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Ideal Race Course

- In a current issue of Automobite Topfrs
is the following editorial on the local
automobile race course:

- “Abnormal heat, impenstrable dust on
the first “turn; "and- fiving —tar, which
blinded the drivess, were the causes of
the lamentable deatha o,t aho .opening

day of the Indianapolis
'Y Poor Bourqus wab m&fn phvnfcal con-
dition to drive a 3260-mile race at the
reakneck speed which was set by all
the drivers from the outset. When -
ing tlres ourque was seen to pirfch
arms later his mechaniolan, who
gerlched with him, was noticed rubbin
arms algo while he was ariving th
car, In taking the last turm on the
home stretch, on what proved to be hu
death ride, ﬁourquo was, no doubt
exhausted that he forgot to -tmlﬁbten
out his ocar after taking the turn, an
straight into the ditch, Both BOurqua
and; Holcombe were thrown, ”‘a
turnsd three somersaults and nd on
the front wheels, which were demolished,
whn the rear whesls remained intact.
“The second day the races were shorter
%nd no casuality oocurred. his should
ave induced the officials to shorten the
proposed 8300-mile rage on the third day.
especially when it Jwas apparent that
nearly all the drivers were warn out.
“The Bpeedway s ideal for ol g.n
the promoters, especially il r.
deserv, creut gredit for what tho,
accombplished in a short space o ttmo.
particularly when it is known that 3 erQ
was.. about_forty . d&)’f raln in In
apolls while constructio Foing tm.
during which time work h&d to be stopped.
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Says Speedway Is
Ideal Race Course

In a current {ssue of Automobite Topirs
is the following editorial on the local
automobile race course:

_ “Abnormal heat, impensetrable dust on
the first tutrn, an&- filying tar, which
blinded the drivers, were thg causes of

the lamentable deaths at the opening
day of the Indlanapolis’ 8 udwa{.
"Papr Bourgque wag not-in physical con-
dition to drive a 350-mile race at the
reakneck speed which was set by all
the drivera from the outset. When chang-
ing tires Bourque was seen to pinch hls
arms, and later his mechanician, who
perished with him, was noticed rubding
his arms also while he was driving the
car. In taking the last turn on the
home stretch, on what proved to be his
death ride, Bourque was, no doubt, so
exhausted that he forgot to str&lghten
out his car after taking the turn, and ran
straight into the ditch. Both Bourque
and Holcombe were thrown, and the car
turned three somersaults and landed on
the front wheels, which were demolished,
while the rear wheels remained intact.
“The sacond day the races were shorter
and no casuality oocurred. This should
have {nduced the officials to shorten the
proposed 8300-mile race on the third day,
especially when {t was appargmt that
nearly all the drivers were worn out.
‘“The Bpeedway is ideal for speed, and
the promoters, especially Ca Fisher.
deserve great credit for what they have
accomplished in a short space of time,
particularly when it is known that there
was about forty GQYF' raein in Indian-
apolis while construction was going on,
during which time work had to he stopped.
“The first impression received when
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Talks on Needs of
bile Racing Machines

approaching the Speedway is imposing-
grand stands, judges’, timeras’ and press
stands are all well. located, and every-
8§ was in perfect working order.
Btarter Wagner handled the races with a
-;2:;>edwhzch we ‘have never before wit-
“Track racing, we all know, is a dan-
gerous business, but the promoters did
everything to minimise all risks., .
he lesson be learned from this
lamentable accident is, that in future the
Drogram of all races Whould | gre ared
with an éspecidl ey® to the capablittie :
the- drivers, so' that ‘they should not ¥be
set a task beyond phx:leﬂ endurance. To
call upon a man ta drive for four or five
hours under a semi-torrid sun g ¢t
20ures which hae boek range Ly st mile
C Al n made arfect as
T R
: care en in pre r ms
oonteste of this lr&%tex?"e:g ,pbo kept
out, but after announcement of a long-
disianca race has been made, fustice to
the public requjres that it shall be run.
President Speare LA A A en-
deavored to have the distance of the fatal
race shortened, but it had beén an-
nounced and the .gubllc protested against
any reduction beéing. made. herefore,
scrutiny of programs should come before
they are made public.

ceptance of entrfes of drivers in poor
hysioal condition, an examination of

ch drivers should he made before the
race in order to determine whether they
are competent to \indertake such an ex-
hausting task ag s before them. Igo
Such an oxammination Mo Tully unders?
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AVOID8 NNIFT 8HOP WORK.
_The Paekard Motor Car ‘Company was
started eleven years ago as & Waal Virginla
corporation. It became a Michigan etorpora.

tion Bept. 1. In reorganizing the [
under the Michigan l:w- th: ttﬁmnptg
became §8,000,000 prefarred and $5,000,000

arst | anything like the National's percentage

commean. The enlargement of the capital
, 8tock |g made to myeet the company’'s needs
for anlargement of fioor space and additional
factlities generally, in order to enable the
oompay to avold night work.
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