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Dzd’ not Realize that He had Won t/ze
(ﬁ rmf Contest.

Louis Nikrent Drove a Red-hol JScéorrri to the Speed
King-—.An Exciting Finish Slosh ing Through ihe Mud.
Bramicite Came in Steering the Cadillac with a Pair
of Fence Rails. : ;

)

- AL G. WADDELD. """
ITOENIN, Nov, 11.—8plashin thwugh several inches ol’ mud with nh
P the speed left in the first fAmerican car to finish at Indlavapolis last
May, and believing himsgif defeated, Barney Oldfleld finished the
peventh annual Los Angeles to Phoenix road race with first honors aud woo
the title of “master driver of the world.”

Louis Nikrent on the Paige No. 8, led lhe veteran Lo the tape by aa\ren-
teen minutes; but when time was figured, the mud-stained Stutz had won
by Ahirty-five minntes and fifty-five seconds. OldAeld drove the 636-mile
course in 23h. 1358, Nikrent's time was 23h. 3om.--56 2-b8. Beaudet on
Pam:\ No. 1. was third in, covering tbn dlwmcc in 25b. 4w, 38 4-5s. Durant
and Chevrolet in the Chevroiet No. I, wnn fourth place :thhnugh they fin-
ished hehind-Bramletla in the Cadillac No. 19. Just thirty-four inutes and
nineteen seconds sepavated the Chevrolet and Lhe veteran Cadillac when the
time was figured. :

The cars did nol zo inside the fair grounds for the finish as has always
been the custom. The rain: had put the course under water and it was
declded to hold {he cars off the track until the speed brushes come off
Thursday. For miles onut on the deserl, automobiles were parked along the
course and the rpilroad with hundreds of motor-race enthusiasts waiting
for the desert racers. What looked to be the entire population of Phoenix
was lined up uslong the muddy road from the finlsh line out several miles
through {he reclaimed lands, Teams worked on the road until time for
the cars to come in dnd the teams were stationed at several washes for the
purpose of giving the drivers assistance if necessary.

When Nikrent in t*he Paige came down the muduy ruaﬁ thare were

“asking his time,

thought' that he hag been oo slow
for tha coveted titlh land pulled wwny
atler bolng checked “n withoul aven
In or lose, Ultltlclll
15 t¥e ldol of motor aport: 7
THOUGHT HITD LOST.

Tho frst thing that the "mnaster
driver of the waotld” did after pulling
away from the finlsh was te removi
the cind of mund whileh had onee heen
a stoglo from his Gyed, An he drove
up In front of the- Adams Tiatel, Nik.
rent was the first 1o congratulate him
The I'nlge driver had fgured 1
and knew that he was only the second.
place maon.

“It's no dlsgrine to Jlose Lo & white
man like j Harney, nnd T'm ol
elad yon o we * were the exact wdrda
of Nikrent, und he meant L

Larney canme baek with, the state-
ment that every man in the race had

Shrreed ctrmr westerns sportamanship,

e refused o be pralsed by any of

the hovs whe had battied against him
in the strennous eontesi.,

Cine minute behind Barney's Sluta
came Beandet’s Palge No, 1. Tt was
almnst  an hour before  the Chevrolet
and Durant limped in with No.- 2, fol-
lowed hy the IKllis brothers in the
Bulek Na.o 15, nine minntes later.

'T'hﬂrﬂ wns A long wull before thae
Cole No. 21 rolled in, followed half
an hour Ler by the Stutz No. 17,
which arriverd ton late to be counted
a8 n linisher at the checking station.

1t rained from midnlght to within a
few minutes of time for the start
from  Preseott this  morning,  The
ronds were o muddythat it was dan-
gerous Lo evon ereep over the moun-
tain roads out of the mile-high eity,
and in places the mechanics had ta
get out-and place rocks along 1he
outer edge of the roud to brave the
embankment.

INTD THE DITCIL,

The Simplex No. 4 followed Rarney
nut of Prescott at 9:02, and had macle
up almost two minutes when hard
luck sent the powerful racer into the
ditehh in the mountains, more than
100 miles from the-linish. A broken
torsion spring and drive chain put the
Slmples—aqd- ol thepunning . an

bl.ll:c]:: JUJ L‘tﬁﬂil‘i Jue Cdl WdEs Bl uuaywur:.x:u '-\vu_u mlwuu 5uu.\uu I-uuu
it. "'was impossible to see the number or even the shape of the radlator.
Even the passengers on the “Howdy Spncial " which had followed the cars
over the course, could hardly recognize Nikrent as he drnve up to the fnish.

- STEERED WITH RAILS.

Crowds swarmed “around the car and it reguired a force of Arizons
militia-to clear the course for the next car.
Second to finish was the Cadillac No. 19 with Bill Bramletta at tha

though Olin Davis, winner of the des-
ATt classic last vear, drove on, hoping
to finilsh, he gave up the race and
took a late train into Phoenlx tonight.
George Settle, owner of the Simplex,
told Davis and his mechanic, Rad-
ford, that they could have the entire
purse If they won the race. This was
a great encouragement to tha drivers
and they put all thelr skill and nerve
“inte the race, but fate was against
the Simplex ninety and it Is now a
wreck out on the desert.

Oldfield went out of thé Prescott
control with the race won and he de-
cided to drive a conservative race
and take no chances. After Davis went
put, Barney felt safer than ever and
just toured over the muddy roads,
through Sknll Valley, Kirkland and
Hillside, The Stutz was sull in the
lead et Hlillside, but at Wickenburg
front position had been lost.

At Hot Springs Junction Nikrent
wag well out in front. driving like a
wild man and taking every chance
to get the speed out of hiscar. Chev-
rolet was in second place at this point
with Bramlgtte less than & minuta be-
hind, and Barney running fourth in
position.

Then it was that Barney began to
have trouble. His carburelor picked
up a lot of water in going through
a flooded wash and when speed was
most needed, there was none to be
had. Barney lost fifteen minutes at
New River. Hiz motor stalled and
he had to have spectators shove him
to turn the motor dver and start the
car., °

LIKE DE PALMA.

As he started on the last {fifleen
mile stretch, the veteran turned to
George Hill, his mechanle, and said:
“De Palma,” the mental picture of
the great Itallan losing the interna-
tional sweepstakes and then losing the
great race within a mile of the fin-
tsh flashed through the minds ol the

two men, and wit]mut a. wur(] thn car .
~=rus openad up, i

The last ten miles snr-meﬁ like an
gven hundred, Hill sald  after the
great race, and all the time that Bar-
nev was sliding over the slippery
| course, the mcr'h.l.nlc pumped oil and
(yelled “De Palma.”

Nikrent and Beaudet both wnnt

through New  Ttiver without having

to call in the services of o team, Rolh
Palge cars made beller time Lhan
third place cinched g hub eap was torn

W Thea-orow—was almost—out—of—the

rnce at that time, but Durunt. got hold
of a Stilson wrench which he tight-
sned on the axle end and lashed to
tha enrines This aerved as a hub for
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— : The hero of the Cactus Derby. - ' : e
Rarney Oldfield, who drove the Stulz Into first place in the Phoenix road race. With seve

< ; ¥ - e ika the race is
. wheel. This was Dby far the most unique finish to an auto race ever wil- gteered fifteen miles to the finish by rubbing the rail against the tlre like e ctastiats
; ; : : with the broken steering apparatus dragging 10 ° gig501a's

: 'égued in the Wesl. Driving al aboul thirty miles an hour, Bramletts a youngster guiding a ]100.'9,;. an hone: de
nd: his ‘machanic bumped down the ‘streteh to the finish, steering with a the mud under the car. o ; . made: by D
pair of fence ralls lashed to’the front ‘axle. ' : ; BARNEYA S He @ th- gh the mud thep o b
! ; = : ' i e s T Vi rou he { ‘s sp.
. Aishort distance out of Prescolt this morning the Cadillac went over Barney's. finish was not e?nmé %Feﬁi::ué?\]n of eﬂmm pfetﬂest exhibitions f,;l;n r?:: i\;:ﬁ
: i : 4, ' : 2 z p g ale speed and 1 4 g e % v ' ]
é-" twch'c-fom.: SHpahnen’ .rﬂm' croRe sl pestatns helved, Enk tha ear 2; I%e(?::l:ﬁ;o:‘:?nn{uh:tc;.i}cb]:\.mwds stood silently watching the Stutz slop from _er's ?I:T:anl.f
aclt on the course, but' the steering arm was so bent that Bramlett could side Lo slde in Lha road, until within a lew yards of the finish, ‘the_n someou: '%L”ﬁam fat)
ot turn lo the righl. He drove om, however, with great dlfficulty and yecognized the eur by the digar which Oldfeld held in the hole in his mud BurtaTe, (o
When overfalken by the Howdy Sperial, twenty milés ont; of Phoenlx, was masl : Ry T o Pt e P ~ fes, Phoenix—tt
i ¢ i ok 226 - ' - IasR. : " band played scrambled notes. ... "moina

in firsi position, ‘leading Nlirent, Oldfe i Wild cheers broke lpose. The Howdy 5 -
m’l’nutes.n ; g R\ aud Bealdot.in place. by savere) The Don Lea drum corps opened up. - The whistles on the two eugines change a t

i i 3 % ubout_ an h
o w’]}‘{t{ Howdy raceil along with the old Cadillac for about five wiles, 1o R T A
Yor.. c ; +

MO
The Chevr
|stages of the

Coburys Phofo Indiandpalis. R R S R

Ar B_rynle{.l;_w_an( Into the wush, li-o_jumpur]'rrgm.i.hu ‘banlk :1.t. high {ihued'
n.]wh_r_o_.{e the steering arm. - There wng ‘2 team at the strea
he. machine out - after: about  f 1 1
lechanic . then broke off. tyo fo
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purpose of giving the drivers nesistance Il necessary. 100 milos from the-finish. A broken T
When Nikrent in the Paige_came down ihe muddy toad, there were torsion spring and drive chain put the :
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it "was impossible o sea the numbet or even the shape of the radlator. though Olin Davis, winner of the des- =
Bven the passengers on the “Howdy Special,” which had followed the cars "“'L r“’}“l:";‘:c }1]“’“ -‘;‘:;"rl"mt’;" on, hoping |

over the course, could hardly recognize Nikrent as he drove up to the finish. i b g'ﬂ-ﬁl-.lﬂ101;h00f;l;ﬁ?}?ﬂ;:€ t

s’ STEERED WITH RAILS. George Setlle, owner r:_l‘ the Simplex, i

: Crowds swarmed around the car and it required a force of Arizona }-ﬂ:f}l ﬂ:’,\ie“:ﬂd ,.:,l?ﬂ Tgi(itt?:n oﬁtll;l_ I ¥

militia to clear the course for the next car. purse 1f they won the race. This Al e
Second to finish was the Cadillac No. 19 with Bill Bramlette at th2 a great encouragement to the drivers ' :
s . and they put all thelr skill and negva i e
‘into the race, but fate wus uagainst lints
the Slmplex ninety and it Is now a Lo
& wrack out on the desert. - this
. Oldfield went onut ot.thl:". Prescolt > in 1
control with the race won and he de- now
cided to drive a conservative race
- and take no chancea. After Davis went : i i tha
- out, Barney felt safer than ever and y : ATne
: just toured over the muddy roads, w
through Skull Valley, Kirkland and how
Hillslde. The Stutz was suUll In the Ang
lead at Hlillside, but at Wickenburg {he
front position had been lost. 1l
At Hot Springs Junction Nikrent e
wag well out in front. driving like a Hok
-t - . wlild man and taking every chanre t wom
i to get the speed out of his car. Chev- £ & Tree
rolet was in second place at this point delv
with Bramlette less than a minute be- the
hind, and Barney running fourth in
position. Fr
Then it was that Barney hegan to We:
have trouble. His carburetor picked I
up a lot of water in going through o
a Aooded wash and wheu speed was that
most needed, there was none to be , winr
had. Barney lost fifteen minutes at | nior
‘New River. His motor stalled and i weitl
le had to have spectators shove him £ 2 -er
to turn the motof dver and start Lhe ] e
car, i Lomo
. LIKE DE PALMA. . 2 road
As he ‘started on the last fifteen . . thian
mile stretch, the veteran turned to drlvi
George Hill, his mechanie, and sald: ! Ing,
. “De Palma,” the mental pictura of CRE " treac
'the great Itallanlosing the interna- ! Wi
tional sweepstakes and then losing the | o
great.race within a mile of the fin- i i
ish flashed through the minds of the by 3
_“two men, and without a word the car . g0
s -opemed rp, = i - | S
The last ten miles seemed like an were
+ gven hundred, Hill sald after the ] e
great race, and all the time that Bar- - i car
‘ney was sliding over the slippery 1 i Foi
course, the mechanic pumped oil and bad
lyelled “Da Palma.” ; - vl 1
Nikrent and Beaudet both went b T ‘net t
through—New—River—witheut—having- — e - | onsi
to call in the services of -a team. Both ‘ 4 R
Palge cars made better tlme than i shenal,
third place cinched a hub cap was torn i 1 trove
—oft—The—erew—was—slmeost—out—ofthe——— | - —— — —fastel
‘rece at that time, but Durant. got hold ’ 3 niloul
' of a Stilson wrench which he tight- | than
sned on the axle end and lashed to o with
the springs. This served as a hub for g 2 y
the last thirty-five miles or so of the take
race, and put the Chevrolet In with Nikr
fourth honors, i
The little Metz No. 9 got as far as lfl L Nik
ot Springs Junction, but went out I minot
- . with o broken steering’ gear, after ‘i vad 1
i, — . TS sliding over an émbankment. & mh
J P s et A DN S ] 5 ; ; LI : The Kincald Special No. 10 got as . e
¥ Feas - far as Hot Springs Junction a.l::o. ?:‘; } DT:I:
- 2 . the car.counted out when a twisl wac
The hero of the Cactus Derby. * g : ~axleand transmission trouble over: : o, th

o drove {he Stutz into first place in the Fhof‘“i?( roadrace.: A . . to%l;ig réeve.n cara reaching Phoenix, ; :?h‘r:l:

ito race ever wit. steered fifteen miles to the finish by rubbing the rall agalnst the tire like g;ga{ﬁac}sa?lom ; Eﬁ:ﬂi:?fss i:as: the A : ay of

1 hour, Bramlette g youngster. guiding a hoop, with the broken steering apparatus dragging 11 = g1dqeld's average time of 29.1 miles aithot

. atesring with 5. the pind under the car. ) an hour does mot equal tha record ; " ; : to ke

x i H t BARNEY'S CIGAR. T . - made by Davig last veor, Dut when | lowes

: Gl > 2 - 0 the raln is taken into ‘conslderation. i aod |

ladillac went over Barney's finlsh was not exactly spectacular. He drove through the mud, gorney's speed is really < pemarkable " check

jed to et the can-at o dangerous rale of ipeed and il was one of the prettlest exhibitiousiand he well deserves the master arive, ! - o'cloc!
: of Lhe entlfe race, but the crowds stood silently watching the Stutz slop from er's medal “which™ was presentsd rdm' Iy : b

l?t Bramlat_t_could side to side in the road, until witlrin a few yards of the finish, then somaoue him this afternoon 1;;;_(;501'53 Pl{: i 5 : : o e

‘eat difficulty and jagognized the car by the ¢igar which Oldfleld held.in’ the bole in. hls mud Bullard, father of the “Cactus Derby. i ; field
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