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The ‘modern krofeaslon of pllotlng au- |

,tomobile cars in *races ~to wich—many
spire, but few readh is an, interesting

ut thelr fnotéor -teeth, but to the general _

publlc as wéllt :

< The: Tapl’ng ariver with his goggleq and

gua.ntlets, and face $meared with grease |.
-'and dust, is a pigturesque fellow.. He is a |

hero in- the\ eyesTor~man and child—.xlao

_tention’ to a- mortonqt on the street, _ex- |

cept to’ lea.p from his path at the -sound-of
the *“‘honk,”’ but tha ‘driver. behind ‘the
Iow . lithe form of ‘a’ ‘racer, - attracts the |
| _notlne_ and sympathy as well as a,dmira* '
..l tion of every one._ The prospect of sens
T ,tion. and even-death, arouses the Interé:

close view, "‘not that 'there. is anything

80 very new about {t - but because the.

driver and machine will soon leap into s

' contest where daring Bkilll and cast- fron
nerve_are going to count ; .

z Ty

_ Pllots Form 'Two Classes. .
Raning pilots may. genera!ly be classed

: k racers. The man’s personal abilities

8 det mine his classification, and ‘ some-
times one driver {8 good for both;’ but this
is rare’” Prack work is considered. harder
and more hazardous. |-

Ralph. De Palma, who 18" recognized by
many experts as the|.coming driver, was
talking with gome friends a few days ago
regar qg the difference in the two styles
of driving from a driver’s standpoint. De
Palma, who has been driving racing auto-

“one, not. only, tU/fhose who have. alzeady |. «

woman. Ordlnartly peop]e pay Uttle  at- ey L

hrongs press. ‘around- the car. to get. &ﬂ"

hone—of—twcr*maln divisions-—-road ‘and |

“the most meteoric careers In the hlstory
. of the sport. After making his debut.at
Bﬂarcll where he made a good showlng,
he moon: followed by breaking the world's
ecircular. mile record at St. Paul, Minn,,
when -he made a lap with the Fiat (‘yolone
fn :51 flat. Then came- the grand prize-at
Savannah, in which ~ this driver -dis-
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- . cireular mile record at St Pa,ul Minn,,
s when-he made a lap with the Fiat Cyclone
—in 31 flat. Then came the grand prize-at
. .- Savannah, in which this driver -dis- |
“tinguished himself by scoring-the two
fastest laps of the contest. Some of . De
. "Palma's -more recent  victories were with
..~ the Cyclone at the New Orleans Mardi
Gras meet, whére he entered seven events
. and won every one of them, -incidentally
. shattering the former ‘world’s ten-mfle
,record when he whirled ten laps in
~.9:11 2-5. At Daytona he won- ‘the  Min-
~ neapolis trophy for the  Fiat- Company
. and also- made a new -world’s “120-mile
record of 92:44 3-5, all of which is some
- performance. ° On  Decoration day. at
. the Wilkesbarre hill climb his: drivlng was
_rmost sensational. :
© - . ‘Track racing differs
road ‘contests so far as the driver {s con-
. _c¢etned, in the matter of taking the
turns,’’ sald De Palma. He did not §now
that his opinionis were to appear in print,
for he is one of the few drivers who are
rea.lly modest,. and has neither a swollen
~ . head nor the popular .itch for publicity,
~*“On an oval mile or mile and a half
- sauder it is necessary when .trying for
- —records to take ‘turns at a speed of at
least seventy miles an hour, and inasmuch
- a8 there are so many turns on a track and
.. the course being more or less a constant
curve With but slight stmlghtaway oppor-

_more carefl witff h{s nhel o ‘ tk“
: than on the road.” ,

. Roads Present Angles, .

: “Roads courses have their turns, as a
" rule, in sharp. angles. and the method of
' taking~them is  entirely different from
_turning on a traék In a road contest, as
_one approaches a curve, it is necessary
- to slow ‘down and usually throw out the
. clutch :fn roundifigi if. but this would not
" do on a saucer. In road buzzing a driver
- expeécts ‘to lose time on . the turns and
es--his speed in straight-away
".mtretches, biit on a éircular course, it is
necessary to keep going at high speed
at all times. With the latter style, there
' -4s not the manipulation of change-npeed
'levers necessitated that there is"in a con-
téest on a long course,” where hills and
grades are encountered. In- the latter
case brakes are continially used to Dbig
advantage, while track whirling does not
oall for it to a very large extent. ;
S “The Fiat ‘Cyclone frequently shows
“mbout the same tendency to run away on
a track that a high-apirited horse does,

the brakes lightly at a turn. Handling a
‘' car of the Grand Prize type on the road
means that the application and release of
. brakes at just the right instant will have

~much to do with the winning of the ¢con-
test. One of the reasons for Wagner's
decisive victory at Savannal was his skill
in manipulating 'and knowing just when
- and where to apply his brakes at tuma :

Tires Need Attentlion.

-

rirclpally from|

One of the most . impprtant factorﬁ Inala
successtul automobile race is. the starter.
Fred J. Wagrner of qu York city is an

expert, and for this reason the -Motor
Speedway managers have procurey hig
services for the events this week, Wn<-
ner has flagged all' the big .motor con-
tests in this and other countries and has
the .art of ha.ndling the drlvers down to
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is one of the hardest things for an ama-
teur or a novice on a track to learn. Re-
ain _also mn.kesslewlng bad, * for

PIL

track mu )¢

When a.skad which style of racing he
referred, De Palma repliéd:. “'I llke track
riving the best. Probably the majorlty
of drivers would rather do road—weork,
cause 1t i8 less dangerous, but with a good
car I am more at home on a circular
course. This style Is much dustier than
driving over an olled macadam highway,
‘but then, dust makes one fat.” :

In contrasting the work of foreign and
American drivers, De Palma, who Is a
Brooklyn (N. Y.) boy of Italfan descent,
held that as a class the Buropean car pl-
lots are better drivers than Americans in
road races, but that in track| work  the
Americans excel. 'l‘hla i{s due to the. fact
that in Burope there jare more big road
contests_and less track races than ‘on this
-side of -the wate;;.

and it 1s sometimes necessary to apply
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Motor Calendar =~
Tells of A ctzv:ty

AUGUST.

Aug 19 to 21-—First rﬁeat for” automobllbu.
Indianapolis track.

Aug. 22 to 29-Adx‘opllme races 'at thlu}r

des Arddnnes; Lied.

Aero Club of France. |
Aug. 24 to 27'—-0"‘%\!“}

A, C. of Belgium

Avg. 26.to 2 —Minneapolis ‘little Gllddena

erkerke and Voiturette races, auspices of |
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advantage, while track whirling does not
oall for it to a very large extent. \

. '“The Wat ‘Cyclone’ frequently shows
“about the same tendency to run away on
a track that a high-spirited horse does.
and it i{s sometimes necessary to apply
the brakes lightly at a turn. Handling a
car of the Grand Prize type on the road
means that the application and release of
brakes at just the right instant will have
much to do with the wlnnlnf of the con-
test. One of the rgasons for Wagner's
decisive victory at S4vannah was his skill
in manipulating ‘and knowing just when

~ Gnd where to apply his brakes at turms, -

Tires Need Attention.

A Qriver In track contests at distances
———of texr miteg or more has to take the {tem
of tires into consideratipn. - With constant
turning, centrifugal . fotce puts a great
strain on tubes. Tires in a road race will
. wear right down through friction, but
-not be subjeoted to the-continu-
ous strain that tends to wrench them
from their rims, which i{s the case when
driving fast upon an oval. The avold-
ance of skidding is another element that
enters iInto the game., There is & con-
stanht tendency to skld on a track, espe-
cially one that {8 not well banked, or one
that js improperly olled,

“An element that enters fnto track work
which"ls not_so noticeable in a round race
is- the formation of ruts. The latter are
formed to a certain degree in macadam or

_sandy highways, bhut thesp are always
. suffic] Yide to enable the man at the
wheel to avold them. But in a track con-
test of 100 miles, a twenty-four-hour race

.
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urface becomes—greatly plowed up-and
furrowed with ruts. Then a driver has to
~do just the opposite from what he is at
“Miberty to do on’ the road. He must fol-
_low these ruts, ‘fit ‘into them,” and use
~~4ghem more or less as trolley.car-tracks.. -

3 Drivers Fear Raine.

_"1¢ he goes outside the 'pole,’ 1. e., the
inside coutrse, close to the raily he will, of
_.oourge, be obliged to cover a greater dis=
—tance and make a poorer time showing,
to say nothing of the dust thrown up by
. other competitors who.stick to the pole’
' and pass him. In' fact, one of the fine
-~ points I8 to ‘get the jump’ on the other
“‘fellows 'and hold that pole—if you gan—
. @0 that the others have to eat your-dust,

—

or a three or four days' meet, the track |

Motor Calendar |
Tells of Activity

AUGUBT. |

Aug. 19 to 31—Mrst meet for nutomobdlles,
Indianapolis track. i
Aug. 23 to 29—Aeroplane races at Rheims;
Aero Clud of France,
Aug. 34 to 37—Clireuit
erkerke and V‘ol(ureth
A. C. of Belglum. ; ,
Aug. 38 to 38—Minneapolls “liftie Gliddens
tour': Minnesota HRAtate Automobile Aspo-
clation.

des Arddnnes; Lipd-
6 races, auspices of

Frankfort-nm-Main. |

Aug. 39—Gorden-Bennett Aviatie

Aug. 29 to Rept. 3—8mall car
Automobile Club of Germany. |

SEPTENBBR. |

l
n Cup.
ompetition;
fept. ¢ and G
g)tnten: Vanclusion Automobilg Club, )
Sept. 8. to 11—S8ix ‘days’ rootor carnival and
road racc; Automobdile Club, well, Mass.
Sept. 11 to 19—Florlo Cup races Automobile
Club of BRoulogne, Italy. | '
Sept. 16--8tart of endurance
oenver to Mexico City,
Sept. 19-—Semmering Hill climd.
Bept. 21 to 283—S8econd annual
. convention of the -Amerioan | Automobile
Arsocjation, Cleveland, - k
Sept. 223 to 29—Munspy rellability contes
Washington to Boston and return.
; OCTOBER.
Oct. 2 to 7—Aeronsutical salon
Palats, Paris, France,
Oct. 7-—Seccond annual stock éhu-u rgﬁe;
Falrmount Park, ' Philadelphia, Quaker
s City- Motor—Clubr— - |~ b o
~ OTHER DATES.
Nov. 27 to Dec:. 4—Automobile Bhow, At-

lanta, Ga. I T
Dec. 29 and 30—Fourth annugl ‘midwinter
ndu ’ - Clty - Motor.

‘endurance  contest; ; Quaker .
7—Decennial International

Club.
Dec. 31 to Jan, ‘

Automobile /| Show: Grand Central Palace,
Neéw York city;’ American Motor Manufac:

ontest from
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‘n the Qrand

[

<«

Aug. 2i-——Bpeed-irialst—Automotite—Chub prl

=Mt Ventoux hitt cHmbing |-

turers’ . Assoclation. . Alfred Reeveés, gen-
~eral mana geri‘“-.?ﬁ--\ﬁe‘lt—F‘ort-vapnnd—al-r Bt =22
New York. -

Jan. 8 to 16—Tenth Annual National Auto-
mobile Show in Madison 8quare Garden,
New York: Assoclation of Licensed Auto-
mobilé Manufacturers; M. 8. Downs, Bec:
retary, 7 Hast Forty-second | street, New
York. i , ! q

Feb. 6 to 12—Chicago Show; National Amso;
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89:11 2-6. At Daytona he won the -Min-
~ neapolis trophy for the Fiat Company
. and also made a new -world’s 120-mile
- record of 92:44 3-5, all of which is some
performance. - ,
the Wilkesbarre hill climb his driving was
most sensational. = T
- "Track racing differs principally from
road contests so far as the driver {s con-
-. _c¢etned, in the matter of taking the

turns,’”’ said De Palma. He did not §now
that his opinions were to appear in print,
for he is one of the few drivers who are
really modest, and has neither a swollen
head nor the popular itch for publicity,

‘“Onp an oval mile oar mile and a half

sauder it is necessary when  trying for

—~records to take turns at a speed of at

Jeast seventy miles an hour, and inasmuch

as there are so many turns on a track and
- the course being maoare or less a. constant

curve with but slight straightaway oppor-

LUITITI® earre—thart—a—driver—ymust-—>ba.l
~_more careful with his wheel on a track

than on the road.

|

. Roads Present Angles.

- - “Roads courses have their turns, as a
rule, in sharp. angles and the method of
‘taking«them 18  entirely different from
turning on a tratk. ‘In a road contest, as
~one approaches a ocurve, it is necessary
to slow down and upually throw out the
clutch fn roundiiigiif, but this would not

. do on a saucer. In road buzzing a driver
- expg¢cts to lose time on the turns and

i Kes: his speed In  straight-away
stretclies, biit on a: circular course, it is

necessary to keeg going at high speed

~at all tlmes.  With the latter style, there

—i8 -not - the manipulation of change-speed.

ilevers necessitated that there is”in a con-
1tést on a long couyse,” where hills and

- .grades are encountered. In- the latter

. case brakes are contintally used to - big

- advantage, while track whirling does not
oall for it to a. very large extent. -

- *‘The Fiat ‘Cycldne’ frequently shows
“mbout the same tendency to run away on

a track that a high-spirited horse does,

.

the brakes lightly at a turn. Handling a
- car-of the Grand Prize type on the road
- means that the application and release of
brakes at just the right instant will have
- ghuch to do with the winning of the con-
test. One of the reasons for Wagner's
. decisive victory at Savannali was his skill
~ in manipulating 'and knowing just when
. and.where to apply his brakes at turns, *

Tires Need Attentlon.

“A driver in track
) i3 [ B S ore

of tires into consideration. With constant
turning, centrifugal force puts a great
- strain on tubes.
¢ . wear right down through friction, but
~they will not be-subjected to the continu-
~ous strain that tends to wrench them
from their rims, which is the case when
driving fast upon an oval.  The avold-

'
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On  Decoration day. at|

- ‘One of the most important factors in

and it is sometimes necessary to apply |

contests at distances
has to take the item

Tires in a road race will |

L
successful automobile race is. the starter.
Fred J. Wagrier of New York'-__city is an
expert, and for .this .reason the Motor
Speedway managers
services for the events this week.  Wag-
ner has flagged - all' the big -motor con-
tests in this and other countries and hps
the art of handling the drivers down to

‘have procured. b |

is one of the hardest 'things for an ama-

e e e e S -t

teur or a novice on a track to/learn. Re-

cent’ rain also makes slewing “bad, ' for

track mud is always slippery.’| :
When asked which style of racing he

referred, De Palma replied: ‘I llke track
riving the best. Probably the majority
rather do road-work, be-
with a:good

8

of drivers would : _
cause it 18 less dgngerpus, but }
car I am more at home on|a circular

. ance of skidding 18 another element. that
antarea Intn tha oame Thoera la 4 ocone

d

- Club of Boulogne, Italy.

|

course. This stylq is| much dustier than MEN
driving over an oiled{ macadam highway, ]
‘but then, dust makes one fat.”

In contrasting the work of forelign and
American drivers, De Palma, who |8 a
Brooklyn (N. Y.) boy of Itallan descent,
held that as a class the European car pl-
lots are better drivers than Americtins in
road races, but that! in track work the| Fe
Americans excel. This is due/to the.fact | mak
that in Europe there are more big road riok
contests_and less track races than ‘on thiy | MOP
side of the water. wee
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| | AUGUST. . :g’;
Aug. 19 to 21—First meet for automobiles, | jeug

Indianapolis track. | - - ras \
Aug. 22 tp 29—Aeropiane races at Rheims; the

‘Aero Club of France. ' { A
Aug. 24 to 27—OCIrduit des Ardennes;. Lied-|'D. a

erkerke and Volturette races, auspices of | W

A. C. of Belglum. | - ' g0}
Aug. 26.to 28—Minneapolls “little Gliddens mos
“tour’; Minnésota - State Automobile Asso- | gatl
- clation, . AET o pilo
_Aug.—27-—8peed-trialsi-—Automobite—Chub ™ol "an¢

Frankfort-am-Main. I : fror
Aug. 39—Gorden-Bennett Aviation Cup. | Yy
Aug. 29 to Sept. 3—Small car competition; | .,

Automobile. Club 6f Germany. | 51 in 1;
) SEPTEMBBR. 87}}(
‘Bept. 4 and H-—~Mt: ‘-F’enth ~hil-climbihg |-ters

. contest; Vanclusion- Automobile Club, ‘erts
Sept. 8 to 11—8ix ‘days’ motor carnival and |‘hee:

road race; Automobile Club, Lowell, Maus, ers

Sept. 11 to 19-—Florlo Cup raced; Automoblle | ¢yq
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