{ON'A CIRCULAR TRACK
- WITH BARNEY OLDFIELD

;' How would you ll}\e Lo r:de with Barney
“Oldfield on his Green Dragon around a
“!narrow mile circular track? 1. thought
‘i_iiu:_'ﬂ.a? Inst summer in New th]\ that.
-:1'1\'m|i8' fancy ll.hl..' sensation, and so fx-

wWe were gulng to-crash

BY BOZEM AN C. BULGER.

Ln me. As | passed over the 1wp
of the hood and looked ahead 1 saw 2
fence Gh‘f.‘/llv in front of us. [ was sure.
through it My
was speculating on
would eremate ar Lury e,

time - had come, 1
whether they

pressed my=élf o Barney. 1 had just-re-
{turned fronmy @ irip with the great driver
;in hls fouring. car:. and I guess we
cllppml oft some of the miles in . a minute
aiong 1lw {uno}' ‘Island speedv.a\'
] thera w»re none of those dangerous curves
to be taken at full speed and no fences
io trash, Lln'r_:u'igli. Suffering from an over-
dose of ’enthusiasm whichh bad been ad-
'-n;iaiiste;d by.the exhilarating ride, I sc-
"eured Bauw; s promise that he would
take me for a thrilling drive-in the (:reou
-Dragon on the Brighton Beach track the
following Saturday afternoon - hefore the
races lie was scheduled to drive in.. After

1 had told all my acquaintauces how I__

was to court death, and boasted for:
couplé of days about my bravery, I -ha.d
time- to figure out what a
gotten into. T then decided to take the
press ageént’s word for the sensations at-
« tending ‘such. a wild:ride, but when Bar-

a

ney called me up the morning of the races

. anrl reminded me ol ouy
that afternoen. I $aw
; back out gracefully.

Barney's reputation and record of sen-

“pleasure’’ trip

Isallcmal accidents «does not lend a pleasur-

_:able. .anticlpation to such.a ride.. Nom
‘When -one gees. him: ‘whirling arbund the
“track, lis machine swerving' widely “on
: the turns apnd passing the grandsuaud at
a '=pe|:d ihat raises one’s hair, does one
like to imagine Himself scated beside the
dare-devil. " But- I had thought of- these
“1hings too late, and my nerves were not
~the calmest nor my thoughts 1le
pleasant as 1. rodé down on un express
to Brighton Reaclh. - All .the way: out [
was ﬁg'uting the percentage of my chandes
for comiing -out with anything less than

of whole skin on my body. They
working over the Green Dragon when. I
arli\.ed at ‘the. track. Some one sald it
.waAs outiof fix. ‘I felt like cheering so
t gréat was my.relfef,  Bul my- good cheer
" was of ~short duration. Barney wiped
--some of the 6il:off his-hands and greected
me warmly. *“Fheée track is pretty rough
today, but the. amachine Is all right now.
L)} guarantee!you é‘uough thrills.".

B

but

“hole.I had

most,
ten broken ‘bones and with three inches.

were:

“That .
= waa eas:.r enoush to guarartee, hut what.

it *n;as too_late tu

~scvemed to be caving

-Had Barney gone crazyv?

But, - Instead, we swerved and staried
around the turn. 1 had heard of the
awful dangers of the wirns, but somehow
I was so relieved to know that we had
cleared that fence that I welcomed any-
thing that meant a moment's respite. As
wea straightened up in ‘the back stretch
Barney put his mouth up to my ear and
vclled something. T c¢onuld not t«ll what
he said, but 1 took advantage of the
uszual three guesses and guessed il rlght
the first Lime. It was "hold tight."" Then
Barney reached for a little lever that [
afterwards learned was the spark ail-
vanee, - 1 felt the machine jump ahead.
Now, there was no fence, no . landing;
nonung but a roaring sound in my ears
and a consciousness of eternity luoking

‘something like the blur hefore my eyes.
“That awful

rush and roar of the- wind.
T could not get my hreath and my chest
in. = 1 thought we
were going as fast .as human ingenuily
could eonirive to annihilate space.- But
when " we reached the home streich Old-
field  reiched for that litile lever and
pulled it out as far as it would go. The
machine séemed to huve been tram-
formed into someé wild beast of the jun-
gle in captivity, Tt was in a death strug-
gle 1o rid itself of its keeper.- I remem-
Lered that.no.wild beast had ever becn
more cruel or Dblood-thirsty towards iis
keeper than the old Green Dragon.
‘snorted, shrieked ‘and  groaned = and
ghouted, . as .the.-wheels whirred, the- en-
gine thumped and the exhaust became
‘louder than thdt of a-locomotjve.
my head under the edge of the hoed.
just allowing my eyes to be above
Aiy face was jammed against the

chineey of the engine,
sceond before we were at the next turm
T wondered why Barney waited $o0 long
before he put that lever bhack a. little.
He never touched il and kept -the spark
all the way up and the throttle wide open,
Then we struck
1 was nearly torn from my
T could feel my nails imbedded

ma-

the urn,
frail-seat.

.in the steel lining of the 'seat support L

was holding to. Surely Barney would 1ot
attempt another turn “ithout shutting off

a little. . But he mever did.” Around the
turn we traveled at that awful rate. The
T€ur wheels tried their hest to  slew

Larpund ahead. of the front ones.. Once 1

thoneht 1hew mantd @ M meo

It

1 pat
it

It seemed but -
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pleasant as 1 rode dcmrt m\ .m exnrosn
to. Brighton ‘Beach, - All the way:
was figuring the percentage of my chances
 for coming out with anything less than

of whole. skin on my hody.. They
working over the Green Dragon when I
-urned At the track. Some one sald it
Cwas’ ont! of “Nx¥.. " I. felt like cheering so
great was my. relief, Bul my good cheer
was of ! vshort: duration, Barney wiped
S-some of the oil: pﬂ his- hands and.greeted
me ‘warmliy., ‘“Fheé track is pretty rough
“foday, but the machine s all 1ight now.
s vuarantee Lyou enough thrills.” That
;was easy. ‘enough to'guarantee, but what
S I.was- ]ool-dng- for was one who would
. guarantee: mo_ a ‘sound neck’ and hones at
the end of thc ride.

‘“You 1\1ll,dlme to lmng on: here,” said
Barney; y'\i »sec there's only’ one seat
‘and’ 1T am-using that this aft.e'moon
Cturned andw!oohbd at ‘what- Barney Te-
Terred. to as "here"' It was a battery box

. Ia.l:u:n.),t aha mcheq square, with a place for

- ing rod.

my “legs.. t0. Wrap. ground: the. rear axle.
‘The car-looked . like some . green demon.
- Low ;with a sharp pointed hood covering
the engine. it—loohed for all-the world like
~some. eontrh"a‘nce of uld Nick himaelt.
\ea:t* mv coat ‘tails was- a- great set of
gcars. - The flv: .svheel ‘was ‘a° foot from
me. My feet were. ught ‘over a big driv-
There was room enough to about
get one hand on the seat, and that was
-all.” The _steering’ wheel ‘that. was to put

'_ 'me  into the ‘fence ‘or keéep me out of it

- _rived'on:. sc‘hedule time

was right:in° Iron‘t ‘of my. face. Every-
thmg seemed near, even- heaven. - Barney
pulled 2 lever.here and one: there

exhaust, It sounded- like ‘a c¢annonade.
I \aguely remembered something about
‘80 man; ca,hnou being: ﬁred upomn a. ‘sailor’ s
death But il: was only vaguely, tor we

“were off. We passed-down’ the stretch’

rapid!v -1ucreasingt inn -speed. We -struck
;the turn and rounded. lt nicelv I thought |
it 10t so bad.and’ wa’s- beﬁnniag o like
“ir' when we struck the .back. stretch. - T
Lhought we were flving. yet 1. Lnew we
‘were mnot going nearly ag.fast as'I had
seen Barnev go. We circled around once
‘more and 1 knew the “thrllls" had ar-
'I,‘he next time
-around’l saw ‘Barhey reach over and pull,
" @ steel rod, and as we tore past the grand- |
“stand T dimly rémembeéred having seen a:
black spot. -1 ‘knew -if. was then crowd
1herer “The ground seemed like an. end-
less- ribban not a fpot-‘below ‘me, " Then 1!
“looked- to the si - and” saw fence Doate
ibut looked i 5 one - ﬁmd ‘boatd

out I°

ten broken hones and with three inches,
were.

k&2

. Fhe {
i = engines sta.rted with their loud 'Eoreboding'

chinery "of the eugine, It séemed but u
sceond before we were at the next turn.
‘I wondered why Barney waited so long
before he put that lever bhack a little.
He never touched it and kept the spark
all the way up and the throttle wide open,
Flad Barney gone crazy? Then we struck
the turn. 1 was nearly torn from my
frailseat. 1 could feel my nails imbedded
in the steel lining of the seat support L
was holding to. Surely Barney would not
altempt another turn without shutting off
a little. -But he never did. Around the
turn we traveled at that awful rate. The
re.r wheels tried their bhest to slew
around ahead.of the front ones.. Once I
thought they would. But Barney Kkept
the green devil straight and we tore into
the next s_trel.ch. plowing out into the
middle. T looked ahead and saw _the
grandstand and the ‘black spot—the crowd.
—then 'I batted my eyes for a. second:
When T opened them we had passed it
by and were skidding into, the next turn.
Barney looked over at me with a cynical
smile. | The expression on my face evi-
dently did its work, for on the next turn
he shut off the power and we coasted the
next mile, pulling up at the grandstand..
It was ‘with. a. feeling of utmost relief
that I stamped the ground. *“How fast
were we going thiat last mile?" [ queried,
There was that same-cynical smile again.
‘““If there had beén official timers in the
‘stand,’”” Barney answeéred. "I would have
had a new world's record to my credit,
and ‘the .rules don't:call for carr\ing an
ea.tra passenger, eitlxer. |

‘Oldfield’s Cigar Science,
A great many pcople have . wondered
“hy Barney Oldfield always has a cigar
in his. mouth and the newspapers have

e i

made such far:etious references to it as
'the ‘event of the day was delayed sev-

. eral minutes because .0lafield had mis- ;
placed “his cigar stump.” “Dldfield’s cigar .
was an easy mnner" and remarks of a
similar nature: Bafnfw explalned the mat-
ter to a crowd of friends.at: the Hillman |
flast mght. {
*“1 use tha.t pcigar- for a- purpose,” hg!
‘said, “and “a mighty ~goed. one, too.: 75
keep the cigar in my moulh to protect /
-my teeth in case of an accident ‘and._ it
has served me many a good turn. of all
1ti'w aceldents - that 1.have had 1 have
never lost a looth and it -has been due to
the fact that I always had a- clgar be-
| tween my- teeth wh}ch pre\ented them
from com!ng togethér with _ sufficient
, force toinjure them. : :
-»Jyust look at ‘this ugly- SCAT  AMOSS m\‘{

]

| face that I received in an accident at St. |
| Louis; ifit had not been for the cigar in |

my mouth when lha,t happeneﬂ L wodd |,

not ha\'e ‘had a fmnt tooth Jeft.”” '
"Laugh as. mucb as- 3ou like, concluded

.'the celehr&ted car vacer, _"but no, cigm 1,

'!'no raee for- liltle Bame}"" R D ey il

w
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The illuminated parade ol
hilists last night was not

vaffuir as had been aniicipa:

weather und
L‘\.ONL\ {3

the cold
only about

10

=k,

*at Capitol park Ior the st

were all decoratrd with

terng. Barney Oldficld ane
had their racing cars the "L
and “"White Streak™” in line.

ster machines were towed |
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The Committee on Arrangements announce the app.amnce of
¥ Barney Oldfield,
World's- Champion Automobilist, -

Driving his famous Feerless Green Dragon, against iy
FPaul Albert, of Germany,- : )
Driving the White Streak, in a three heat match race, as the
feature event of Atlanta's first Automobile race meeting,

the
poOwer.
the

un

sts when
AW

In His Famous Racing Car, “Green Dragon.”

EARNEY OLDFIELD,

Piedmont Fark, . o
Thursday afternoon, March 15th, 3 p. m.

In addition there will be six events for local cars, and a three

mile record drive by
Barney Oldfield, on his Green Dragon.
Hluminated (parade on the evening of
Wednesday, March ]4th.
Reserved seats and boxes may be secured at the

Atlanta Automobile  Company.

The following gentlemen will serve as officials:

Lreatening
I he

]\'ent‘v- ity Tined
reen Dragon’™
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i
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Rerenep—Mr. Edward I, Toman

Junces—Mr, I1, C. Stockdell, Mr, W. IT, iger, Mr. Asa GG, Candler, Jr.

Trsmens—Mr, J, W, Alexander, My, Winghip Nuonally, Mr, J. I, Dickerson,
Mr. J. B. Connally.

Usrines—MNr, J. Il. Nunnally, Mr. F. L. Secley, Mr, Alfred Austell, Mr. Albert

: Howell, Mr. Gordon Kiser. .

SrarTER—Mr. Napoleon Lajoie. Cleveland, Ohlo,

CLERKS 0F Counske—Mr. Gus Castle, Mr, Prank Steinhaner, Mr. Johnoy Toole.

RecErTioNn CosnsrreEe—Mr. Edward L Inman, Chalrman; Mr, J. F, Dickerson,
Mr. J. W:Alexander, Mr. J. B, Connally.

Racine CoMyirree—Mr, H. €. Stockdell, Chalvman, Mr., Asa G. Candler, Jr.,
Mr. J. H. Nunnally, Mr. Alfred Austell, Mr. W. H. Kiser.
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