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Automobilés Enrich 1
- American Tongue |

Automobiles have been credited often
with helping almost. every phase ‘of the
American life and -industry, . but.it re-
mains for an editoildl writer in Sqribner’s
Magasine to- show -how this modern- iny
vention has enriched the American tongue,

he recent bill passed by the New York
Yegislature' to prevent '?jomﬂdlns" is.
taken as the milestone, mar g the im-
provement of, the language. ‘‘Curiously
enough,’” writes this author, ‘it is not
to the cultivated and scﬁolarly th
thoughtful and the 'refilned that the
vitality of our speech is due. - The wealth

% .

of -the language, a8 our material pros- -

perity, comes from. below.
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~ Souther’s' analysis- of: the
8 ‘'on- tire slips at Brook-
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‘wheel on the, inside, run-
scurved track, slips a very
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-gay, —humorous, —possibly —recKkless,

As people acquire education 'the -

lene
dency of speech

is toward formaslity;

recognized observances, phrases and ex+ -

pressions that have been sanctioned and
established. It is the lower, busy; unedu-
cated world that seeks thé short cut, and

hand. It is from this ‘direction comes

‘the quick introduction Into current speech

uses - the -most -convenient wordstool ~at--

of figures taken from industrial progress; -

the arts, the world- of,
affairs, or whatever catches' the Ppublic
attention, Fer examiple, the electric cars:
‘scarcely running when “‘off his
trolley’ was 8o neatly. descriptive of a
certain mental state that it was put into
immediate commission. ‘Get. on to his

and holders down of the bleaching boards —.
on the baseball field, who thus briefly de+
nominated  those {ncursions into higher . -

mathematics which baseball pitch
covered to the confusion of batsmeén-
professors.

a few days ago that our recent attorney

general , announced - his - preference _for .

government by megaphone.’
‘“‘By their slang you shall know

Ce{'tainly picturesque.”
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This enrichment of the Americant timg;’uea1 R
reflects the national temperament. It {d
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‘curves’ sprang directly from the rooters -
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