more over a referce than Quist and the In-
dians did over the dmtnncc. It was meat for
the sporting writers. The Californians,
knowing the Indiang were distance funners,
denounced Quist’s stand as unsportsman-
like. The Indians made a final slice to five
miles and stuck thore By the time the
newmpapcrs ran out 'of space it was the eve-
ning before the race, Then Quist and 'the
Indians compromiseﬂ on three miles, which,*
by some strange comcxdcnce, was the exact
distance stipulated | in the contract signed

by Nurmi two months before as the only | [

distance that Paavo would run in Los
Angeles,

It was careless ofime to l'orget that con-
tract, but it earned plenty of shxllabermgin
the newspapers. You already know the size
of the crowd. There wete ten Sherman.In-
dians lined up on the tape, ready to run
Nurmi into the grouhd and then pat hifn i Jin
the face with a spnde -Nurmi came outlo!
the arched tunnel again and took his place
on the line. He had doffed his baggy shirt
and trousers and looked pale and chilly.

The race was good at the start, the mob
roaring cheerfully ad eight of the ten Sher-
man lads lenped uhﬂad of Nurmi, who ran
along looking at hig wmt; watch like a doc-
tor feeling his own pulse. There were on]y
four Indians left at the end of the race, with
Nurmi winning by|300 yards, But the
crowd had got its great thrill, for Nurmi
didn’'t pass his lagt Indmn until the race was

‘nlmost th rce—qunrtcrs over.

Of the eleven starters, Nurmi was the
only man running at hisright distance, The
four Indians who remained to the end were
real distance men who could make no kind
of showing under five or ten miles. The
ones who dropped out were sprinters, who
ran their string out and then collupsed.
Showmanship had heon injected into the
staging of thc contest as well as mto the
ballyhoo.

Those sprinters made Nurmi look very
dumb when they jumped into the lead at
the gun, but when one poor old 100-yard
Indian got to 110 yards you couldn’t have

(Continued ;cn Page 89)
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(Cantinued fram Page 87)
tarted him on with a cannon. The rest of
© the aprinters went the same way, but’con-
tintied on until hopelesaly distanced. .
The sequel to tha Nurml-Indian content
was written In Lot Ahgelea in May. 1027,
just two yoars alter tho Rainbow Division
rmoeot, Another moot wna hold andiitastar
wis Pdvin Wide, Swedlzh runner and con-
queror of Nurmi. Tho mect was held alter
aix woeks of conservative advertising, with
no rough, manly ballyhooing. Wide was
opposed by two great middle-distance run-
nera and was defeated in an exciting race.
I1e got plenty of newspaper publicity be-
fore the race, but it lacked the kick of the
genuineshillaber.
erowd of only 2000 people. i
¥y handling of an amateur tournament
was considered scandalous by the delicate
amatolf athletic officials. But you cannot
knock the public cold by whacking them
over the head with a chocolate éclair. You
have to sandbag thom. Still another and
greater shock was administered a few
months later. C. C. Pyle, known better a8
('ash-and-Carry, gumshoed on golden heels
“into the sacred halls
Illinofa and stole Red Grange from under
the very benks of the Simon-pures. Cash-
and-Cnrry saw the posaibilities of Red while
operating 8 movie in Champaign, Illinois.
They became fricnds, with the result that

Ted got the nodding privilege at Cash-and-

Carry's show house. The nod meant that
Tted could crash the gates of the movieshow
without digging down into his kick for the
usunl price of admission. In England the
nod is known as the proud horse and- gets
the same results as the nod in America.
Now this was a very important item in
ed's life, for he was a poor boy, receiving
abaolutely no help outside that given by
his father, in his efforts to work his way
through college. 5

' white lhevlrovn Was Hot

: |

Red played an All-American brand of
football for Conch Bob Zuppke, who is him-
self a professional tutor of athletics, and it
was Red’s efforts that helped to build the
magnificent Illinois stadium. ¢

Yet & hue and cry went up when Red
feaped straight from college football into

the professional game without waiting to,

get 2 much-coveted diploma. 'American
amateurism had been trampled upon by
Cash-nnd-Carry. The flood of adverse crit-
ieism shook Red's nerve, but the imperturb-
able Cash-and-Carry carried the boy on to
cash and {ame, |

Theresult wasanan®mic |

of the University of -

‘THE SATURDAY

Now Red in so rich that he can afford to
o back to college again. If he had waited
six months for his diploma the ballyhoo
would have worn off and he wouldn't have
Leon watth A dime an & profeanisnal atteacs

“ton. And by the way, that ballyhoo wis
stenmed up by the indignant eolloge facul-
tien thomuolvon, They whaopad, raved and
ranted until newapaper editors awoka to
the news value of Red's enormous
and gave his switch

initial “impetus,
Ernie Nevers, of

and _hmnnged George Wilson, who was
known as Wildeat Wilson when playing with
the University of Washington.

An example of the drawing power of these
boys was demonstrated in Los Angeleslon
January 17, 1926. Red's team play

. against Wildcat's professionsal eleven and
drew $145,000. Which, as we would say in
showdom, is quite a take.

The End of One Good Rackat

‘sional promoter who triples the’ box-office
take of his celebrities by his uncanny ma-
nipulation of by-products. He is fortunate
in that he gets his ballyhoolng freo from his
intellectual enemies in amateur athletic
circles. 1f Cash-and-Carry wanted to make
some acknowledgment of his debt to the
University of Illinois, he should bequeath

the college & dormitory and call it Shillaber

Hall.

The methods I used during my short trip
in amateur athletics were no different {from
the hokum I employed to put over my pro-
fessionals. The handling of the Sherman
Indians was no attempt to fool the public.
It was aimed to arouse interest through the
medium of amusement. [ would have been
in n tough spot if the Indians had failed to
give Nurmi a contest for three-quarters of
the distance, . e

I took even a greater chance with Lieu-
tenant Locklear, of the United States

_Army. My fleet of airplanes was worth
nothing after the war, for the Government
dumped 8 lot of planes on the market at a
{ew hundred dollars each. Where I used to
get from $1000 to $4000 an afternoon for &
loop-the-loop aviator, it was now possible to
hire an all-duy looper for fity dollars a
week, -1 knew more of the exhibition possi-
bilities of trick flying than any other pro-
moter hnd realized that the racket was
over, Every small town had its returned
war flyer with his secondhand government

“ars. Jones!Meat My Husband'*

(R

i .

offense ¢
ita proper ratio of daily
space. ,This gave professional football its _ -
which culminated when .
Stanford, got $26,000 for *
- one season's work, I got the fever mysell |

Cash-and-Carry is a new type ol"proles- ‘
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bid Hearts or No Trump
ow—Clubs or Spades on’ Mr.
4 hand like the experts.,
Can you? Try it your way; then be ready with your players to hear this

on Mr. Smix};'s hand
Work’s (Wekt)? See
The Deglarer makes game.

game as scheduled below. \
' John H. Smith, Ridge- Raiphl.Lelbenderfer,New
wood, N. J.. denler, South® York, North 5
Spades | T Spades... 3
¢ AR ) 603 Hearts.. 44
Diamonds. K, 10 Diamonds V0,
Clubs..} ... K, Q Clubs.. .43
Milton G. Work, New York, Wilbur C. Whitehedd, New . e
West York, East : i
Spades A, K, 85 2 Spades. 10,9, 6
Hearts.! none  Hearts, 2‘
Diamonids. Wt 9, Diamonds,.. ), 4,2 "
Clubs.. ‘ 10, 9,8,6,5,2 Clubs....... .. il
Tiuesday, December 27, 10P. M., Eastern Time
WE F, \}'S:\I, KSD. WCAE, WCCO, \\'CSH, WDAF, WEEIL, WFI, WGN, WGR,’
WaGY, W l[:\S, WHO, WIAR, WMC, WOC, WOW, WRC, WSB, WSM, WTAG,
WTAM, WTIC, WTMG, NN e 5 . { ‘:
Tuesday, December 27, 8:30 P. M., Pacific Time 3
KI1, KFOA, KGW, KHQ, KOMO, KPo, KGO.
See newspapers for broadcasting time of following: :
: D. Electrical Equipment Co.. _Phoenlx  WJBO Times-Pleayune ..  ANew Orleans
| M Corley Mt Highwa do Springs  WKY Radiophane Co. Oklahpma Cuy
. Honkina-Meyer sk WNOX Proples Tel, & Tel. Co.. i Knoxville
i ) oster-Hall Tire € WPG Munictpal Statlon Atlantic City
L KOAL..General Electric Co WRVA Larus & Bro. Co. . Rivhmond, Va.
5 KON..... Coll. Agr, & Mech WAVNC Chamber of Comierce Asheville, N. O,
K PRC.Post. Dispatch! - 1 CFAC. Herald © . Calgary, Cane
KSL . . Rudio Service C Salt Lake City CFLC  Radio Aw'n. Prescott, £ an.
KTIIS Arlington Hotel... 1ot Springs Nat'l Pk. CFQC. Electric Shop | Waskatoon, Can.
KVOO Southwestern ses Corp., . Tulsa, Okla. CHNS Nurthern Elec. Co. Halifax, Can
KWUC Rex Frolkey...} .. Sioux City l'f(‘e\ .{uunml Edmonton, Can,
. WCOA City of Pensacol Pensacola, Fla,  CJGC - Feee Presa fondon, Can
WDAY Radio Ell\\ipmrnl e arte CJRA Jax. Richardson & Sons Moose Jaw. Owe -
WD BO Orlando Hroagleasting Co. Ortando, Fla. CRAC La Presse Montreal, Can
WA BakeriTotel, News, Sears-Rocbuck. Datlan CRCD Daily Provinee Vancouver, Can
AWEBM Indianapolis Pi& L. Co, Indanapotis  CRCT - Le Soleil Dueber, Can
WHEC Hickon Electric Company  Rocheater - CRCQ Radio Aas’n. . Ottawa, Can
WJIAX Municipal Station Jacksonville  CKNC Canadian Nat. Carbon Co. Toronto, Can
CRY . Mantoba Tel. Syatem _Winmypeg, Can. »‘ 8
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plane, arid trick flying was a3 common ns
eggs for hreakfnst, !
I managed to sell my twenty prewar
planes for a total of $6C00 and dropped
down to Toxas to look over tha ofl wella In
1919, I waa In the lobby of the Weathroak
Ilotol in Fort Worth, watching the oil
gushing from thearmehairs and oozing from
the convernation of the wildeat promoters.
Tex Rickard and Jess Willard were also
down there at the same time for some oily
reason casily explained by mysterious paw-
ings over blue prints and maps. Tex

form and said, ' Bill, here’s a young fellow
you should grab. Mr. Pickens, meet Licu-

8 |tenant Locklear, who changes plan(s in

the air.”
- During the introduction, Tex was in-
dulging in slow, solemn winks, thereby giv-
ipg me the office that Locklear was a bug.
Nobody had ever changed planes in mid-air
up to 1919. If they had, Will H. Pickens
would surely have hear

knnw it couldn't be done.

Thcy Ware Only Playing Lcapfrog

*Glad to meet you, licutenant,” I said.

“I'ye heard about that changing bunmm

I hadn't, but thought it best to humor the
bug before he demonstrated on my lapels.

I was getting too old to have any athlete
doing the giant swing on my necktie. “How
do you manage to do the stunt without
breaking your neck?"

“Well, I can't tell' you,” Locklear said.

“It'sa ume secret. But here's some other
tricks that I do.” And he pulled some tiny-
pictures out of an inside pocket. These
thumb-nail photos showed a man hanging
by His knees from the undercarriage ol an
airplane, perched astride the tail of the
plane like a clown on the rump of a circus
mule, and standing upright on the upper
wing. I didn’t know whether the man was
Locklear or not, but I can assure you that it
was the first time I had ever seen evidence
of ncrobatics in the clouds, We later coined
a ballyhoo for Lotklear which he used with
good effect. He became the world’s first
aerobat, a blending of air and acrobat.

He invited me out to Baron Field the

liot and Lieut. Shirley Short, who were in-
dispensable to Locklear's stunts, The only
one now left of the trio is Short, who was
recently cited by the Aero Club of France
as being the most valuable mail pilot in the
world, He flies the night air mml from .
Cleveland to Chicago.

Locklear went up with Short and did his
aerobatic stuff, with Short at the stick.
Then they came down to talk things over.
Leccklear went aloft in one plane and Elliot
in another to play tag in the clouds. They
showed me somethmg I had never dreamed
possible—the air kiss, two planes flying
along with their wings overlapping.

That was eight years ago, and it's ‘ltl“
good for a thrillat any state fair in the coun-
‘try.” They are the only two men whom [
have seen perform th feat. They played.
leapfrog in the skies, Locklear bringing his
landing gear down until it rested on Elliot's
top wing. Then Locklear stole a ride, a

ahay wagen, He brought his plane up from
the rear until his fuselage rested on the tail
of Elliot’s plane. Not bad handling of air-
craft at the rate of seventy miles'an hour
and no direction to fall but down.
Locklear was star instructor at Baron
Field, a natural birdman like Beachey, who
wasn't satisfied unless he was doing some-
‘thing new. Even when Locklear was a kid
on a motorcycle, he invented motorized ski
jumping, speeding his machine up an incline
and shooting off the end in an effdst to cover
Texas with broken gears and spare parts.

flapped around his native state like a crow
with rheumatic wings.

When Mr. Wilson decided that he had
kept us out of war long enough, Locklear
went into the army flying school and flashed
abrand of overhead calisthenics that caused
colonels and majors to rush for the cyclone

fit. Anyway, I

stunt exactly like a boy hitching his sled to °

f
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cellars, ITis value na un inwtructor kept
him from being sent across to the war zone,
and I imagine that the monotony of camp
nlrn drove him to his nmn"ms. capers in the
alr

After Elliot and Locklear had landed, 1
ronllzcd that they could do anything In the
air and asked them to demonstrate the

-sensationpl business of changing planes in

1

brought over a young fellow in an army uni- .

next morning and I met Lieut. Milton El- °

the'sky. Locklear explained that he could
do it all right, had often accomplished it
before, but the commandant of the field
threatened to coprt-martial him if he did it
againy So I tooW his word for it and signed
him up on the dotted liné with special iron-
clad dota. Then I hustled up to New York,
grabbed the Sheepshead Bay-Speedway for
Decoration ,Day, 1919. I had enough cash
to buy four; ;planes at $2000 apiece. There
was no plunder left in the cash box to pur-
chase twenty-four-sheets, but I promoted
a printer to make me up a line of printing,
total value $30,000. That’s some printing
bill, but we used up $5000 worth plastering
New York alone.

- Locklear made application for discharge
from the Army. So did Short and Elliot,
and gxey were out in thirty days. In the
meantime well-authenticated billboards
testified to the fact that 2 man could change
planes in mid-air. When the triumvirate of
aerobats reached New York I hustled them
to Atlantic City to give their first exhibition.
Locklear would travel nowhere without
Elliot and Short. The three went into the

air over a crowd of aeronautic scientists’

who were convening at the seashore town.
The wind was strong and kept blowing the
rope ladder out of Locklear's reach. On the
fourth attempt Locklear caught the ladder,
and climbing it safely, changed planes for
the first time in history.

When I say the first time in history, it
seems that I have forgotten Texas. Well,
that evening Locklenr, Short and .Elliot
were laughing and romping in their dressing
room; I asked them what the gag was, as 1
wanted to laugh also.

What J'olf-Conﬂdenca Can Do

Elhot said, ‘nudging Short, "You tell
im.’

Short poked Locklear in the ribs, saying,
“You tell."im.”

Locklear had nobody to poke but me,
and he knew that I couldn't tell 'em, be-
cause I knew nothing about it, e looked
sheepish and finally admitted: * We always
knew we could do it. But this is the first
time we ever did it.”

It was the truth. The three flying bugs
had never changed planes in the air Before.
They had 'talked it over many times in
Texad and were confident of their ability.
Anyway,:I didn’t scold them, for if they
hadn't accomplished the stunt I would have
been on the nut for $50,000 in printing, air-
planes and ground rentals of hippodromes.

Glenn Curtisssaw Locklear change planes

. that day in Atlantic City. So did Eddie

Stinson, builder of the Stinson-Detroiter
round-the-world plane piloted by Brock
and Schlee. Incidentally, Brock flew for me
in Chicago and other cities, piloting the

plane which picked Lillian Boyer out of a °

speeding moutor car by way of the usual
ladder route. It was the outstanding fea-

" ture of big state fairs for two years. Stin-

He built himself 8 homemade plane and -

son, who was an expert stunt pilot, was
amazed at Locklear’s performance, if we can
judge from an article written by him for the
Aerial Age and quoted by the Literary Di-
gest of June 28, 1919; -

I have reen some nice balancing and daring
drivihg of airplanes, but Licutenant Locklear
and those two pilots have shown me something
new. While Locklear was swaying back and
forth on top of the Short machine, Elliat
awooped down from above, and so much confi-
dence did those two drivers have in each other
that the machines actually kissed each other,
making it necessary for Locklear to flatten out
on top of the plane. With cool daring he flipped
upright again and grabbed for the ladder ns
they pulled away. It was one of the most
daring bits of gnmo flying I have ever seen.

Stinson, himself the leading aerial acro-
.bat of Southwest army training fields during

Decombar 24,1927

~the war,’ 18 voucher for the fact thut Short

and Elliot had 8o perfectly aynchronized,
their machines, nerves and confidence that
thoy folt no fonr In enusing their planes
practically to lock 1000 feet abisve. the
ground. Lockloar, in bia short enreor of
thirteen months, flow with no other pilots
than his two pals of Texas flying days. But
he lusted long enough. to cause a golden
renaissance of the Flying Circus, ' If hewere
alive today, his stunts would stxl! be a sen-
sation.,

He was killed in 2 mgfxt flight over Holly-
wood while engaged in making the last scene
in 0 movie thriller in which he was the star.
Movie fans who enjoyed having their hair
pompadoured by the chills-and-fever flying
of the hero of the Great Air Robbery are in-
debted to Locklear for that celluloid thrill.
He was one movie star who required no
double to play his dangerous réles. Elliot
was with him at the same time, and of that
daring trio, there remains only Short, flying
his lonely ngls on the night air routes.

!

.H Boon to Flyers

Locklear's crash left me v&ith many book-
ings at state fairs and it was up to me to get
a substitute. You can get plenty of volun-
teers for any post provided it is dangerous
enough. I signed up a young Y. M. C. A.
athletic instructor named Tex McLaughlin.
I first saw Tex in an Elks parade on Mich-
igan Boulevard in Chicago. Tex wasn’t
marching with the Elks. He was twenty -
feet above them, hanging by one hand and
chinning himself on the landing gear of an
airplane, Anybody with nerve enough to do
that had nerve enough for anything. Tex
lasted six weeks after having evolved the
idea of hanging upside down from a swing-
ing rope lndder and changing planes while
in this position. He performed this dazzling
stunt twenty times and then made the -

: smg]e mistake which is allowed a man in

the air,
That day Short gave the greatest ("(hlhl-

_tion of flying I have ever scen. The ladder

was swinging from Short’s plane and Tex
was merely doing a preliminary stunt of
standing on a lower plane and climbing the
ladder to Short’s machine. As he grasped
the ladder the wind swung him against the
propeller of the lower plane. He hooked his °
arm through the rungs, feebly motioning to
Short that he was seriously injured. Short
flew around in circles, leaning out of the
fuselage to keep an eye on Tex, in the hope
that Tex could climb into the car. But Tex
was rapidly getting weaker and Short saw
that he would have to land with a badly in-
jured man dragging on a ladder beneath
the machine. s :
The longer Short flew, the weaker Tex
became. Finally, in desperation, Short
headed the nose of the plane for the ground.

- By superskill, gliding and throttling his

motor in an evolution known as pancaking,

- Short glided to the ground like an sutumn

leal. The <wheels of his landing gear
touched lightly, the plane didn't run
twenty feet over the ground, and Short:
was out of the fuselage in a minute, bendmg
over the unfortunate Tex,

Although 1 ballyhooed that my ecircus
flyers were contributing to science, I can
look back and see that changing planes in
mid-air didn’t mean anything. It was a

- wonderful thing to look at—which let it

out. However, a stunt by an eighty-two-
pound girl forced the recognition of the
parachute pack which is now one of the
essentials in flying equipment.

In 1912, in San Francisco, Sky-High Irv-
ing made a parachute jump each day from
& tractor biplane piloted by Roy Francis.
Sky-High was an old-time hot-air balloon
parachutist who never thought there was
anything to the stunt except to thrill a
crowd. He used an old-fashioned chute,
which was carefully folded insidé a huge
tin cone fastened under the landing gear.
Sky-High crouched alongside the chute on
the landing gear. e made no pretense of
adding to science. Ie was merely jumping

. for Mrs. Sky-High and the little Sky-IHighs.

(Continued on Page 24)
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Get away from the cold

fall is just enough to keep the roses
fresh, golf courses green -and in
shape, and break the monotony of
2 never-changing climate.

There are splendld

houses where the winter
visitor can find the ac-
commodations he wishes at
thepricehecanafford topays
Nearby, and with frequent
train service, are the large
citles of New Orleans,
Pensacola and Mobile.
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*"  Everything you like to do out of T
" doors-~play golf on “sporty,” splendidly main- .
tained courses, tennis, or polo; fish, hung ride horse-
back; take long walks through the pine forests, or
spend your time in visiting
toric interest~-all these
finest on the Gulf Coast,
rioussunshinegnd out-
; door enjoyment.

weather, freshen up for spring, t:lke the
sunshine cure in this land of historic -
interestand all-winter charm. Temper-

_ature averages above 50”and the rain-

the p’hces of his-

things are at their
in this Hnd of glo-

(Can(lmud from Page 20}
ITe made tho first publie jump from an
alrplane and landed on the rool of tho
Tanforan grand atand In San Franclseo,
{ shillabered this fent so atrongly that it
was taken up by Charles Broadwick, who
perfected a pack chute which was strapped

| on the wearer like a knapsack. It was made

of silk, was very light and was released by o
rip cord. He went around to the govern-
ment aviation fields to market his invention
but without success.

Broadwick then came to me nnd sug-
gested that we give his parachute a trial. He
had trained his dnughter Tiny to jump from

_nirplanes and she soon became a star in the.

'Flying Circus. Th\s little flapper thought
nothing of stepping off the plank at an alti-
tude of 5000 feet from Glenn Martin's
plane. She climbed out onto the wing, .
stepped off backward, and -as she was turn-
ing somersaults through the air, would tug
at the rip cord. Rain or shine, storm or

wind, she made a leap a day and forced the -

recognition of the parachute’s value. Gov-
ernment aviators demanded that their
planes be equipped with the Broadwick
chute. It was another of the Flying Circus
stunts which was shilled into something use-
{ul to the science of aviation.

A peculiar feature about great circus fly-
ers i3 that none of them became war aces.
This is easily explained when you recognize
the value of trained flyers in instructing
younger men to handle the sticks. Most of
my hired hands did great work as civilian
instructors and testers of motors and air-
craft, The man who mukes the first flight
in a new plane deserves as much credit as
_the,man who makes the last. Some stunt
flyers ended their flying days on the ground
by becoming designers and builders of re-
liable planes.
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You could never tell which raw roeruis
was to hecomn the next great feature fiyer.
I rocall & gawky, gungling ground mechanic
by the nume of Shorty who tuned up planes
for Col. Mickey MecQuire and Katherine
Stinson. Shorty used to sleep in a tent at
night in order to guard Stinson's plane. But

" you could never induce Shorty to fly in one

of those flimsy contraptions. It was his
proud boast that he had never been up and
never would go up. e was with me three
years and left when the war began, enlisting -
in the ground aviation. We all knew that
Shorty would be a faithful man and that no
aviator would fall from a plane which
Shorty had O.K.'"d. But we 'were positive
that Shorty would stay on the ground, as
he had often said that he preferred heels
on his shoes to wings on his shoulders.
fter the Armistice, I was promoting an’
automobile race at the Cincinnati speed-

way. While talking to Colonel Vincent I - -
‘felt a slap on my back and heard a voice

say, "' Well, how's Mr. Pickens?"

I turned around and saw a tall, erect
officer in a major's uniform. I began stut-.
tering, ‘' Major, Major —" in an effort to .
place him, and he said, ‘‘Don’t you know
me? I'm Shorty.”

Then I realized that Shorty was Ma)nr
Schroeder. The ground hog who preferred
heels to wings had become the eagle who
held the world's altitude record by ascend-
ing to almost 40,000 feet, adding a spectac-
ular touch by falling’ about three miles with
frozen eycballs.

When Shorty did go off the. gmund he
went off with both feet, It took a war to get
him up and T guess it wxll take another war
to bring him down.,

Editor's' Note—This is the fifth of & series of ar-
ticlea by Mr. Pickens. The sixth and last will ap-
pear in the issue of January 7th,
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