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AUTOMOBILE RACING.

“HY Cites Saturday’s Results in Sup-
45 port of His Views. !
To the Editor of The News:

Sir—1 wonder how your correspondent
“itex.” with his argument$ for “competi-!
tive methodd in agriving at.  superior
qualities,” and his plea for “‘sport in the
interest of spirited 4}*0&1‘(!1" feels now after
the curhage of Saturday at the motor
speedway.  Has he concluded that the
killing of (two men in Thursday's races

3

was nol ah exception, but to be expeacted

in every uace of the kind? Does he still
think it sport? Or, if go, does he still think
it ought td be | .
“pex’ pizinterprets, in part, what I
had t6 say in my communication, I did
not conderin the automobile business, On
the contrary. it ls only lack of mone
that geepw! me from havihg a cav myself,:
I love deaé;r)y my friends who have mua-
chines, ang nothing pleases me go much
as an invitation to, tuke a run over the
country roads. Neither am [, as your (or-
respondent infers, a “‘graybeard,” who
deplores alll the things that appeal to
spivited votith., 1 have no beard at all, If 1
had one it would be brown. 1 am not ex-
aetly a splrited youth, but it.ls not long]
gince 1T was one. | have played baseballd
mnd football and love thgny Doth,  though
I have grown wise f.'m.\'ug;} to see the ob-’
jections ta the latter. A :
Jdng. I play poker and I bet 4 little on
‘horse races. All ‘I need is more tmoney to
make me 3§ sure enough sport, o
But this ;amumobi,e racing ax#w i5 gO-
ing a littie too far. It I8 not the bukiness,
but the facﬁlng that | condemn. \,The only
legitimate object of this ricing 18, by
vour corraspondent’s own prac&hal ad-
mission, the - -development of speed,| which,
he .says, can only be done By these {estw.
Hut to what end the developmeit of this
great speed? ‘It is against the law any-
where but on the track, and on the track
it results in injury and death.. Moreover,
it promotes the mania for speed which
good senéie ay well as fthe law. condemmns,
It & true that men who engage In other
sports take chances, but there is no other
gport, except. perbaps, bullfighting, in

| which acefdent 18 almost certain to refult
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j horse races. All 1 need is more money to |

make me 4 sure enough sport,
But this automobile racing game

but the racding, that 1 condemn, !
legitimate object of tht
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mission, the-development Of speed, | which,
he .says, can only be done hy these tests.
But to what end the developmeht of this
great speed? ‘It is against the law any-

. The only
ricing 8. by
- practidal ad-

it results In injury and death.. Moreover,
it promotes the mania for speed which
good sensie ax well as fthe law. condernns,
It i8 true that men who engage in other
sports take chances, but there is no other
sport, except, perbaps, bullighting, in
which aceiflent 1s almost certain to refult
in death. 'What-Qance has a man ih a
racing automobile omething breaks or
he loges control of h If It were
indulgéd in purely as spofMNNguvme of the
objections to it nilght be sonMyyhat con-
doned, though still it ought to h&agrohib-
ited asx too dangerous, hut it {8 not

‘T['

it is prométed and enghged in purely Tor
Advertising purposes,

7 The automoblle racing game could be
‘paralleled by a case like this. A lot of

manufacturers are making life bhelts and
‘people are buving Hft belts in large num-
hsers. Each manufncturer wantn to show
that his bejt i= the best., So he arranges
a swimming contest across the Atlantic
ocean. Fach manufacturer engages o
huge pricd geveral expert swimmers. t
g0 into the contest and wear the firm's
belts, The muanafacturer savs to his swim-
mers: V'Of course, vou take a great risk,
but there 1= $£5,000 in it for vou if vou

gel across,-but 1 hope not.,” This would
be “‘sport” as “‘Rex" looks at it
crowds would gather to witeh the, start
and the fipish., and those who could af-
ford it would “follow in ~ their steam
vachts, The newspapers wonuld print ¢ol-
umns in their sporting pages about the
swimming contest. Several swimniei's
drowned bhecauxe the life Lelts wore out,

| Those wha arrive come in exhausted und

talf crazy., The manufacturer who nuule
the beit worn by the winnei advertices:
“Use the Ocean Wave ,
by Johin Jonex in the long distance race
acrogs the ocean when he won over
seventv-three contestants,
only !}&fl'{ that did
fMustration s rather
principle i the same.
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