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Split in the Trust-Caused 0’Brien
to Choose Los ‘Angeles

for Bout.
“BY W. W. NAUGHTON. -

S8AN FRANCISCO, Cal,, Oct. 20.—East-
ern sporting writers noticed that Jack
O'Brien gave L.os Angeles the preference
over San Francisco as a field of operations
and they assigned & wrong cause for the
dapper Ph\tlndelphian's choice of loca-
tion. They think that Jack, who is as
wise as an owl in all things connected
with the game he gets his lving by,
after looking the ground over declded
that what remains of this town can not
make it worth while for an assoclate
world's champlon to tarry here.

This {8 all a mistake. San Francisco
has plenty of money to spend on pugil-
Istic entertainment. It paid over $7,000
for the privilege of seeing Dick Hyland
and Eddle Hanlon fh action, and the
chances are the same palr of lads could
not have drawn $3,000 In the days before
the fire.

The outlaw amateurs whang one anoth-
er In the {Zresence of congested houses
once a week, and the amount of shop a
Queensbherry paragrapher s required to
talk when he accosts acqualntances on
the street cars and elsewhere shows that
intertst in the sport In general.

It wasn't a prospect of a poor harvest
that caused O'Brien to sgnatch up his
dolls and clear to Los Angeles—it was be-
cause of. a split in the cabinet of San
Francisco’'s one and only fight trust.

If a recently arrived traveler from the
Southland speaks the truth, O'Brien de-
livered himself as follows one evening:

It seems to me that Coffroth and
Graney are engaged in a fight to a finish
for the control of the boxing situation up
there. Each of them stands well political-
ly and each has a big personal reputa-
tion and a large following. It did not
take me long to determine that 1 was
between two fires, and as I didn't know
which one to warm up to I came here to
look for work. Coffroth and Graney re-
mind me of the old circus gag. Working
together they are like a palr of sclssors.
With a screw loose they become u couple
of daggers. 1 guess there are big houses
to be had In San Francisco. but while the
vendetta lasts a fellow would never know
where he was golng to land. That's why
I'm In Los Angeles.”

TWhen O'Brien hears there s talk of
getting out _an injunction to prevent the
Kaufmann-Berger contest from takingl
place hecause Coffroth leased one pavilton |
after Graney. ns pre<ident of the fight|
trust, has leased another. he will probably
shake hands with himself and say: *“Jack.
old fellow, vou saw what was coming and
you did not linger.”

Meanwhile sporting men are beginning
to ask where this Coffronth-Graney busi-
ness is going to end. There Is no par-
ticular reason why the gentlemen named
shouldn't enjoy a nersonal fued. but iteis
a pity that their differences should Inter-
fere with the passing of a sport with
g'hlch they both have been so long identi-

ed.

As matters stand fight fans do not care
to discuss proiected events seriously. not
knowing whether such events will ever
come to' a head. Sporting writers are
hampered In their work for similar rea-
sons. and the effect generally of this rift
in the fight trust lute is disquieting and
confusing.

Jack O'Brien must have felt a full-sized
tremor of pride iiegling his spine when he
succeeded in putting out both Fred Cooley
and Jim Tremble on contract time at Los
Angeles last Tuesday night. This thing
of attempting the demolition of two rivals
an one evening is riskv at the best of
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