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Americans Must Encourage Raocing
The time has come when the Ameri-

can’ makers must Qrepare for the fray and
enter into the racing game with a zest.

. Hitherto the Americans have taken a

back seat, too busy to bother with racing,

* but it is probable they now realize the

value of racing and of success in speed
contests. To many the comparison of
the bicycle business and the automobile
business is odious, yet therg are many
things in common between them. Away
back in theyQld days of cycling, foreign

EZRA FITCH IN HIS WHITE CAR

cycle riders on bicycles of foreign make
were the aggressors and when records

. fell it was almost invariably in Europe

or on foreign bicycles in America. The

- wheels of European make were the best-
sellers in Anierica for many years. Sud-
denly the American riders with Amen-)'

d.

: America

~ recognized in their home product wheels

can blcycles started rec -breaki
just as suddenly the people of

|
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as good as those purchased from abroad.
The boom in home made wheels: came -
with a rush in '93 and it was pot long
before Americans were selling practxcally
all the bicycles purchased by Americans
and were also -exporting to European
markets where a considerable field for
the American wheel was opened up suc-
cessfully The boom for American auto;,
n 1les will grow and grow and ﬁnally -
é;ne to a head when the Stars and Stripes =118
afe placed at the mast head in both this i
country and in Europe.

A. G. VANDERBILT IN A CADILLAC
at Ormond Beach

American Racing Cars Coming -

The indications point strongly to a
great array of American-built racing cars
this year. The latest entrants into the figld
of racing, the Oscar Lear utomoblk -
Company, intend to place '

Lee Frayer is working
these cars and fro
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the Frayer-Miller racing cars will be for-
imidable in every way. The success of
the fouring car made by the same firm in'
track and road events speaks well for the
probable success of the racing cars and
a lot of interest will be taken in the out-
‘come of the work of Mr. Frayer, Others
who have promised certain entries for
the Vanderbilt team are the White Sew-
ing Machine Company, who are to have
two steamers in the field ; the Pope Mo-
tor Car Company, with two or three
cars ; the:Maxwell Briscoe Company with
one, the E. R. Thomas Motor Car Com-
pany of Buffalo'with a new car and:prob-
. ably the two seen during 19og, the Lo-
“comobile Company and many others,
. From twelve to twenty entries are
promised for  the eliminatory trials
in September, and some good sport
is promised then., In all probability
those who enter from European coun-
tries for the Vanderbilt race will have a
team pf Americans on cars which will
" do credit to America and bear out the
predictions of W. J. Morgan’ of the stic-
cess of the American-built cars in 1906,
a prediction made in these columns sev-
eral ‘years ago. -
Po.slilvo Rules for Vanderbilt Race
While on the subject of the Vander-
bilt race which, through the efforts of
W. K. Vanderbilg,z]r., is to be again run
in America,. it' might be well ‘to remind
- the 'American Automobile Association
 that a positive statement that cars quali-
fying for the. American team will not be
 eliminated might add much to the confi-
dence of the makers. ‘The question is be- .
. ing put daily, “Will it ] - possible to win
- team and(start ?” and with-

ful ones, as was done las
perience'of Mr. Houpt,

. year. The ex- .
whose Thomas

Flyer was shut out ‘after qublifying un-

der adverse circumistan
bitter, and Mr. Houpt, a
a good spender, proposes
time before he spends i
and risks his driver's nec
ification means qualificat
tion. In last year’s race
his mechanic drove the
with a broken battery bo
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the broken wire to the f
not allowed to start in
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one, possible of corre
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to find out this
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prbilt Race
eculdtion  down
ling the course
It is 'taken
race  will again
ounty, as the
inqualified  ap-
romised Chair=
rrell - that an-

other event of .like cha Facter” would be |
sanctioned without question. That there
are other courses tha tle 1905 circuit is
doubtless true, and un oubtedly ' Chair-
man Morrell has gone cprefully into the -
question and.h%some ideas in thé matter,
Until he has ¢ nsented

chairman, Mr. Morrell
nothing, - That

to again act as






