October, 1906

Matheson Motor Car Works

The historic battleground in the valley
of Wyoming, rich in dramatically tragic
associations that have burned themselves
into the nation’s memory, is being rapid-
ly transformed into a great residential
center, dotted all over with beautiful
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and drill presses are run by electric mo-
tors having separate attachments on ev-
ery twenty feet of shafting, while the
larger machines are fitted with separate
motors. A number of the larger lathes are
fitted with multiple ‘ransmission gearing,
giving nine different speeds that can be
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TOM COOPER AT THE FINISH OF HIS

GREAT DRIVE OF ONE MILE IN WORLD

RECORD TIME OF :50 1-5, OR SEVENTY-TWO MILES AN HOUR., WITH SEVEN

PEOPLE, AT ATLANTIC CITY,

villas, ivy-clad and rose-embowered. A
few years ago the noble Susquehanna
rolled down the romantic valley in
idyllic silence, and on its shiping bosom
were reflected the wide fields of emerald
and the dark hills set in amethyst. Now,
factories are rising on its banks, and
steam and electricity are singing their
ceaseless songs all along the valley.

This year an important addition has
been made to the rising industries lo-
cated in the valléy by the building of
the Matheson Motor Car Works. Itisa
striking monument to American enter-
prise that in a few months an extensive
factory covering three acres is already
completed and fully equipped with the
most approved mechanical appliances
known in the construction of light ma-
chinery.

The Matheson motor car is already
well known all over the world. The fac-
tory at Holyoke, Mass., had made a rep-
utation for reliable work, but the limi-
tations of the original works had been
reached and a new site was wisely
chosen in the valley of Wyoming. In
opening the new works the company has
been fortunate in many ways. Mr. J.
Ross Anderson, superintendent of the
De La Vergne Machine Company, -of
New York, was ‘selected as manager of
the works, and he immediately began the
installation of the best machinery ob-
tainable. The smaller lathes and planers
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readily changed by clutches slidably en-
gaging the shafting. In finishing some of
the lhighter parts of the mechanism of
the motors the work is held in place
by magnetos, thereby avoiding possibility
of bending or twisting the delicate parts.
The grinding of piston rings in the cyl-
inders in which they are to be used is
a fine piece of mechanical ingenuity, and
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fitted it does not matter at what point a
car is stopped one of the pistons must
necessarily be at the compression point,
and by an adjustable spark igniter, the
explosion is made to take place and the
piston is moved. !

As to the merits of the Matheson gas-
olene motor it is scarcely necessary to
say more than that it probably ap-
proaches as near to perfection as the
gasolene motor will likely reach. The
engine is of the vertical four-cylinder
type, the cylinders being free of pro-
jections and open at both ends. The
valve chests are bolted on the top of the
cylinders and contain both the inlet and
outlet valves. These castings are also
evenly balanced and are operated
through rocking levers from the hali-
time shaft. The bearings are massive,
while the valves being placed in the di-
rect line of the cool air current cannot
become heated to an excessive degree.
The ignition is of the make-and-break
system attached to a low tension mag-
neto, producing a remarkably strong
spark. The life of one magneto is un- .
limited.

One or two changes in detail are be-
ing made in the 1907 model, notably the
removal of the fan from the front oi
the engine to a. position near the fly-
wheel. Fans generally have the effect
of cooling the cylinder immediately ad-
joining while the others are heated in
an increasing ratio to the distance from
the fan. The new position of the fan
largely overcomes this defect. Another
important improvement now nearly past
the experimental stage bids fair to rev-
olutionize the method of injecting the
gasolene vapor into the cylinders. The
old hap-hazard carbureters with" floats
that sank and needle valves that clogged
up have outlived their usefulness and the

TOP OF MATHESON CHASSIS

shows how thoroughly Mr. Anderson has
mastered the difficulties of light machine
work. This perfect fitting of the piston
rings has made possible one of the ad-
mirable features of the Matheson motor
—the capability of starting from the sedt,
which is a marked characteristic of the
machine. With piston rings perfectly

Matheson car of next year will. show
something that can be.relied -upon.
We cannot close this brief sketch with-
out alluding to the  delightful- experi-
ence of a flying visit to the Matheson

car works.® If their ’énginé is.near per-- .

fection the same may be said of the ge

tlemanly masteér mechanic'and his worthy -
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- assistant, Mr. Walter Romaine, also a
graduate of the New York engineering
shops. Mr. Ralph Mongini is another
notaple character now in the employ of
the company. A native of Milan, Italy,
he is a graduate in mechanical engineer-
ing of the University of Zurich, Swit.zer-
land. He engaged in mining operations
in South Africa, and took the first au-
tomobile, a Benz car, into Johannesburg
in 1806. In the war in South Africa he
joined his fortunes. with the Boers and
served with distinction as a lieutenant of
artillery under General Botha. He lost
much property on account of the war and
came to America in 1902. As an expert
demonstrator of the motor car he has
few equals. As a racer in notable com-
petitions he has already won enviable
distinction. Those who have had the
pleasure of a drive in a Matheson car

with him through the beautiful valley of o
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to wager a little money on
Friends of Mr. Cooper dec:é
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LEFT SIDE OF MATHESON ENGINE

Wyoming have had a joy worthy of re-
membrance.

Matheson Car at Atlantic City
When - Tom Cooper, the old time
cycle champion, came to the front with
two very meritorious performances at
the Atlantic City meet of September
3, 4 and 5, the Matheson car came with
, him. Since entering the automobile
i . business Mr. Cooper has been associat-
3 . ed with the Matheson Company, of

- New York, as general manager.

i At Atlantic City, in a touring run-
% ) about of the 1906 pattern weighing'
i nearly 4,000 pounds, the old time cycle
; c.hampion defeated Hardy in the Eng-
lish Daimler car in a sensational match
L Tace down the beach for $250 a side.
; . This match was made as a joke but
: soon became far from that, as after be-
Ing closed, Cooper expressed his desire
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. assistant, Mr. Walter Romaine,. a]sq a
graduate of the New Yor.k engineering
shops. Mr. Ralph Mongini is another
notaple character now in the .employ of
the company. A native of Milan, :Italy,
he is a graduate in mechanicfa.l engineer-
ing of the University of Zurich, Swnt_zer-
land. He engaged in mining operations
in “South Africa, and took the first au-
tomobile, a Benz car, into Johanne.sburg
in 1896. In the war in South Africa he
joined his fortunes. with the Boers and
served with distinction as a lieutenant of
artillery under General Botha. He lost
much property on account of the war and
came to America in 1902. As an expert
demonstrator of the motor car he has
few equals! As a racer in notable com-
petitions he has already won enviable
distinction. Those who have had the
pleasure of a drive in a Matheson car

h
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to wager a little money on the result
Friends of Mr. Cooper decided to back
him and they got downm considerable
money also. That their confidence was
not misplaced was demonstrated when
the Matheson won easily in excellent
time.

But the victory over the English
Daimler was not a circumstance to the
great record established by Mr. Cooper
and his car on the last day of the meet.
Taking seven people in the car a mile
was driven in 50% seconds, a speed of
72 miles an hour. The fime is record
for a touring car by 5 seconds over the
former mark and it is by far the most
remarkable speed record ever made
either in this country or in Europe

The work of the Matheson car at
Atlantic City has drawn particular st-
tention to the probable chances of the

with him through the {beautiful valley of 3 Matheson in the Vanderbilt race. The

LEFT SIDE OF MATHESON ENGINE

- Wyoming have had a joy worthy -of re-
membrance, :
DLe )

s

Matheson Car at Atlantic City
- ‘When. Tom Cooper, the old time
cycle champion, came to the front with
two ‘very . meritorious performances at
* the Atlantic City ‘meet of September
3: 4 and 5,’the-Matheson ‘car came with
him. - Since:: entering the automobile
Business Mr. Cooper has béen associat-
. ed with " the Matheson Company, of
New York, as. general manager. N
At Atlantic City, in a touring run-
about of ‘the 1906 pattern weighing'
nearly 4,000 pounds, the old time cycle
‘champion. defeated Hardy in the Eng-

soon ‘became far from that, as after be-
~ing S:lo,seﬁ‘ Cooper expressed his desire

racing car will weigh 1 gm0 pounds Jess
than the record breaker 21 Atlantic
City. This racing car will be fitted
on 1000 Chassis, which will be
used in the regular towring csr of next
year, to which will be attzched & racing
body. Mr. Cooper believes thst this
racing car will maintain 2 epeed of Bo
or more miles per hour and his Atlantic
City performance would seem to indi-
cate the correctness of his views.
- 4

To Tour Jamaica
Chester 1. Campbell, of s Park
Square, Boston, Mzss, has announced
a trip of 2 month to Jamszica, starting
October 31 and condeding 2bout De-
cember 1. The trip will be made by a

‘party of automobilists who will carry

their machines. A large freit stesmer
has been chartered and will be given

4

Qcrober, ypob

over entirely to the tounsts whd will
carry their machines with them for the
mtial tour of the lshund of Jammea
The trip will be mzde on & bass 0 §is0
covering every expensc inclndimg ho-
tel. The lsland of Jamaka has neves
been explored, but 1t 1s & beauntful rour-
ing country far automohlists. bexun-

ful owing to scemery and excellent
roads. Mr Campbell pramises & grand

time to zll who take pan

Chauncey in His Auto

Chauncey Depew 15 gerting young
agam.  In sn soromobile with two la-
dies and 3 package of chewing gum and
3 reckless chauflenr he gave everything
the dost m the hygh 1oad near Harn-
dale, N. Y. The local constable got
basy when he saw them coming snd
stepped into the highway and waved a
red fiag. When the chauffenr bronght
the ¢ar 0 3 stop the deputy tedd him
he was under arrest

Senatar Depew sat in the vear apnt
wearing a long duster  He produced the
§23 reguired for the sppearance of the
chanffenr and the party procedded to
White Plans

Senztor Depew said he did not believe
the machine had been going so fast, bm
he admutted that the constable had the
best of the argument because he had
held & stop watch on him The Senatar
was 1 good humor and &s the car drove
away he waved his hand o the crowd
which had callected &t the voadside and
led pleasantly

Next day neither the chauflews nos the
Senztor appeared &t court  The §23 @

suposed 1o go to the impiovegaent of

the voads, and Channe ey &nd hiy chaul-
feui aie going some othes way wheve
the constable ceases fram traubling and

wheie the red flags aie folded mt rest

The Stamford Waorks of the Losie
Motor Company, &t Samiord, Connect:
teut, hegetolore opeiated undei & lease
irom the Ball Mig Company, have been
putrchased outright, and will be opeiat
ed by the Lasies Motoy (.r:gn;mﬁ;‘ &8 88
sdjunct to the meain works of the dam:
pany o1 Plattsbwg, New Yeork The
Stumiord Works sare being refitied and
put in condition with & view to wutiliz-
ing the plant fo its fullest capaeity on
the 1907 work, and will ensble the com.
peny to meterially incresse the outpus
for 1907, Additions heve been mede
to the Plattsburg Works, end this plant
i3 now working to fullesy cEpRcity

“Hobuor's Choive” had s oF gin in
Toby Hobson, who was the Srst person
in England known 1o heve lot ot bk
ney horses for hire, Hie clients had ol
wayt 1o take the horse thet was sesvess
to the door, which mesnt that they had
no choice.
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