- STUTE SEES DANGER|
* INNEW AUTO GOURSE

~ Fears Necks and Machines, Not|
~ Records, Will Be Broken in
e ~“Western Vanderbilt” Races.

STRANG MAKES DARING TRIAL

&

Drives Machine at Terrific Speed
While Tourists Watch Spec-
tacular Performance.

, A
BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT.- .
CROWNPOINT, Ind., June 17.--Necks
and machines, not records, will be broken
at the Crownpoint automobile course
during the “Western Vanderbhiit” races
Friday and Saturday, according to Harry
.Btutz of Indianapolis. He regards ‘the

: the most dangerous
upon which any automobile rodd race has
ever been run. The course abounds 1in
dangerous curves, sharp descents and
misleading turns. BSeveral of the drivers
who have been . trying out their ma-
chines during the last few days
have experienced hair-breadth escapes
from death whHe whirling over the
Hoosler road at the rate of & mile a
minute. Deep ruts have been carved in
the macadamized roadbed by the con-
tinual gnawing of the tires.

‘Aundreds of tourists, who are eager
to be on the grounds in plenty of time,
lined both sides of the roadway near the

judge’'s stand today to witness the try-
outs. The most thrilling and apectacu-
lar, as well as the most dangerous, stunts
performed with the racing smoke wagons
were executed by Lewis Strang in his
Bulck. At the rate of a mile a minute
Strang’s machine, when striking 4 rut
or a2 bump in the road, would leap for-




‘Hundreds, of thuri;ts: who are eager:|:
to be on the grounds in plenty of time,
lined both sides of the roadway near the

Judge’s stand today to witness, the try-
outs. The most thrilling and spectacu-
lar,.-as well as the most dangerous, stunts
performed with the racing smoke wagons
were executed by Lewis Strang in his
Buick. At the vate of a mile a minute
Strang’s machine, when striking 9 rut
or a bump in the road, would leap for-
ward in the air, not ntrlklnF the  road
. until more than fifty feet dlstant from
the bounding place. This example was
duplicated by nearly every ome of the
dare-devil drivers. The danger _that
~ lurks around every curve of the Indlana
course appears to constitute the principle
value' of this track. While records are
.not expected to be broken, it {s certain
that history con&alns no ac¢count of any

__race that tepted ti kill of a dri ». ' .
kha the pewer and endurance of a ma-| MASX PXINE, L
chine more thanithis rice will mm LIS RE ERE&

" Discovers Course by Accident. . COBE CVP 'R...k. TE

It was an accident that led to the dis- |
covery of this already famous automobile .
course. A few months ago a member of
the Chicago Automobile Club while tour-
ing on a pleasure trip drove arou the
course as it {8 now marked off. Heé was
g0 pleased with what he regarded as the
possibility of a great middle West racing
___track that he—insisted—and—succeeded—in-
getting the members of the Chicaga Auto-
mobile Club to make an inspecction of his
“explored course.’”’ : : -

The inspection [proved an igniter of' en- | =
thusiasm in the minds and hearts ‘of
every member of the party. As a result
the course stands today repaired.at the
cxpense of $50,000 under the glare of the
automobile spot light of this country. It
has long been the desire of the Chicago
club to do something big in- the racing
line, so that :the heart of the automobiie |
manufacturinyg world might be the stuge
upon which "the builders could exhibit to
the public the merits of their cars. This
dream, it is predicted by experts, will be
more than reallzed.

In order to immprove this course many
stupendous obstacles had to be over-
come. The. club committee got Into com-
‘munication with the commissioners of
Lake County. There was an exchange of
proposals concerning the use of this coun-
try road. ' It was finally agreed that {f the
club. would pay all damages to abutting
property and algo put the roads in good
repair it would be permitted. to clcse the
course during certain hours of the day for
the purpose of racing. The course i8 now,
cloged between the hours of 2 and 4 In
the-afternoon. During these hours man
and beast alike fight shy of this narrow
course as though it were a llve wire. Close
upon the heels of one another the fearless
- drivers test the (imit of-the —cars_that i .
throb beneath them and st the same time
familiarize-themselves with the intricacles
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‘munication with: the commissioners of |
Lake County. There was an exchange of
proposals concerning the use of -this coun-
try road. It was finally agreed that if the
club. would pay all damages to abutting
property and also put the roads in good
repair it would be permitted. to clcse the
course during certain hours of the day for
the purpose of racing.| The course i8 now_
closed between the hours of 2 and 4 in
the--afternoon. During these hours man

- and beast allke fight shy of this narrow

' _ course as though {t were a live wire, Close.

upon the heels of one another the fearless

—drivers test the Umit of the _cars that

|

throb. beneath them and at the same time
.familiarize themselves with the intricacies
of this deceltful track. - b !

, Cobe Pralses Progress.

Ira .M. Cobe, president of the Chicago
Automobile Club, was a prominent wit-;
ness of thgi:- iryouts today. In order to
stimulate interest Cobe bas .offered a

handsome prize for the winner of Sat-

urday’'s race, This prize stands as a
lure to seventeen entrants. The require-
-ments for competition in -this event are
“.....that.-the entered car shall not be in_ex-
cess of 526 cuble inches of piston dis-
placement and shall 1 weigh in excess
of 2,250 pounds, .
'The cars were weighed this morning on
the public scale at Crownpoint by the
technical executives, David Beecroft, F.
E. Edwards and Berne Nadall. e o2
The light cars ‘weré weighed yesterday.

ey v

n ‘the light, car racel had arrived at the

ovrse and was - beginning to. “burn it"

- gaa-the sun rose; Because this-race comes
— ﬁ-mb-.thé_*dfwen ~are utilizing every- min-

- ute avaflable to:practice. Although reg-
ular-practice ‘hours. are in the afternoon,
nly “an:hour or two at sunup,. before

. fu: 3 o'clock® this morihing every entrant |-
¥ !
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It _begins, -18_considered-safe: _
“One _ramarkable feature of the' entire

. ecourse is that not a single-railroad crosses

© qt, -This within forty miles of the great
- rallroad center, Chicago. - ' -

. The two 'atra!'
.. CedarLake, an
six miles long,

" more than nine milés|long, are the scenes
m 'bes%,ﬂme" thug far.- The starting
. ™ point_is ‘at—a position on. the east leg

~ near Crownpoint. A large -grand stan
~° erected _on the west side will accommo-
' -Qate at least 50,000 people. A
: Bulld-“Hen Roosts.”

. Every: orchard, meadow and. cornfleld
“that bounds the- entire circuit has long

~ _been rented at a rrerhium'. Grand stands
" " that look more-1i

ke | chicken roosts are
: to_be -seen P\'ery'_ otl;er hundréd feet on

Lowell on the- west leg,

ways, the one between |

the other between Lowell o

.. COURJSE
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either side of the course, THhe| farmers|
.are.reaping ‘a harvest from the [Influx of
visitors.” Many of th sightseers will camp|
all night in the fields and roads along|
the course. The races starting.at|8 o'cloeck
n the morning necessifate an early gath-

L

has found a new outlét for ity cravingj
of amusement, and while opposife to the|
general trend. of functions, hundreds, not|
only from Chicago, but. Indianapolis, St.
Louls, “€incinnati and many other places,|
have indicated intentions of. witnesgsingi
the races. - S TSl
.- In front of the grand stand repair pits
for the motor racers have been completed.
A “bridge crosses the track at this point
upon which men with large megaphones
will announce the progress of | the dif-

-

S eSS

| 395.66 miles.

. _ e hich
they have covered the course afier every,
lap. For the Cobe trophy, or heavy: car
event, the cars willl be required|to cover
the course, which {8 23.27 miles long,
seventeen timesg, or a  total distance‘of ]

..

! The small car racers. will
the route ten times for artota.l of]
74 miles. | . | J

part. .’ 4
Corner’
turn = ¢

.of the c
east fr
are. pu
Frrastb

path th
when t
cars hs
providi
wheel ¢
not be¢
ger. as

on a8

‘stand,
Bick

this mu

paratus
Fran

proven
vannakl
18 goin
.course,.
LAt t)e
weighe
thusias



AYRERW S W w) |'
1'08Ss8es
great

tween
st leg,
L.owell
-Aittleld
scenes
arting
8t leg
stand
mmo-

- I

rnfleld
8 long
stands
ts are
eet on

£§zgn; gg,;;g, naming the time_ {in_which
they have covered the course after every

|+

either sgide of the! course. The farmers
Jare.reaping a harvest from the influx of
visitors. Many of th sightseers will camp
all night in the fields and roads along
the course. The races starting at 8 o’clock
in the morning necessitate an early gath-
"erftig of  the spectators; Chicagosoclety]
has found a new outlet for s craving,
‘'of amusement, and while opposife to the
general trend of functions, hundreds, not
only from Chicago, but. Indianapolib St.
Louis,—€Cincinnati and many other places,
have Indicated . intentlons of thneqsmg
the races.

In front of the grand stand repair pits |
for the motor racers have been completed.
A bridge crosses the track at this point
upon which men with large megaphones
will announce the progress of the dif-

lap. TFor the Cobe -trophy, or heavy car
event;-the -cars--will be required to cover
the course, whi¢ch s 23.27. mliles long,
seventeen times, or a total distance™-of
3925.66 miles.. The small car racers. will
g the route ten times for a total of
32174 miles.

Every time a car takoq the eleven dif-
ferent- curves - on every lap the méchanic
must Jean far out/ as the machine whirls
around..an, two wheels, in order to main-
tainTita equilibrium. -As the practice has
indicated, thig grueling test upon the road-
‘bed- haa ground-the turng to a fine dust,
igw increasing the danger ‘ta the |
&Uu“l lbh of the rRéers. ;
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A .\hmt (thunco cast ’ol “Deuaih’s
Corner’' the drivers encounter a double
turn called- ‘“‘Cemetery (.unfv ~None
of the curves i banlked. Runping diregtly
east from. Lowell to the smflh the cars
are pushed about 200 feet,  when lhev

part.

MmMUst be T whirled = to the east again. " The
path then les due east about two miles,

when the last turn  is made‘, After the
cars have whizzed around tl}o last turn,
providin;, the driver is still| behind. the
wheel .and the mechanism of ‘the car has

not been ruined, they disregard all dan- |

ger as they wheel off the last nine miles
on 4a’ straightaway . toward the Judges
stand, the finish. | _J%

Blck ‘Tdwards and his stdff were busy
this morning inst.lllmg special timing ap-
paratus.

Frank Trego is the inventor of this ap-

proven efficient, havmg been’| used at . Su,-
Jyannah. It tells the 1ate at” whxdf’a, car’
is going at any givcn point’ along the
course.

J.ittle - (‘mwnrjoint and Lowell‘ are
weighed dow® with|a flood: ‘of auto en-
thusiasts Board and woming places are
A prmninm Six in a- .small countiry
house room 1 ig  the nvm.xgo] Hundrnd,q
more are jexpected ‘tonfgnt. | When ALY
practice has been-completed tonight (\'ms{(
0

race headquarters will be the scene
busy preparation. The racers will be given
their last overhauling before the final

spurt against time and dislahco A gen-
ernl girding .of loins, figiratively upehk-
ing, preparatory l'nr the speedl battle. | _,
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necessary, unruly persons will efther be
taken to the guardhouse, or temporarily-
imprigsoned to a [tree. The majority of
the troopers will be stationed at the
curve where the greatest danger is ex-
pedted... - . Ak  EiY - ST

Along both the maiﬂ“stWJrown-
point and Lowell heavy six-foot high wire
fencos }mve ‘been built. The -course leads

50

—{-glass—of-a-har
1 with the sharpneSs that will require ex-

| frighten the average

. "Dﬁath,

direct V.uu.u J.AOWGH'—fEICIHg' large plate
W%Fhet‘e turns

pert skill to keep ‘the. car from, plunging
“headlong into-the store.

.In Lowell .there ‘are; two: tums, ‘the
names of whlch‘ alode: are enough to
“driver; one 'is called |-

nis championship singles for- :
in progress on the West “Side’|

(}'orner,’i', and it looks yeu the

gat all the cups hanging around loome, 1
will "break the long-distance r&un‘d and I'il
also_make a new endurance ré¢cord.’”
Fisher stated that he ¢could have enully
made the long-distance flight’ reoord in the
big balloon race held recently Hn Indianapo-
lg' if heé 'had not.hagd.such. p&or hwk mith,.

“the air cufrent.
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MTTS HAMMOND TENNIS WINNER.-
“NEW  YORK,; June—l?—‘\di}svﬂ{muhe S D

Hammond today, won the Mefropolitan ten- |’
romen in ‘the'|"

tournament ;
Club’s ‘courts, defeating Miss Marie Wagner,
national indoor champian, by a acore of 6-0,

“The finals in: the men's chmplonlhlp
evenu wm*be played tomerx:o
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