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tlantic City

Thc Vandcrbtlt and ihc Chrtstic Spced
Achlevernents

' When W. K. Vanderbilt, Jr., drove his
big Mercecles car a mile in :39 at Or-
mond, in January of t9o4, the entire
world stood aghast and a cry of {ake
came from Europe. Nor would that cry

STAR'fING POINT AT ATI]ANTIC CITY RACE
Apr i l  25 ,  26  s \d .27

dos,rr, for snch remarkable speed seemed
impossible. When in r9o5 H. L. Borv-
den, in a freak eight-cylinder racer, did
:J:24/5, there was no cry of fake, but
people u.ondered at such speed never-
theless. This 5'ear Demogeot in the big
zoo H. P. Darracq drove two rniles in
:Sg 4/5, and the world again stood

aghast. Not one of these performances
ever compared for one minute with the
drive of one mile in :35 t/S by Walter
Christie at Atlantic City Beach, April
27, for N{r. Christie did not have like
conditions to those enjove<fbv tr{essrs.
Vanderbilt, Borvden and Demogeot. In
the first place the Attantic Beach course
of about three miles is little better than
a road, in fact not as good. The Ormond
Beach course is known as ideal, and
Atlantic City's course is far from that,
for the clriver who operates an automo-
bile at ro3 miles an hour there, as Chris-

,l

Beach Races

tie did, must wind in and out, avoiding
soft spots here and wet spots there, as
Christie did. When wise men speculated
llpon a possible record at this year's
Atlantic City meet, tlrey did not specu.
late ulion ASr/5. Rather they specu-
lated upon broken necks and so on.
Theret was no trouble at all, qnd the
fastest mile ever made by a fogr-cylin-
der car went to the man who everyone
rvanted to succeed, Walter Christie. Fqr
vears this amiable gentleman his been
spending his money like a drunken sail-
or; they say l.re has spent $r5o,ooo to

. con€rrct a rvorld beater. Starting out
as ah enthusiast onlr', he finally decided
that he rvould construct touring ca-rs.
This dccision nrade, he decided to vvait
r rnt i l  t l re  rac ing car  was a snccess,  and
he n'aiterl arrd s'aitecl, for failure came
to hirn as it has colne to l-nanv a pioneer
in a r.rcu' f icld. trIr. Christie was not

MRS. ERNEST ROGERS
cmnddaughter of H. I{. Rogers, a winner

rvorried, in fact he maintainbd his equi-
librium and persevered. The diily pa-
pers of New York and the trade papers
throughout the country .supported him
loyallv for a time, and gave,him.enqour-
agbment. After.a number :of .failufge

\
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to the letter. The meet started on time. s<rtrri, these spectators of to-dayJ 
'and

:1'^o lrl"ll:d 
according to schedule. To they.wanr to see and be shown, "i io atitnose who have attended beach race those who hail from the State in whicli

meets_bef_ore, qhis is really a remarkable St. Louis is located.
reco.rd.' rn. part_the great feat is due when friends advised w. J. Motgan
to the officials who were in every case to cut out touring car competition atrvbll trained men and also to the drivers ormond as out of"place.and i"irl.r""_
who did as they were told and endeav- ing, they did not realize that contests
ored to the best of their ability to carry between stock cars with loads of ;;;i;out the program as arranged. The meet on board, driven under regulation tour-
was interesting, for touring car races i 'g competit ion, could be made real
formed a large part of the meet and ,"i"r. . Mr. Morgan states that in futuretouring cars apparently can do no wrong touring cars wilihave promineni places
nowadays. 'fhey 

shape up for races with assignid them in the lists of races ar-
regularity, and as the main part of the ranged for ormond, and that these
program insure certain success. or- events wil l f i l l  *", a"-orrrtr"i lJ o"' ir,"

P. F. ROCKETT AND THE TRIO

mond had no touring car events, and
this alone prevented entire success, for
a large field of racing cars always re-
duces nearly 90 per cent. when it comes .
times to race.

And the interest is in touring car
competition largely as a matter of fact.
Those not up on automobiles, and the
number grows fewer each day, look for
the freak racing car. Those posted, and
their number is large to-day, look for
contests in which the car with which
thdy have dallied while looking for a
caf, take part. They are all from Mis-

OF STODDARD DAYTON WINNERS

success at Atlantic City when nine of
ten cars present were touring cars, and
wfren interest did not. abate for one
moment.

It was chilly at the meet, but.few of ,
the tfousands and thousands who sawi
the races thought of that, for one event
followed another, as onty Fred J.,Wdg-
ner and his able corps of assistants can ,
make them follow. . Piesident Edge:thd
Chairman of the Racing.Board, Cobk,
of the Atlantic City Associatien; dx-
Chairman Morrell, of the A. A. A. Rac-
ing Board, and Chairman J.:Dp

out



Thompson, of the present Racing Board,' 
together rvith llessrs. S. M. goU"jr, 

J.
C. Kerrison and r\lden McMurtry, itre
timers, and last, but by no means'least,
Manager Alfred Reeves, will bring suc_

.cess to any meet, and they brought suc_
cess to Atlantic City and showed con_
clusively that a horde of cars and drivers
may be controlled and may be macle to
start on time and in good orcler. Starter
Wagner insisted; that things must be
run just so and so and he won the day
and things were run. That rrrn shoul<i
be spelled with a Capital R, for everv
one went away from Atlantic Citv satis_
fied with the races and the rvav in rvhich
they were conducted.

And those who figure that close.auto_
mobile races may not be run, mnst ask
the people who journel,ed to Atlantic
City. They r&il l f incl that touring car
races, even races betrveeh big cars, mav
be conducted and brought to close and
exciting finishes. Hair raising finishes
betrveen three or more racing cars, other
hair raising finishes between five or more
touring cars, were ordinary rather than
extraordinary at Atlantic City. Take
near ly  three score tour ing cars and as
many clever drivers, tune up these cars
right, mix them rrp rvell in cjasses which
will bring cars of l ike nature against
l ike nature, ancl then give these *r. u
fair start and there rvil l  be a fight to_day
that wil l be a humnrer. It-6i, .""j
racing at Atlantic City, racing in rvhich
no result was certain until the tape rvas'crossed, racing in which the drivers
worked like ifrojans and in which everv
driver was called upon to exercise his
good judgmbnt ind abilitv from the
start to the finish to bring his mount
through to .victory. No s]uch finishes
were eVer wjtnessed before at an auto_

:1:.1:1.':..
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Bulgaril and rhe duke iof Leuctten-
berg. President Diaz is iancither,own_
er of a. Mercedes.

,,,,. li:.=.. ;1-; j; -.11,=.':

tuned up for the events. Drivers spent
days.or"^ the beach trying everything to
get the utmost speed out of their irs.
They improved fractions of a second
each day, and were satisfied. f{en rvho
did.rrot.prepare especially ivere left far
rn the rear b;' cars of the same make, for
a car  may be t ra ined just  as an at l t le te
is trained.
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Ineroaso in Autornobil6 Industry

. 
. From an advance bultetin issuecl bv

t l .e  Censtrs Bureau last  month,  i ;  " ; -
pears t l ra t  t l i r  increase in t l rc  arr tonrobi ie
i l rdustr r -  surpasses the record of  anv ore_
viousl_r' recorded industrr..

In  r9o-1 the anrorrnt  of  capi ta l  i r rvested
rlas gzo,555.z1Z, as against $5.76g,g57,
or  an i t rcrease of  zq6 per  cbnt .  The value
of  products increasecl  46r  per  cent . ,  the
amounts being statecl at g26,6-1.5.o6_1 in
I9o+. as against $+,7+8,or r in rc;oo.

\\Iork rvil l  shortl_v coritntell.c u,Dot.l
the bui ld ing of  a iactor . r .  i , , r  1^, , r* -
tou 'n,  N.  Y. ,  for  t l tc  r r rar lu facture of  a
cold-ro l led anr l  prcsser l -s tec l  car  bocl r . .
The proccss of  nrarrufact t l rc  is  a ,aa.at
one ,  and  the  i nven to r ,  C .  R .  O lson .
has per fcctec l  a r r rachinc for  nrak ing
angles and curves that  c loes " ruay * i th
al l  f i l ing of  rough cdges and g i r , . .  "
beauty of  construct ion h i ther to unat_
ta ined b1.  s teel  car  bodies.

The l lercedes car  boasts of  the
number of  ro1 'a l  dr ivers of  i ts  cars.
Perhzips more rulers are, drivrng that
machine than any other  icar .  Among
the royal owners of ' I&ercedes ma_
chines are: King Edrvard of England;

lh: 
king of Portugat; fthe king of
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