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Wabash Clay Co.

Veedersburg, Indiana

1901

Owner

Reuben D. Culver
May 21,1901 T e T
R.D. Culver receives

block patent. These
paving blocks were B
being used on most Ty Vo
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days. S e
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Indianapolis Motor

Speedway Corporation

Proposed in 1908

By Carl Fisher to
James Allison, Arthur Newbhy,
and Frank Wheeler

(Henry Ford pictured far left)
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First Race Day

August 19, 1909

34567890l uumslen|s‘iszoz.!z::a;a:-~--; R
|

This 3 day race event proved to be a
failure when the surface of the track
broke up and one driver, two mechanics
and two spectators were killed. The
founders, in order to prevent future
disaster and under the recommendation
of the National Brick Paving
Manufacturers Association, decided to
pave the track with bricks, contracting
with the Wabash Clay Company in
Veedersburg, IN.
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http://www.mentalfloss.com/blogs/archives/56927/550earlyspeedway
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Indianapolis Motor

Speedway Corp.

contracts with

Wabash Clay Co.
September 14, 1909

for
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In 1909, 1,727 people lived in the

brickyard town of Veedersburg, Indi-
ana. Two shale pits, one north and
one south of town, supplied enough
clay to operate two large brick yards
owned by Culver. The south brick-
yard’s prime item made was the
“paver”. An Oct. 1924 map photo-
graph identifies 29 drying kilns. The
west brickyard produced a number of
clay products including ornamental
bricks dried in 10 kilns.

In addition to the 500 Mile Track
Veedersburg bricks built many places
including the Chicago “Loop” and

many other streets throughout the
United States.
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South Brickyard
Located on South Mill St.
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Sanborne Map Co. - showing 29 drying kilns

B R R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREER R



EEE R R EREREERREREERER
West Brickyard

Located on West Second St.

Sanborne Map Co. - showing 10 drying kilns
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Pictured in West Brickyard

Could your ancestors be here?

Jesse Meadows, Pearly McMasters, Archie Pugh, Glen
Lightle, Jim King, Clarence Keys, Orville Keller, Frank
Shirley, Joe Farley, Dan Marsh, Bunk Harmon, Sam
Craig, Minor Webb, John Kiger, Homer Johnson, Guy
Keller, Bill Keeling, Clifford Craig, Walter McBride,
Charles Cook, John Peeveler, Walter Johnson, Floyd
Keller, Shorty Pinkerton, Fred Limmerman, Russell
Givens, Ross Harper, Roy Smith, Clifford Florey, Clayton
Smith, Dave Harper, Roy King, Charley Long, Charles
Smith, Bill Craig, Hiram Bailey, Earl Kerr, Ed Dobbs, Roy
Bowman, Dan Keller, Loyd Shirley, Granville Lightle, Ed
Cambrin, Ode McBride, Dorrie Simmons, Jim Redman, Ed
Whitacre, Charles McCormick, John Adkins, Dewey
Merril, Ira Keller, Wall Schaefar, Perley Brewer, Roy Wall,
Lex Johnson, Cecil Cox, Bruce Bowman, Walter Haas,

George Henderson and Bill Drollinger.
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100 men
working
12 hour
shifts
could
produce
Workers averaged 60!000
sunersreoves  bricks
A$v3$1r|(<) j a(s/axés a day
12 hours.
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3,200,000 pavers
were shipped on

500 train carloads by

way of the
Peoria & Eastern
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Bricks Arrived &
Construction Began

Phenomenal speed was displayed in
carrying out the job, the record for a
nine hour shift being 140,000 bricks!
One enthusiastic worker was found
to be averaging over 11 tons during
his nine hour shift. Efforts such as

this resulted in the entire job being

completed in only 63 days.
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Culver Blocks
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Measured

9” long 4” wide 4” deep
Weighed
9 > pounds

The Wabash Valley Clay Company
provided 90% of the block. Five other
area companies were sub-contracted to
provide the remaining 10%. There are 15

different faces of block in the track.

B R R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREER R



EEEEEEEREEEEEEERERE
%ﬁ Brickyard 5

to

Brickyard

63 Days!




%ﬁ Fun Fact %

3,200,000
BLOCK LAID
END TO END

WOULD

REACH

455 MILES!!
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i FUN Fact
Both Brickyards

blew their
whistles at

5:00 a.m. to

Awaken the
citizens.
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%ﬁ Fun Facts %
1909 prices:

Stamp 2 cents
Hershey bar 2 cents
Coca-cola 5 cents
Gal. of gas 6 cents

Corn flakes 10 cents
New car $1,280

New House $2.650
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{Fun Fact | §

$1.00

In 1909
had the same
purchasing
power as

$24 .41
in 2008

B R R EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREER R



gﬁyﬁﬁﬁ;act %

Pavers sold @

$13.00 per 100
X
3,200,000

$416,000

Over $10 million today
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%ﬁ Fun Fact %
3,200,000 blocks

could construct a
building the size

of a city block...
64 stories high!!!

Per Chris Webb
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