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been ‘named ‘as ‘referee in a suit enﬁtled -

Ellen = French = Vanderbilt vs. - Alfred

éerbllt Mr. McClure said
-that "he knew - nothing of  the . facts and
had seen rione of 'the paners. The ap-

,pointment .in facdt, was quite a- surprise

to him{ M¢: McClurs said.

. ‘The’ Maurgtania’ sailed at 3 o’clock and-
a few minutes before the hawsers were

thrown off'Mr.”Vanderbjlt was seen by a
number of shipnews reporters, to all of
whom the expressed a decided disinclina-

- tion to discuss his domestic affairs. )

was adked pointblank whether or not a di-
vorce suit in which he was concerned as a
principal was pending in  the Supreme
Court of this county.or elsewhere, but re-:
fused to answer and tetired with his sis-
ter, the duchess, to what is known on the
Mdulemnia as the “impverial suite.”

Justlce O’Gorman Reticent.

Jusfice oG zorman who had qigned the
order, declined to discuss the case in any
way. He would not say whether the
suit ,was a matrimonial one or whether
iuwas for a separdation or for an absolute
divorce. Aity information on those mat-
ters, Justice O’'Gorman said, must come
from the pxinmpals or the attorneys con-
cerned.:

No doubt is entertaﬁmd however
among those who have had occasion® to
follow the matrimonial adventures of Mr.
and Mrs. Vanderbilt during the last: few
weeks but that the suit is for an abso-
lute divorce, and based on the only
ground which the laws- of this state
recoghize.

It is understood that the complaint was
served on Mr. Vanderbilt Monday, and
that he entered a general denial, as his
answer withid a few hours of the service
of the complaint. —

Without such an-.answer, indicating at
least a. presumption that he intends to
defend 'the ‘suit, an order of reference,

" making a- secret trial of the issues pos-

sible, could not be had. A law ‘passed
somae . years ago makes it impossible to
have..secret. trials of undefended divorce
suits. as had been the practice for vears.

But there need he no active defense,
and Mr. Vanderbilt’s rapid departure for
Europe indicates that there will be none.
The hearings in the suit before Mr. Mc-
Clure will undoubtedly be held in secret,

R either in his office or elsewhere, and -all

that needs be done for appearnce's sake is

to have present some lawyer representing
Mr. Vandérbllt at the hearings. There is
no obligation on the defendant to cross-
examine any of the witngsses produced
by Mrs. Vanderbilt, or to produce any wit-
ness In his own defense.

Mrs. Vanderbilt spent tonight with her |

friend, Mrs. Frederick Martin Davies, at
90 Rast Eighty-second street. . She
wouldn’'t see any one and no statement
.from her could be obtained.
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making a secret trial of the issues pos-
sible,. could not be had. A law passed
some years ago makes it impossible to
have.-secret. trials -of undefended divorce
suits, as had been the practice for -years.
But there need bhe no active defense,
and Mr. Vanderbilt’s rapid departure for
Europe indicates that there will be none.
The hearings in the suit before Mr. Mc-
Clure will undoubtedly be held in secret,
. eithey in his office or elsewhere, and all
“that needs be done for appearnce's sake is
to have present some lawyer representing
Mr. Vandeérbllt at the hearings. There is
no obligation on the defendant to cross-
‘examine any of the witnesses produced
by Mrs. Vanderbilt, or to produce any wit=
ness in his own defense.

Mrs. Vanderbilt spent tonight with her |

friend, Mrs. Frederick Martin Davies, at
20 Rast Eilghty-second street. . She
wouldr’'t see any one ‘and -no statement
.from her could be obtained.

Daughter of a Banker.

1
“Mrs.  Vanderbilt was Ellen French,”

daughter of the late Francis Ormond

French, president of the Manhattan Trust

Compa.ny and director of many rallroads.

Her mother "has beén; abroad several.

%ears but is returning for the wedding of

er granddaughter, Miss Pauline Leroy
French, .and Samuel \Vagstaff to take
place at Newport May 5.

Ellen, or, as she was more qenerally
known Ilsies French, was married to Al-
fred Vanderhilt Jah. 11, 1901, A yvear
later their only child, \Vll]iam Henry, was
born.

Mr. Vanderbilt, as the second son of the
Jdate Cornelius Vanderbilt, ‘inherited $60,-
000,000. He has been regarded as the head
of .the fMmily since the estrangement
which followed the marriage of F‘ornelius’
the eldest son, to Miss.\Grace Wilson.

During the last year or so Mr. Yander-
bilt. spent much of his time abroad. Re-
cently he retiined from f.ondon, where hée.
plans to drive the ecoach Venture as a
_public coach this spring bhetween London

~and Brighton. Later he ig.to he one of
the judges at the international horse show

at London, where his horses wom many——

trophies last year. o

BECOMES GUEST OF BROTHER. -
"NEWPORT, R. 1., April 1.-—Mrs. Alfred
Gyynne Vanderbilt left her residence,
Odkland Farm. in Portsmouth, a suburb
of this city, Tuesday of last week and her
personal belongings were removed the
sa@e‘d:xy. Mrs. Vanderbilt went to Tax-

edo Park, N Y., wherg she hecume thed

- guest of her brother, Ames Tuck French.
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