Well ';Inown Automobile Racer
A-rived From New Orfeans,
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Champion. of the Aulonobilz kr"'Woi'Id
Tells of His Experiences on' the
Track—The Races Saturday.

Barney Oldfield, the well known rac-1

. ing  automobilist, accompanied by his

'“ife.
over: the Texas anga- Pa.CIﬁC from l\ew

arrived !n Dallas this mor‘ung

Orleans;" and will- have apartments at

“the Omenta] hotel during the remam-—

.st&tedr he

Cer of the week. Oildfield appears to be,
in the best of hea,lth an in conversa-
tion “with a “Times: -Herald repor tor
was verY *much plea,sedl;
to note the promLsm., weather - condi-

i tions for the automobile racing events

1 to. be heldi-at the Fau- Grounds track

Saturday, -Feb. 25. “Thxs is - my- first
visit to- Dallas,” said Oloﬁeld “and. as
yvet I have seen only the pa,rt of the city
betm een the hoiel and the Texas and.
Pacnﬁc p'wsengér st:mon o~ must say
that I am agreeably sux:prlsed with:

what little I, have seen. The place is’
_often spoken of- in all parts of - the

Uniteg States, and I am delighted .at
the oppmtumty of visiting here.

- “My opinion as to whether or not ¥
will be able to lower any previous rec-
ords on the Fair Grounds race track?
Well, ‘now, that is a hard question ‘to

' ,ansv.er. in viéw of the fact that I have

never seen the track, and am unable, to:
'ell just how. fast it will be on the day
of the races. My cars have been ship-

a’?*
i the m st common

ok i rom the sklddlnz around the
curves  tres quickly ~wear ‘out. ~They
also become very hot from the friction
of the sliding., This causés expansion
as there is ;v presure of from seventy-
five Lo eightv pounds of air ingide the
tires. Yes, it is the tires I fear most—
the pinching of the tube, the tearing
out at th- plugs, and lastly, the ex-
plosion from the friction. All these
tnings have to be counted on and then
which tire wil] it 'be? Damage o the
insice front tire would crash you into
the inside fence or an outside tire dam-
aged would throw you through the
.oulside fence., Or will the rim cut into
to ground and turn you turtle and
over a few summersaulls as were Arn-
tes, Day, Thomas, and poor Croker
. thrown?

“And then again,
the fence there is but one way to iike
i1, and that is straight. If you take a
fence at an- angle thete is not much
chance of aodging tne rails and posts.
‘At St. Louis 1 took down seven posts
with me uand AImost one hundred feet
of fence. - Boards ‘were hurled into the
street car and injured: several with
the broken glass, after coming over
the high outswe bedrd fence. My gog-
gles were. broken and-l could not see
where 10 steer. At San, Bernardino,
“Califetnia, it was different. I- knew
that L hag. to take .the fence, so I saw
a space of a. few' feei that was clear
of ‘boards and 1. uem. through. " Had I
‘gone lhrough on an angle my car would
‘have turned over, .as the track was
banked and the outsige w heels would
hme hit ‘the first drop dirst. © At Detroit
1 went straignt -through and
steered between two trees:not over fif-
teen . feet: apart.-

hit- a poor fellow.
tne dangerous turn..

spot to widtch ‘the car swerve. as 1t
comes iito the su-etch Of all the pu
tures taken ‘under metion, seldoin
eneever taken_
and "I am always lookmg owt for the
kodak “fiends. - Of course I .do not
count the prcéss pnotographers in this.
: They usually take turn pictures but
they ~viitch- me

to thke the photo. No, we will not allow

are press pholographers and then they
will be warned that they are at their

own risk, and I will see that this is

A Pannn 3 Teee 4V .

if you cannot avoid ,

even

1.saw a few -people |
jump and then felt a jur as-my machine |
who was waltching.
People know that |
it is almost fatal to. stana on the turn |
anag still® they insist en going to that'

is
hat is :iot' on the turn .

make a turn ‘a few :
times befure daeciding fiom what spot:

any one on the turns here unless they
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the opportunity of visiting here.
“My opinion as to whether or not I
' will be able to lower any previous rec-
ords on the FFair Grounds race track?
Well, now, thal is n hard question to
answer, in viéw of the"fact that I have
never seen the track, and am unable to
tell just how fast it will be on the day
of the races. My cars have been ship-
ped by fast frefght from New Orléans.

I am informed that owing to some de-
lay in loading and shipping from New

Orleans, the machines Will not reach
. here until 8 a, m. Saturday. I had in-
tended exhibiting them in the parade
Friday had they arrived in time.”

The twenty-mule team, which Is jnow

las, will be one of the features of the
automobile parade tomorrow. f_l‘his

unique spectacle will be seen at the
head of the line of *‘chug- wagons. "
: - - >

In an interview Mr. Oldfield s.nu!

“] think that the greatest glory 1
ever felt was the day thaf I drove an
i ile-in_less than-a minute, as.

in doing that performance 1 sxmply
lived up to what I had predicted. ana
i which, when 1 predicted il, made me
the subject of much ridicule.
“Consequently it gould not. help but
afford me much pleasure .when I was
able to show Lhat even the other pre-
dictions that I made would comé¢ to

pass. Yes, 1 belleve in two miles a

i minute, and I hope to be the first mman

"to drive them. What was my greutest
_race? = Well, the hardest man I ever

[had to beat was an American, and I

iam glad to say that. The hardest race

I ever run was for the American cham-
1 pionship. Yes, I worked more earnest-
|1y and . trained longer for this event

"than I @id for the ivorld's champion-

. ship at the Empire track, New York,
,when I defeated Bernin. the champion
I4:1-1' France, Satori, “the champion of

Italy, and Thery, the winner of the
{last Gordon cup. I knew I could beat
j_them and I did, but in the American

icontest there was doubt in my mind

-until I crossed the tape for the last
| time.

0 ,‘ “Yes, I like record breaking and take |
= 2 ‘much pride in my list of records. The|
I» . ‘manrks {ried for by the foreigners have
i | C ibeen-with expensive c¢ars' of ‘much
-y o . greater horse power than minejtand the
R} P _(fact that the American car holds all
; : M) . t'he world’s recordas on tracks from one
i {ib one: hundreg miles is a great source
Y Lot pride to me:

B G . - i+ “Reoord breaking I’ cona'lder “more

}daixgerous than. competition ag it is|

i there that the cawis wide open.angd the !
[ turns are being made at the closest
I angles 1o save ﬂme.

A_ tire rolllng off -

one ever takenghat is ot on the turn
und I am always looking owt for the
lkodak fiends. Of course I db not
count the press pnotographers in this,
They usually tuke turn pictures but
they wiitch me make a turn

o ke Lhe photo. No, we will not allow
any one on the turns here unless they
nre press pholographers and then they
will be warned that they are at their
own risk, and I will see that this Is
enforced by the police, ‘I understand

that we will have the best of police |

protection here. At St. Louis the ver-
dict of the coroner's jury was geath
death caused to bystanders from the
improper wnollcing of (he track, and
since then the police have always been
willing to co-operate with us in keep-
Ving spe\.tltma in the piloper place,
which is either in the grand stand or

at some point belween Plano and Dal— i near it"

a few |
times befure deciding from what spol-
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