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OLD SPANISH BRIDGE NEAR HAVANA

International

‘Under - skies of opal, on a track glis-

“tening like spangled porphyry, amid

scenery clothed in the glow and glory of
an eternal spring, the international au-
tomobile race for the Cuba Cup was run
at Havana on February 11. It seemed
as if the youth and beauty and age and
honor of Cuba were assembled, filling the
.colossal grand stands to overflowing.
Tens of thousands thronged the shining

eri palms

ﬁftr'g ur miles. There were four very
sha% upns on the road, besides sudden
and'{@rtuous curves, and, while the con-

of the surface of the road was all
thatvgould be desired, the disturbing an-
glesgnd cuyrves were of the most harass-
ing | ind. and not in any sense suited to
A spéed motoring. As a result, of the
splendid cars that.started in the
of the most accomplished drivers
e world, only one finished. The
othérs met with disaster, and the general

&

hig way and clustered beneath the tow-,
t" and foljage-embowered}
plantain and mahogany trees that skirted
the“&‘high road from Havana to Artemisa,
anddon to San Cristobal, a distance of'

Automobile Race for the Cuba Cup

effect was of a dispiriting kind, so much
so that the races intended for next day
were postponed by the committee till
next year.

The ‘complete race embraced four laps
of the tortuous road, making 217.79
miles in all, and the arrangements were
of the most complete kind. Five hun-
dred men had been working on the road
for more than’a month, at a cost to the
government of $30,000. Havana had
appropriated $7,000 and the Automobile
Association of America had subscribed
over $14,000 to the expenses of the tour-
nament and the entertainment of the
guests,

There were four competltors started
for the Cuba Cup. Bernin, in a go H. P.

Renault, owned by W. Gould Bro-
kaw, was the first to get away,
starting at exactly 10 o'clock. He

was followed by Lancia in a 110
H. P. Fiat, entered by . Enrique
Conill, who won the cup last year. Ced-

rino, driving Gustav Roek’s 110 H. P.
Fiat, was the third to start, and Demo-
geot, driving an 8o H. P. Darracq. came

- 71
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last. There were intervals of three min-
utes between the starting of each ma-
chine, and Demogeat lost five minutes at
the start, having trouble with his
clutches.

The start was made at about a mile
from the grand stands at Camp Colum-
bia, and as each car passed the stands the
cheering was deafening, President
Palma and a great gathering of State
0Fﬁc1als cheering with the rest. Cedrino
canje to gfief ‘at the double curve near
1isg/ about forty. miles from the

{ point. He struck a tree and the
8 .

THE AUTOMOBILE MAGAZINI

first lap was concluded. On the second
lap of the course Demogeot was the only
contestant remaining. He contmued at a
high speed and finished in 3 hours 38
minutes 18 seconds. Everybodv was of
opinion that Lancia would win. He was
going about seventy-five miles an hour
when he lost control at a cutve. Demo-
geot’s time averages within g fraction of
a mile a minute. The winning machine
is owned by Luis Marx, a Cuban, and is
the same which was driven by Hemery,
winning the great road racds last year,
the Ardennes Circuit in Frapce and the

|

CUBAN VILLAGCE WITH

car turned turtle The machinist, Capra,
and Cedrino were both seriously ‘injured
and’ taken td “the Guanajay Hospital.
Lancia, the Italian chauffeur, was going
at a terrific speed beyond Artemisa, and
when d;rossing the railroad track the ma-
chinist was thrown out of the car, which
- put Lancia and his car out of the race.
Bernin was the first to reach San Cristo-
bal, in| 51} minutes, Demogeot taking 54
minutes and 26 seconds. On the return
run Bernin had the misfortune to lose
time t{n'ough the puncture of a tire and
was practxcallv out of the race before the

BAD TURN ON ROAD o

. { > d
Vanderbilt Cup race in Long|Island. Ini
addition to the tortuous curvés there was'!
a constant surging of the exqted crowds:
that rrr;i?e the driving, of a, car exceed-
ingly _h4zardous, and Demaﬁﬁ'eot has at
once stamped himsel gs.a\g rareful and
masterly chauffeur. ‘
l £
Attempts are makmg to have Senatot
W. J. Morgan superintend n series of
races in April under the C(mtrol of the
Jacksonville Automobile and Motor Boa‘k»
Club. Florida weather will be abou
right then. ‘ 3
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